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Unless otherwise stated, all dates refer to the period under review: 1 January – 31 December
2012.

Mission Statement
The mission of Heritage Malta is to safeguard and render accessible the cultural heritage entrusted
to it, thus contributing towards a better appreciation of Malta’s cultural identity. While conserving
and managing the cultural assets in its responsibility in a sustainable manner, Heritage Malta is
committed to provide physical and intellectual access to all, and to improve the experience of all
visitors in all its sites and museums.

Chairman’s Statement
During the year under review the Agency continued to focus on its internal structures, systems and
SURFHVVHVZLWKDYLHZWRPD[LPLVLQJWKH¿QDQFLDOWHFKQLFDODQGKXPDQUHVRXUFHVDWLWVGLVSRVDO$V
a national agency it needs to remain in a position to face and manage all challenges while availing
itself of opportunities as and when these arise.
We continued with our mission of conserving the forty museums and sites within our portfolio,
together with all their related collections, while also rendering them accessible to the general public.
This was achieved through a long and varied list of events, including lectures, exhibitions, heritage
trails, educational programmes, seminars, publications, interpretation facilities and media coverage.
The staging of a number of Open Days at various museums and sites also complemented these
LQLWLDWLYHV)RUHPRVWZHUHWKRVHRUJDQLVHGDW)RUW6W$QJHORDQGDWRXU+HDG2I¿FH%LJKL%RWK
were a resounding success. Paying visitors in 2012 reached 1,038,738 (2011: 1,039,944) while nonpaying visitors amounted to 87,020 (2011: 81,314).
The National Collection was enhanced by the acquisition of numerous objects, among which paintings
by Giuseppe Calì, Victor Pasmore, Henry Mayo Bateman and an extensive collection of Lepidoptera
from South America. Over 4,000 items were also catalogued. Our Conservation Departments
worked on the restoration of hundreds of artefacts from the National Collection, including paintings
from San Anton Palace, works by Mattia Preti, and ongoing work on photographic glass plates
from the Fototeka. We are also closely involved in the Palace Regeneration Project by restoring a
number of paintings of the National Collection currently displayed in The Palace. We produced a
QXPEHURIVSHFL¿FHGXFDWLRQSURJUDPPHVDQGRUJDQLVHGDFWLYLWLHVLQFOXGLQJKDQGVRQVHVVLRQV
drama representations and treasure hunts for school children, Skolasajf as well as for holders of the
Culture Card.
The following major strategic EU co-funded projects were also taken in hand. These included:

7KH(5')$UFKDHRORJLFDO+HULWDJH&RQVHUYDWLRQ3URMHFW F¼P ZKLFKLQFOXGHVWKH
building of visitor infrastructure at Ggantija Temples, St Paul’s Catacombs, and Tarxien Temples;

7KH(5'))RUW6W$QJHOR+HULWDJH([SHULHQFH F¼P ZKLFKLQFOXGHVWKHUHKDELOLWDWLRQ
of the Fort by converting it into a cultural attraction focusing on its importance in Malta’s history;

7KH (5')  )RUW 6W (OPR +HULWDJH ([SHULHQFH F ¼P LQ SDUWQHUVKLS ZLWK *+5& 
which includes the hosting of the current National War Museum and its transformation into a Military
History Museum;

7KH($)5'0 F¼P LQFOXGHVWKHUHKDELOLWDWLRQRIWKH*KDMQ7XI¿HKD5RPDQ%DWKV
and Ta’ Bistra Catacombs.

7KH(($ 1RUZHJLDQ)XQGV )LQDQFLDO0HFKDQLVP F¼ 1HZ(QYLURQPHQWDO
0DQDJHPHQW6\VWHPIRUWKH+DO6DÀLHQL+\SRJHXP
The transfer of the National Museum of Fine Arts to the Auberge d’Italie was also another major
project which we took in hand. Extensive structural works were carried out at the Museum, while our
RI¿FHVDQGVWDIIKDYHDOUHDG\EHHQUHORFDWHGWRWKH$XEHUJH
Other works included among others, the completion of refurbishment of the Phoenician Hall at the
National Museum of Archaeology and commencement of similar works in respect of the Roman,
Byzantine and Medieval Halls. Extensive reconstruction works on Ta’ Kola Windmill are in full swing
and set for completion by 2013. Extensive works were also carried out at the Inquisitor’s Palace and
the Malta Maritime Museum.

The exhibitions on ‘Peasant Costumes’ and ‘Giovanni Pietro Francesco Agius De Soldanis’ were
veritable research projects that shed new light on the respective subjects, which were also supported
by quality publications. A comprehensive study and catalogue was also published for the exhibition
on Henry Mayo Bateman. Heritage Malta also actively participated in the exhibition ‘This is Malta’
held at Harrods in London and in the exhibition ‘Nine Centuries of Serving Faith and Charity’, held
at the Kremlin, which featured important works of art of the Order of St John, and which in turn
subsequently also featured in the exhibition ‘Around the Maltese Cross’ in Warsaw. We also took
part in a number of commemorative events on the 70th anniversary of the Santa Marija Convoy and
the granting of the George Cross to Malta, apart from preparing all requirements for the setting up
RID¿UVWHYHUH[KLELWLRQRQ0DOWHVHSUHKLVWRU\LQ1HZ<RUNLQ
Apart from seeking to provide a relatively detailed account of the year’s initiatives, this Report is
DOVRLQWHQGHGWRKLJKOLJKWWKRVHDUHDVZKLFKKDYHEHHQJLYHQDQGRUFDOOIRUVSHFLDODWWHQWLRQ,QWKLV
regard the Status Report on Museums & Sites compiled in November 2008 still provides a useful
guide.
Preparations are underway for the celebration of the Agency’s tenth anniversary in 2013. These
will include a number of events the highlight of which will be a major international exhibition to
celebrate the 400th anniversary from Mattia Preti’s birth. Besides the masterpieces found in Malta,
the exhibition will also include works of the celebrated artist from leading European museums.
When comparing the needs of all the museums and sites to the relatively limited resources that
Heritage Malta has at its disposal, one wonders how so much is achieved. This really is only due to
the dedication of many of the Agency’s staff members who look upon their job as a vocation rather
than as a mere source of income. There is no doubt that much of what is achieved by the Agency is
due to the commitment and professional approach of such staff members.
The keen interest and consistent involvement of fellow directors has been a major help in providing
the guidance and leadership that is expected of a board of directors. Perhaps one major achievement
has been that of reducing the Agency’s reliance on Government subvention, as alternative sources
of revenue were created while also sensibly containing costs.
Thankfully Malta and Gozo have been endowed with heritage assets that are disproportionately
KLJKHU WKDQ WKRVH IRXQG LQ RWKHU FRXQWULHV :KLOH WKLV LV D EOHVVLQJ LQ LWVHOI LW SODFHV VLJQL¿FDQW
responsibilities on the country in general and Heritage Malta in particular. It is however reassuring to
note that, supported by Government’s commitment to the sector, Heritage Malta has the wherewithal
WRIXO¿OLWVPLVVLRQRIFXUDWLQJFRQVHUYLQJDQGUHQGHULQJDFFHVVLEOHWKHPXVHXPVDQGVLWHVXQGHU
its charge.

Joseph Said
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Human Resources Update
ENGAGEMENTS

TERMINATIONS

TRANSFERS

Grundtvig Project
Staff from the Phoenician, Roman and Medieval Sites Department worked on the submission of a
Grundtvig project entitled ‘Inclusive Archaeology and Cultural Heritage: Volunteering opportunities
for senior citizens’, in collaboration with the University of Sussex. The project grant-funding request
was accepted and the project was implemented during the course of this year. This project gave the
opportunity to six Maltese senior citizens to receive training and to participate on an archaeological
excavation on the site of Barcombe Roman bath-house during June, while a group of British senior
citizens joined the excavations at the Roman Baths in Mgarr in May. The project was a success and
ZLOOEH¿QDOLVHGLQ

Capital, Rehabilitation, and Maintenance Works
Arts and Palaces Department
Move to Auberge d’Italie and ’Back Home’ Project
In November 2011 Government announced the relocation and rethinking of the NMFA in line with
modern European and international standards. The museum collection which includes key works
enjoying broad international recognition will be re-branded into a National Gallery of Art and housed
in its original location at the Auberge d’Italie, where it was originally established and developed in
WKHPLGV7KHREMHFWLYHVRIWKHSURMHFWDUHEULHÀ\VXPPHGXSDVIROORZV

&RVWEHQH¿WUDWLRQDOHDQGPD[LPLVDWLRQRQUHWXUQRIIXQGVVSHQWIURPDVRFLDODQGFRPPHUFLDO
perspective. The current seat of the NMFA collection is well off the beaten track, with exhibition
facilities that can only showcase and display a fraction of the collection. It also has very limited
potential to address social inclusion requirements including access to communities with special
needs. The costs to refurbish collection and the current building to European standards will not yield
its full potential given these clear drawbacks. A more central location has the potential to yield a
much greater economic and social gain, beyond the obvious historic claims which link the collection
to the Auberge d’Italie.

,PSURYHG IDFLOLWLHV DQG WKH SRWHQWLDO WR UHDFK (XURSHDQ EHQFKPDUNLQJ DQG H[FHOOHQFH LQ
museum development and management. This project represents a unique opportunity to rethink a
national arts museum. It is one of very few projects happening throughout Europe that concern the
complete rethinking and relocation of a national museum.

$ SULPH WRXULVW DWWUDFWLRQ UHSUHVHQWLQJ LGHQWLW\ LQ WKH YLVXDO DUWV WR VHUYLFH QDWLRQDO
commitments and priorities for culture-related events planned for Malta’s EU Presidency (2017) and
Malta’s European Capital City of Culture (2018). The project is listed as a necessary requirement for
Malta’s European Capital City of Culture (2018) and is an integral part of the Malta Tourism Strategy,
integrated within a network of attractions in Valletta and the Grand Harbour area.
Given that the collection is still displayed and branded in a colonial context, this project will be a
positive catalyst to rethink and re-brand the permanent display and transform it from a static and
connoisseur-based display to a user-friendly and pro-active display.
7KH SURMHFW KDV QRZ PRYHG LQWR LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ VWDJH IROORZLQJ LWV RI¿FLDO DQQRXQFHPHQW LQ
November 2011. The following tasks have been undertaken to date. A broad consultation process
was undertaken in January. The scope of this consultation process concerned a better understanding
of the needs of the sector and potential audiences with a view to develop this project as a useful
and user-friendly tool. Consultation meetings were minuted and feedback included in the design
EULHI$¿UVWGUDIWRIDGHVLJQEULHIZDVFRPSOHWHGDQGGLVFXVVHGLQGHWDLOZLWKH[SHUWVIURP7DWH
network brought to Malta by the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Environment. The brief was also
discussed in detail during meetings held with a core group purposely set up to provide feedback. This
group features expertise from the philosophy department (UOM), expertise on museum branding,
museology and the Euromed process.

In August HM took over property formerly known as Café la Veneziana and re-branded the site as
a HM Showcase featuring token exhibitions of works from the National Collection, HM projects and
related shows.

)ROORZLQJFOHDUDQFHRIWZRURRPVDW$XEHUJH'¶,WDOLHWKHFXUUHQWVSDFHXVHGDVRI¿FHVSDFHE\
the curatorial team of the museum, including the library and prints and drawings reserve collection,
has been emptied of contents and relocated to these rooms at the designated site of the museum.
The curatorial pool is operative from Auberge d’Italie as from end December. The library remains in
storage due to limitation of space and the prints and drawings collection, including plan chests and
other specialised furniture has been relocated to a purposely-renovated room at the current seat of
the museum. Access to the museum has been blocked.
All other collection items at Casa Scaglia area, mostly majolica items were packed ready to be
moved to the new museum venue. Temporary storage facilities have been purposely set up in order
to keep all collection items in one place until the necessary safeguards are in place at the Auberge
G¶,WDOLHWRHQDEOHWKHLU¿QDOWUDQVIHU

In November Masters students from the Centre of Sustainable Heritage of the UCL have conducted
DQRQVLWHZRUNVKRSDQGVWXG\RQWKHSRWHQWLDOWRGHYHORSWKHWRSÀRRURIWKHEXLOGLQJLQWRDUHVRXUFH
FHQWUHWRKRXVHFROOHFWLRQVRIZRUNVRIDUWDQGVWRUDJHVSDFHIRUPXVHXPDUWHIDFWV7KH¿QDOUHSRUW
is expected in April 2013.
In May the curatorial pool conducted an extensive internal consultation process among all HM
staff except for curators and senior management. The scope of this exercise concerned the better
understanding of the image of the museum within HM, art knowledge and suggestions on the
new museum project. The highly informative results were processed by students from the Faculty
of Tourism Studies at the UOM. The curatorial team of the museum is currently working on the
conceptual redesign of the museum’s permanent display with the external assistance of expertise
from the Department of Digital Arts, Faculty of Media and Knowledge Sciences (UOM). A broad
H[WHUQDO DQG LQWHUQDO FRQVXOWDQF\ LQFOXGLQJ IRFXV JURXSV RQ VSHFL¿F UHTXLUHPHQWV DQG HQGXVHU
interface is currently being drafted.
The upper level of Auberge d’Italie has been designated as a resource centre and back of house
providing conference facilities. During period under review a tentative layout, including storage
facilities, has been discussed in detail and consultation from key stakeholders on the proposed
facilities is currently being sought.

Ethnography Department
Inquisitor’s Palace
Following the considerable restoration works during the past few years, the Inquisitor’s Palace
EHQH¿WHGWKURXJKRXWWKH\HDUIURPWKHSUHVHQFHDQGFRPPLWPHQWRI0&$67¶VYRFDWLRQDOVWXGHQWV
XQGHU WKH GLUHFWLRQ RI +0¶V 3URMHFWV 2I¿FH7KHLU PDLQ IRFXV ZDV WKH ODWHUDO IDFDGH RYHUORRNLQJ
Archbishop’s Street. This restoration included cleaning, plastic repair, pointing and the inevitable
replacement of heavily deteriorated stonework. Despite the setback caused by delays to remove a
KLJKWHQVLRQFDEOHWKLVUHVWRUDWLRQLQWHUYHQWLRQLVZHOOLQSURJUHVVDQGH[SHFWHGWREH¿QDOLVHGE\
HDUO\QH[W\HDU2XU3URMHFWV2I¿FHDOVRSUHSDUHGWKHUHVWRUDWLRQPHWKRGVWDWHPHQWIRUWKHEDFN
façade of the Inquisitor’s Palace. This work was also made possible through the Lithos Project,
ZKLFK LV FRIXQGHG WKURXJK WKH (5') ,WDOLD0DOWD  DQG ZKLFK LV OHG E\ WKH 3URMHFWV 2I¿FH ZLWK
the help of the architectural conservation arm lead by Mastri and a team of Heritage Masonry kills
apprentices. Traditional tools and modern equipment used for restoration and conservation were
ERXJKWDPRXQWLQJWR¼7KLVWHDPWRJHWKHUZLWKDUFKLWHFWVIURPWKH3URMHFWV2I¿FHKDGD
training experience in Sicily organised through the same project.

The team from the Projects Department at
one of the laboratory sessions in Sicily

The restoration and conservation of the
Inquisitor’s Palace lateral facade

7KHYRFDWLRQDOVWXGHQWVDQGPDVWHUPDVRQVIURPWKH3URMHFW¶V2I¿FHZHUHDOVRHPSOR\HGLQWKH
UHVWRUDWLRQ RI WZR RI WKH 0HVVHUDQR SXQLWLYH FHOOV DW JURXQG ÀRRU OHYHO DQG WKH FOHDQLQJ UHSDLU
pointing and minimal stone replacement of the south-east wall of the internal courtyard. This is the
initial phase of a major project that will include the restoration and reinstatement and redesigning
of complementary interpretation provision and visitor facilities of the entire Castellania courtyard,
still considered as the emblematic resource of the Palace. The maintenance team was crucial in
restoring a section within the former Castellania vaults – an important intervention unveiling the
multifaceted history of the built fabric with extents from the authentic Castellania walls featuring
XQH[SHFWHGUHF\FOLQJRI&ODVVLFDOUHPDLQV$QXPEHURIVWHSVDWJURXQGÀRRUOHYHOZHUHDOVRUHPRYHG
and replaced with ramps so as to ensure accessibility. Following conservation and consolidation of
wooden beams in the hall at the far end of the Ruffo Apartments, restoration and renovation works
ZHUHFDUULHGVRWKDWDQDGGLWLRQDOUH¿QHGKDOOZDVE\2FWREHUUHQGHUHGDFFHVVLEOHDIWHUDGHFDGH
of scaffold-shoring.
The general museum facilities were also considerably improved. Between January and April over
thirty plinths and customised showcases were manufactured for the costume sets and accompanying
artefacts for the Peasant Costumes Exhibition. Professional, totally reversible panelling was
installed in May and June, providing the right facilities and infrastructure for temporary displays in
the courtyard adjoining The Castellania vaults and kitchen area. For the second part of the year the
in-house maintenance team was engaged in the production of further plinths for the Popular Music
and Christmas exhibitions; works on existent and new apertures, general upkeep of the exhibition
VSDFHV OLEUDU\ IXUQLWXUH DQG UHVHDUFK GHVNV ZLWKLQ WKH FXUDWRULDO RI¿FH DQG WKH LQLWLDO SKDVHV RI
shelving and corresponding furniture for heritage gifts in the reception area. This project, running
into 2013, will test the ground and the potential for the Agency to start running its own museum shops
WREHQH¿WIRUYDULRXVVSLOORYHUHIIHFWVLQFOXGLQJDQLPSURYHGZHOFRPLQJVSDFHLQWKHUHFHSWLRQDQG
quality designed gifts that would extend and enhance visitor experience.
Fort St Angelo
5HVWRUDWLRQZRUNV¿QDQFHGWKURXJKWKH(PHUJHQF\)XQGDOORFDWHGE\*RYHUQPHQWLQFRQWLQXHG
7KHVHLQFOXGHGWKHFRQVHUYDWLRQDQGUHVWRUDWLRQRIWKH)RUW¶V0DLQ*DWH 7HQGHU+0
ZRUWK¼ ZKLFKZDVDZDUGHGWR9DXOWV&R/WGLQ)HEUXDU\:RUNRQVLWHFRPPHQFHGLQ
March. The conservation of the Main Gate’s coat of arms and commemorative marble plaque was
undertaken by our conservation team. In October HM’s conservation staff also started the restoration
of the stone crown formerly surmounting the niche at the back of the Fort’s entrance.

The restoration of Fort St Angelo’s Main Gate

,Q-XQHDJHQHUDOFOHDQXSRIWKH)RUWZDVFDUULHGRXWE\.DOD[ORNN/WGDWDFRVWRI¼%HVLGHV
the removal of several tons of waste and debris, a general weeding programme was undertaken. In
$XJXVWWKHWHQGHUIRUWKHUHVWRUDWLRQDQGSDUWUHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKHHQWUDQFHUDPS +0
ZRUWK¼ ZDVDZDUGHGWR)RUW5HVMRLQWYHQWXUH:RUNRQVLWHFRPPHQFHGLQ1RYHPEHU
and is still underway. In August a comprehensive survey of all known water reservoirs and other
underground spaces to assess their structural condition was also carried out. In September the
WHQGHUIRUWKHUHVWRUDWLRQRIWKHGH*XLUDOVDOO\SRUW +0ZRUWK¼ ZDVLVVXHG
and eventually adjudicated. The Adjudication Board’s decision was awaiting DCC’s approval by the
end of the period under review.

The restoration of Fort St Angelo’s entrance ramp
Besides the Government Emergency Fund, we applied for and succeeded in securing the sum of
¼E\ZD\RI(5')IXQGLQJ,QDOOIRXUWHQGHUVZHUHLVVXHGZKLFKZLOOEHWDNLQJXSPRVWRI
WKHDSSURYHGEXGJHWIRUWKLVSURMHFW%\'HFHPEHUZHDZDUGHGWKH¿UVWWZRWHQGHUVWKHDSSRLQWPHQW
RI DQ DUFKDHRORJLVW &7 ZRUWK ¼  WR XQGHUWDNH D QXPEHU RI LQYHVWLJDWLRQV LQ
anticipation of the construction of the backbone infrastructure, and the appointment of a contractor
WRDVVLVWLQWKHH[FDYDWLRQZRUNV +0ZRUWK¼ 7KHIRUPHUZDVDZDUGHGWR
AIS Ltd, whereas the latter was awarded to Alfred Stubbings Ltd.
Folklore Museum
7KHUHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKHUHWDLQLQJZDOORYHUORRNLQJĩHQTD6WUHHWZDVFRPSOHWHGLQHDUO\-DQXDU\
Extensive maintenance works took place within the Folklore Museum complex. These included:
full restoration and pointing of the interior of the Textile Production Room, and the restoration of
old showcases. Pointing works followed in the Lace Room, with the replacement of broken roof
slabs. These rooms were reopened with a temporary textile display following structural maintenance
works. In summer, structural maintenance works were initiated in the former Weaving Room. Works
included pointing, the replacement of the stone window sill and door lintels and jambs, as well as
the replacement of deteriorated timber . Routine maintenance was also carried out throughout the
year.

Old Prison
In February, several dangerous stone fragments were removed from window posts overlooking the
internal courtyard. Repairs to the same window jambs, mainly involving replacement of spalling
masonry, were carried out by MGOZ staff in June, since the window actually belongs to the Law
Courts complex but overlooks the courtyard of the Old Prison. Deteriorated stone blocks forming
part of main doorjamb were replaced in November.
Ta’ Kola Windmill
)ROORZLQJ WKH UHORFDWLRQ RI WKH HQWUDQFH DW ƤJDQWLMD D QXPEHU RI URDG VLJQV VKRZLQJ GLUHFWLRQV
WR 7D¶ .ROD ZHUH LQVWDOOHG 0DSV HQDEOLQJ YLVLWRUV WR HDVLO\ ORFDWH 7D¶ .ROD IURP ƤJDQWLMD VWDUWHG
EHLQJGLVWULEXWHGZLWKWKHƤJDQWLMDEURFKXUH7ZRH[WHUQDOOLJKW¿WWLQJVZHUHLQVWDOOHGLQWKHLQWHUQDO
courtyard in March. The power supply of street lights adjacent to Ta’ Kola Windmill was discussed
ZLWKWKH;DJƫUD/RFDO&RXQFLODQG(QHPDOWDZLWKWKHODWWHUSURYLGLQJDVHSDUDWHVXSSO\LQ-XQH
these were previously connected to the windmill’s supply. The electrical supply on the roof was also
rewired in June.
Reconstruction works on Ta’ Kola commenced with the replication of the set of wooden rings and
cogs resting on the top of the tower. All carpentry works are being carried out by HM maintenance
staff. Most of the wooden components are being replicated in high-quality Iroko timber. Footage of
these works was taken in July by CVC. On 30 July another scaffold structure was erected on the
other side of the windmill tower to facilitate dismantling works. The cone, old and deteriorating timber
beams and the original windmill mechanism were dismantled between the 31 July and 1 August and
stored offsite. The cone was temporarily covered with heavy-duty canvas. A news clip focusing on
the dismantling was broadcast on 1 August.

The dismantling of Ta’ Kola Windmill

Consolidation works on the tower masonry fabric were carried out by mastri from the Projects
2I¿FHEHWZHHQDQG$XJXVW$VKZRRGDQG$XVWULDQSLQHPDVWVZHUHRUGHUHGLQ$XJXVWIRU
WKH PDQXIDFWXUH RI WKH VL[ DQWHQQDH DQG PDLQ MLE ,Q 2FWREHU D ¿EUHJODVV FRYHU ZDV LQVWDOOHG
on the exposed tower following rainwater ingress through the canvas cover. All restoration and
reconstruction works are being carried out to the highest standards while aiming to restore the
windmill to its original operational condition.
Other works in Gozo
In May, a number of bulky items were removed from near the sally ports’ entrance in the Citadel
so as to facilitate restoration works being carried out by the MGOZ. Enemalta provided a new
HOHFWULFDOVXSSO\WRRXUQHZRI¿FHLQ6W0DUWLQ¶V4XDUWHU6WUHHWLQWKH&LWDGHOE\OD\LQJDQDUPRXUHG
FDEOH IURP WKH *R]R$UHD 2I¿FH DFURVV WKH VWUHHW 0DLQWHQDQFH DQG HOHFWULFDO ZRUNV FRQWLQXHG
throughout summer. New tailor-made display showcases for the Peasant Costumes exhibition were
PDQXIDFWXUHG6FDIIROGZDVSXWXSRXWVLGHWKH*R]R$UHD2I¿FHLQYLHZRI(5')UHVWRUDWLRQZRUNV
PDQDJHG E\ WKH 0*2= LQ -XQH WR WKLV HIIHFW DOO WHPSRUDU\ H[KLELWLRQV DW WKH *R]R$UHD 2I¿FH
ZHUH FDQFHOOHG XQWLO FRPSOHWLRQ RI ZRUNV 3RLQWLQJ ZRUNV RQ WKH IDoDGH RI WKH *R]R$UHD 2I¿FH
commenced in September.

Modern, Maritime, and Military History Department
Malta Maritime Museum
During routine cleaning of the museum’s roofs in January, it was noted that fragments of limestone
EORFNVKDGKDGIDOOHQIURPDURXQGWKHPDLQFKLPQH\DUHDDWVHFRQGÀRRUOHYHORQWRDORZHUURRI
DW¿UVWÀRRUOHYHODQGLQWRDVPDOOEDFN\DUGDWJURXQGÀRRUOHYHO)RUWXQDWHO\QRVWRQHVKDGIDOOHQ
onto St Lawrence Street at the back of the museum, where several cars are usually parked. An
onsite inspection was held and the situation was deemed to be serious. MEPA was informed and an
access platform was used to further investigate the situation; several other fragments were removed
from the façade facing St Lawrence Street. Two of these (around 70x41x24cm) literally broke away
and fell onto the public road upon just being touched.

It has been observed that in the building’s high structures, namely the clock tower, main chimney
and in the three (out of four) remaining ventilation turrets, William Scamp, architect and engineer
of the building had introduced iron braces similar to huge staples on each and every face of these
structures at intervals of several courses. In the case of the main chimney, of which only the base
remains (having lost the upper vent section during WWII) it has been observed that these intervals
DUHWKHPRVWFRPPRQDWHYHU\¿YHFRXUVHV0DVRQU\EORFNVFODGWKHVHµVWDSOHV¶IURPYLHZNQRZQ
as fardal in Maltese building terms. The iron staples have corroded and are causing the spalling of

the blocks (after some 170 years) thus splitting these fradal. Further corrosive activity is now literally
pushing out the larger section of these fradal. Probably Scamp had introduced these iron staple-like
reinforcements after the tragedy at the St Paul’s Anglican Cathedral site at Valletta which he took
up from the original British architect soon after the latter’s presumed suicide while Scamp had just
commenced the building of the Naval Bakery, now the MMM.
As a temporary precautionary measure, the entire museum was fenced off; necessary permits for
immediate emergency works were applied-for and granted soon after. The main concern was the
clock tower, since similar problems were observed. However temporary measures could not be
carried out because of the height of the tower.
%\-XO\WHQGHUVZHUHGUDZQDQGHYHQWXDOO\DZDUGHGIRUWKH¿UVWWZRSKDVHVRIWKHEXLOGLQJ¶VIDoDGH
restoration. Phase 1 is the clock tower. Scaffolding was erected right up to the weather vane, in all
over 42m in height (around 14 storeys high). Works had to be curtailed around certain requirements
mainly not to disrupt the commercial activity of the nearby restaurants. Works have progressed
VLJQL¿FDQWO\WRGDWHDQGLWLVSODQQHGWKDWZRUNVRQWKHVDLGFORFNWRZHUEHFRQFOXGHGLQ3KDVH
2 abutting the clock tower was concluded in November except for the hard stone replacement at the
lower courses, but the scaffolding has been removed.
It was observed that the clock tower’s wooden apertures also needed attention, more so since
VRPHZHUHPLVVLQJRUEDGO\SDWFKHGXSZKLOHRWKHUVZHUHHIIHFWLYHO\XQUHDFKDEOH$VD¿UVWVWHS
to address the apertures restoration problem, the two smallest apertures of circular format 1.83m
in diameter are to be tackled in January 2013. These two apertures happen to be the two least
accessible apertures; the scaffolding in place facilitating access for their removal and subsequent
reinstatement. It was observed that one of these apertures was most probably seldom if ever painted
after originally installed.
Great attention and consideration was also invested in the three clock face dials of the tower. The DSL
took samples of the surviving paint to discover the original paint schemes. Results have unfortunately
indicated that on several occasions, all former paintwork was scraped and new schemes applied.
This was collaborated by the research in various photographic archives (MMM, NMA, National
Archives, Ellis, publications). It has ultimately been decided that the later paint schemes (clock face
EDFNJURXQGV5RPDQQXPHUDOV PLQXWHPDUNLQJVDOOLQZKLWHDQGGDUNEOXHRUEODFNDVEDFNJURXQG
WR5RPDQQXPHUDOV PLQXWHPDUNLQJV DUHWREHIROORZHGVLQFHPDLQO\WKHVHKDYHEHHQRQWKH
FORFNIDFHVIRUDURXQGDFHQWXU\7KHRSSRVLWHUHYHUVHFRORXUVKDGHVFKHPHZDVLQXVHDWOHDVW
EHWZHHQDQGFRXOGKDYHSRVVLEO\EHHQXVHGHDUOLHURQHYHQSRVVLEO\RULJLQDOO\  
however photographic evidence and paint residue on the faces is very scanty. The observation that
British public clocks had favoured this latter scheme was not taken lightly, however in order to show
off against the dark clock face backgrounds, the clock hands had to be guilt, but no such traces were
found during restoration at Bighi. The three sets of bronze and brass clock hands were removed,
documented, analyzed, cleaned, restored and given protective coatings by HM conservators. The
weather vane is to follow the same procedure when extracted in January 2013.
Storm water ingress from the various damaged roof levels was greatly addressed last year. During
the current year attempts to solve such problems on minor and less easily accessible roofs were
tackled. The four restored louvered apertures of a recently restored roof lantern were installed. A
fractured concrete beam and various blocks of stone all acting as a parapet wall over a small yard
butting St Lawrence Street were removed and the new level pointed properly. This work has solved
storm water ingress in this area. Works included good rendering of storm water channels on same
roof. In the same area, the party wall between the small museum yard and St Lawrence Street was
removed and the yard cleared of debris and wild growth and subsequently all fenced off.
Readings continued to be measured on the proposed Cartography and Communication Hall’s

GHIHFWLYHURRI)XUWKHUZRUNVZHUHFDUULHGRXWDQGFRQFOXGHGWRSDWFKXSDFRQFUHWHÀRRURYHU6W
$QJHOR¶V+DOONLWFKHQ7KUHHKROHV DURXQG[FP ZKLFKFRXOGQRWEHWDFNOHGLQZHUH¿QDOO\
made good.
Works continued on the building’s iconic clock mechanism. New wire ropes were purchased
for the clock’s three weights replacing the old spliced over gauged wire ropes from a possible
destructive renovation carried out in the late 1980s. A protective canopy was designed, fabricated
and installed over the clock mechanism which dates to 1810. All work has been carried out by Mr
Stephen Zammit, who after these works began the actual commissioning of the refurbished clock
PHFKDQLVP0HDQZKLOHWKUHHWKLFNJDXJHGKROORZVHFWLRQVZHUHFXWWRVL]HDQG¿WWHGQH[WWRWKH
clock bells to accommodate the new stainless steel bell hammers. After calculations, measurements
and adjustments, these three hollow sections were removed to be galvanized. They are to be
permanently installed in February 2013 when scaffolding inside the belfry is removed because of
the weather vane.
A major clearance and reorganisation effort was begun in the former Ovens Hall, now the full scale
traditional Maltese boat storage reserve collection. Racking purchased from the former Marsa Ship
EXLOGLQJZDVDGDSWHGWREHXVHGIRUWKHWUDGLWLRQDOERDWVVWRUDJH¿WWHGWRVL]HLQEHWZHHQWKHDUFKHV
Six out of twelve arches comprising the hall, thus half of the space, was used accommodating thirty
ERDWVLQDOO¿YHLQHDFKRQDYHUDJH:RUNVRQWKHRWKHUVL[DUFKHVKDGWREHKDOWHGEHFDXVHRI
several structural defects.
National War Museum
Since the re-opening of 2009, the interior temperature levels were noticed to be unbearable for
YLVLWRUVDQGDOVRRIFRQFHUQYLVjYLVWKHDUWHIDFWV7HFKQLFDOVWXGLHVIRUWKHLQVWDOODWLRQRIDQDLU
conditioning system were carried out in 2010-11 and a tender was issued and awarded with works
commencing before summer. Following the dismantling of the forced air ventilation system, the
museum had to close temporarily for two weeks in order to install the new air-conditioning system.
The system was ready by early summer, but it still could not be operated since the electrical supply
ZDVQRWVXI¿FLHQWDVDFDEOHQHHGHGWREHFRQQHFWHGIURPDQHDUE\VXEVWDWLRQ7KLVVXSSO\VKRXOG
be rendered functional by Enemalta in January 2013.
Fort St Elmo
The Fort St Elmo project was this year embarked upon with speed
by GHRC. Between January and June, discussions were held with
Commander Kelly of Malta Police, the main user of the new site for
the Military History Museum. Talks were also held with the Public
WorksDepartment since it used to utilise the outer works of the fort as
dumps and storage, and with the Commissioner of Illegal Immigrants,
who also used a sizeable building within the same fort. Scores of items,
ERWKRIDKLVWRULFDUWLVWLFQDWXUHDQGUHXVDEOHPDWHULDOZHUHVDOYDJHG
from the fort prior to the major clearance began by GHRC. A survey
exercise was also carried out to safeguard non movable items within the
same fort to be retained and restored within their original context inside
the fort. In the meantime the tender for the design competition was being
prepared, and it was awarded in December. Restoration works on the
various structures within the fort are underway at a very sustained pace.

Palace Armoury
7KHUHIXUELVKPHQWRIWKHRI¿FHDQGOLEUDU\ZDV¿QDOO\FRQFOXGHGZLWKWKHLQVWDOODWLRQRIHOHFWULFDODQG
,7LQVWDOODWLRQVFDUSHQWU\ZRUNVDQGWLOHGÀRRULQJ2I¿FHIXUQLWXUHVDOYDJHGIURP0DOWD6KLS\DUGV
ZDVUHIXUELVKHGDQGLQVWDOOHGLQWKHRI¿FH7KHOLEUDU\FDELQHWVZHUHDOVRWUDQVIHUUHGDQGLQVWDOOHG
in the appropriate area.
Former Boiler Workshop (Industrial Heritage)
This storage facility is shared with Transport Malta and as such not much maintenance could be
carried out, also due to no budget having been allocated. The main effort focused on security issues
when various doors and windows were seen too. A major shortcoming in this site is the lack of
electrical supply that precludes the use of heavy lifting overhead cranes required to shift items
and properly organise the heavy items. To gain more space, the use of bring-in sites was availed
of on various occasions to dispose of several unwanted items left at the site by the former Malta
Shipyards. Efforts are thus being made to optimise space to transfer nine old Maltese buses stored
here to the Marsa Shipbuilding storage. To this end, a HM heavy fork lifter was maintained and
employed well in this project, which is to continue next year.
Marsa Shipbuilding Storage
This site is hosting since July 2011 HM’s collection of 84 vintage Maltese buses . Although the main
shed under which the collection is stored has a ceiling and surrounding wall, third parties are also
using the same space. Apart from being the cause of security concerns, the nature of work of these
other users generates too much dust and the buses therefore have to be continuously cleaned. The
available space was better organised and enough parking bays created so that next year, the nine
EXVHVDW%RLOHU:RUNVKRSDUHVKLIWHGKHUH$GLVXVHGRI¿FHDQGDGMRLQLQJUHVWURRPDERYHWKHVSDUH
parts store in the same site was cleared and utilised.

National Museum of Archaeology Department
Maintenance works were carried out on the large window apertures of the two landings of the
PDLQVWDLUFDVHWRHOLPLQDWHZDWHULQJUHVV7KHGUDLQVRIWKHUHVWURRPVRIWKHXSSHUÀRRUZHUHDOVR
UHSODFHG )ROORZLQJ WKH GLVPDQWOLQJ RI WKH µ0HWDO 0DJLF¶ H[KLELWLRQ LQ -XO\ WKH URRP DEXWWLQJ WKH
Salon was converted into a multi-activity space to accommodate lectures, workshops and other
requests.
7KH WHQGHU LVVXHG LQ  WR UHPRYH WKH GDQJHURXV XQGHUO\LQJ URRI RI WKH µ0RQHWDULXP¶
(HM22.17.2011), which included works in the basement related to the changeover of the electrical
supply from the substation, was not awarded since none of the bids received were administratively
RU¿QDQFLDOO\FRPSOLDQW7KHWHQGHUZDVLVVXHGDJDLQWKLV\HDU +0 EXWQRELGVZHUH
received. The tender for the supply and installation of a Fire and Intruder Detection and Alarm
6\VWHP +0 ZDVDGMXGLFDWHGDQGVKRXOGEHDZDUGHGVKRUWO\:RUNVVKRXOGVWDUWQH[W
year.
Gozo Museum of Archaeology
Maintenance works at the Gozo Museum of Archaeology included the repainting of some showcase
EDVHVDQGZDOOSDQHOOLQJDQGUHSDLUVWRDFXSERDUGGRRUIRUPLQJSDUWRIWKHGLVSOD\7KH¿UVWÀRRU
balcony door was repaired during summer. A highly sensitive balance capable of weighing very
small items was procured in order to be able to update the museum’s inventory.

Natural History Department
National Museum of Natural History, Vilhena Palace
)RXU ZRRGHQ EHDPV RI D WRS ÀRRU URRP RI WKH PDLQ EXLOGLQJ ZHUH UHSODFHG 7KH URRP ZDV
whitewashed and now holds the conchology collection. Two other rooms on the west wing of the
SDODFHDOVRKDG¿YHWLPEHUEHDPVUHSODFHG,QWRWDO¿YHFRQQHFWLQJURRPVQRZKROGWKHODERUDWRULHV
DQGUHODWHGZRUNVWDWLRQV$QRWKHUURRPDOVRORFDWHGRQWKHWRSÀRRUZDVUHIXUELVKHGDQGVKHOYLQJ
was installed. The room now holds the increasing wet collection. A separate room close to the upper
stairway has been transformed into a store for empty specimen containers. Restoration work was
carried out on various parts of the main and secondary roofs and adjoining walls of the palace. Work
is still in progress. Since the pigeon problem reported on in previous years persisted, a plastic mesh
was placed on the roof covering one of the interior courtyards.
Following years of discussions with the Police, the large hall situated at the rear of the police station
and adjoining three rooms were handed over to HM. These have been refurbished; the large hall
holds a multi-activity hall and space for temporary exhibitions and the three smaller rooms will host
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQRI¿FHV
*ƫDU'DODP
Since June discussions are underway with Enemalta regarding the re-aligning of the gate at the car
SDUNWRIDFLOLWDWHYLVLWRUÀRZWR*ƫDU'DODP

Phoenician, Roman, and Medieval Sites Department
EAFRD – Rehabilitation of Roman Baths and Christian Catacombs (REBACA 323/12)

Further to the project award, the project team ensued to publish all required tenders as per the project
plan. Several of the studies were concluded; these include the topographic studies, hydrological and
geological studies, ecological studies and remote sensing. The biological organism studies and the
environmental monitoring tenders had to be reissued and will be implemented in 2013, together with
the conservation assessment of the site. The architects were engaged on the Ta’ Bistra part of the
SURMHFW7KHSURMHFWWHDPDOVRVWULYHGWRSXEOLVKWKHGHVLJQDQGEXLOGWHQGHUIRUWKH*KDMQ7XI¿HKD
heritage park through the Department of Contracts. The SCH approved the excavation permit for the
archaeological works at the Roman Baths, and excavations on site initiated on 14 May.
The main aims of the excavations were: To investigate the successive phases of development of
the site through archaeological excavations and dating of recovered archaeological material; to
expose partly exposed and yet undiscovered archaeological features; to reinvestigate and extend
the 1981 excavations done on site and to link them to modern excavations; and to increase our
general understanding of the site. The archaeological investigations are primarily conducted by
three archaeologists under the direction of the SCH and the department, but these were also joined
by several volunteers. Works also initiated on the research front in view of collating all known data
about the site and also current research on the studies of Roman baths.
Ta’ Bistra Catacombs Mosta and St Augustines Catacombs Rabat
7KH$UFKDHRWXU3URMHFWFR¿QDQFHGXQGHUWKH,WDOLD0DOWD3URJUDPPH&RKHVLRQ3ROLF\µ$
sea of opportunities for the future’, proceeded on its implementation course. The investment in this
SURMHFWLQYROYHV¼PLOOLRQRIZKLFK0DOWDLVWKHEHQH¿FLDU\RI¼
The project partners sought to implement the deliverables, seminars and all tendering processes
required. This included the conduction of studies, development of ICT applications for the accessibility
and marketing of the tourism product, the cross cultural transfer of knowledge and information
across borders, the development of heritage trails between Mosta, Rabat, Ragusa and Santa Croce,
the development of marketing materials, including a 2013 calendar with beautifully shot scenes of
sites in Mosta and Rabat along with those from Ragusa and Santa Croce Camerina. In November
the project partners participated in the annual Borsa Mediterranea del Turismo Archeologico in
3DHVWXP,WDO\IURPWR1RYHPEHUGXULQJZKLFKWKH\ZHUHDZDUGHG¿UVWSUL]HIRUWKHEHVW
stand presentation. Brochures promoting the sites were also distributed along with other promotional
and educational material. What really enhanced the Archaeotur stand was the provision of a 3D
full emersion presentation of St Augustine Catacombs which was visited by many who enjoyed
navigating the passageways and entering into the different tombs of this underground funerary
labyrinth.

The archaeological studies and excavations at St Augustine’s Catacombs were approved by the
6&+DQGZLOOEHH[HFXWHGLQWKH¿UVWTXDUWHURI,WLVWREHQRWHGWKDWH[SURSULDWLRQRIWKH6W
Augustine’s Catacombs adjacent premises was acquired through the project and the infrastructural
works on the dangerous structure (roof) were implemented and concluded.
The project partners requested a six month extension to the project, from April to October 2013, to
complete all the planned deliverables as well as to further implement additional objectives from the
savings made through the tendering processes.
St Paul’s Catacombs
The ERDF project for SPC continued with the closure of the topographic surveying works,
environmental monitoring, biological studies and the development of the site interpretation, which
will focus on a multi-sensory experience, and is being developed in collaboration with the Art and
Design Institute. Important segments of the 24 catacombs were 3D laser scanned and the software
applications were developed to enhance the accessibility of the site. The works tender for the
site infrastructural development and landscaping was awarded and works are to initiate in 2013.
:RUNVHQVXHGRQSDUWRIWKHGUDLQVLQWKHPDLQURDGWRVWRSLQ¿OWUDWLRQLQWRFDWDFRPE&OHDQLQJ
operations of this catacomb are planned to occur in 2013. The archaeological excavation came to
a halt due to contractual issues and the contract was subsequently terminated amicably following
prolonged negotiations.

7DV6LOƥ
Works on the boundary wall to ensure the safety of the site were continued. Further boundary wall
works are planned to occur on the existing North sector boundary wall as per MEPA approved
application and upon allocation of necessary funding. Discussions were initiated with Transport
Malta to schedule the work required to build the planned road that will by-pass the site. This will
eliminate the use of the current road dividing the site into two. The Missione Archaeolologica Italiana
a Malta was given an extension by SCH for limited excavation and post excavation works. Further
investigations were conducted with an ROV within the cisterns, where interesting archaeological
details were discovered. SCH also provided Missione with a further extension to submit all documents
DQGWRSXEOLVKWKH¿QDOUHSRUW

Ta’ Mintna Catacombs

$GRFXPHQWDWLRQH[HUFLVHZDVFRQGXFWHGLQ-XQHWRORJWKHH[LVWLQJ¿VVXUHVZLWKLQWKHVLWH:RUN
on the documentation necessary for the conservation of the external structures was also conducted.
A submission to MEPA for the conservation of these structures was submitted. The site had to be
FORVHGWRWKHSXEOLFLQ-XO\VLQFHLWZDVÀRRGHGZLWKPHWUHVRIZDWHUDIWHUDPDLQZDWHUOLQHLQWKH
square was broken during embellishment works. The water was removed and that the site regained
LWV QDWXUDO HQYLURQPHQWDO HTXLOLEULXP +RZHYHU WKH VLWH ZDV RQFH DJDLQ ÀRRGHG ZLWK GUDLQDJH LQ
September following an intense downpour, during which the main drain pipe was blocked. The
blockage was removed and all biological residues pumped out of the catacombs. A method statement
for their cleaning from biological material was drafted and will be executed next year to ensure the
right environmental conditions for the site. Consequently, it was not possible for the site to be open
to the public for the traditional Lejla Mqabba in October.
San Pawl Milqi
Work on this site was limited to the basic upkeep. A restoration method statement was conducted
for the conservation of the 17th century chapel and annex was drafted, and a MEPA application for
its conservation was submitted. Discussions were also held with the St Paul’s Bay Local Council in
view of developing a collaboration project to conserve the site and make it accessible.
Other Sites
A GPR survey of the Roman Villa remains in Ramla Bay was carried out in July with the collaboration
RIWKH*R]R$UHD2I¿FH1RVLJQL¿FDQWZRUNVZHUHFDUULHGRXWDWWKH'RPYV5RPDQDH[FHSWIRUWKH
UHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKHERXQGDU\ZDOORIWKHVLWHVLQFHLWZDVGDPDJHGIROORZLQJDWUDI¿FDFFLGHQW1R
works were conducted at Abbatija tad-Dejr.

Prehistoric Sites Department
ƪDƥDU4LPDQG0QDMGUD
5HPHGLDOZRUNVWRWKHƪDƥDU4LPDQG0QDMGUDVKHOWHUVZHUHFHUWL¿HGE\&DQREELRLQ)HEUXDU\DQG
the reinforcing of the base of the shelter pilasters were completed in April. A shelter maintenance
proposal submitted by Canobbio is currently being evaluated. Maintenance was carried out by the
relevant contractor to the roof membrane of the Visitor Centre after this was damaged during in
severe winds in March. Further maintenance of the windows and rainwater drainage systems of the
Visitor Centre is being planned with relevant contractors. An audit of the directional signage leading
WRƪDƥDU4LPDQG0QDMGUDZDVFDUULHGRXWDQGQHZVLJQVZHUHLQVWDOOHGLQFROODERUDWLRQZLWKUHODWHG
Local Councils to facilitate to facilitate vehicle access to the sites.
Tarxien Temples
Activities at Tarxien revolved around the Archaeological Heritage Conservation Project (ERDF
2007-13) as well as several smaller conservation and infrastructural projects. Most of the studies
forming part of the Archaeological Heritage Conservation Project were completed in 2011. One of
WKHUHPDLQLQJVWXGLHVWKH%LRORJLFDO6XUYH\RIWKH7HPSOHVZDVFRPSOHWHGLQ7KH¿QDOUHSRUW
ZDVVXEPLWWHGWRWKH6FLHQWL¿F&RPPLWWHHIRUWKH&RQVHUYDWLRQRIWKH0HJDOLWKLF7HPSOHV
The archaeological investigation of the areas where the shelter foundations will be located is still
SHQGLQJ6LQFHWKHFRQWUDFWZDVRI¿FLDOO\FDQFHOOHGLQLQYHVWLJDWLRQVZHUHVSRUDGLFGHSHQGHQW
RQWKHOLPLWHGWLPHWKHFXUDWRUVFRXOGGHGLFDWHWR¿HOGZRUN$FDOOIRUH[SUHVVLRQVRILQWHUHVWIRU
the provision of such services was published in December for similar work on Tarxien and two
more, large, sites. Unless outside help, in the form of experienced archaeologists, is provided soon,
there may well be an impact on the implementation of the shelter structure since the archaeological
sensitivity of the locations of the shelter supports is still to be determined.
Archaeological monitoring and investigations related to the construction of the new walkway were
carried out jointly between the curators and an external monitor approved by the SCH throughout
the year, as required by the project. This brought to light several interesting discoveries such as
that of a previously unknown large megalith in the vicinity of the Central Temple, two sets of aligned
stones possibly from different periods and a large dump of pottery probably dating to one of the
20th century excavations. With regards to the walkway itself, construction both inside and outside
the Temple structures at Tarxien, is considered structurally complete. Apart from the installation of
the steel and composite wood structure, works have included the dismantling of an extensive rubble
ZDOOZKLFKGLYLGHGWKHVLWHIURPWKH¿HOGVDWLWVEDFNDQGVLGH7KHWLQ\¿HOGVWDQGLQJRQDVPDOO
parcel of land which was recently transferred to HM from the nearby church was also substantially
lowered and now supports part of the walkway structure. The contract, substantially delayed from
WKHRULJLQDOHQGFRPSOHWLRQGDWHLVQRZFRQVLGHUHGFRPSOHWHSHQGLQJ¿QDOVQDJVZKLFKKDYH
to be resolved in early 2013.
With regards to the construction of the protective shelter, a second tender was published following
WKHQHJRWLDWHGSURFHGXUHIRUPZKLFKUHVWULFWVSDUWLFLSDWLRQWRWKRVHZKRELGIRUWKH¿UVWWHQGHU7KH
unusually complex evaluation took longer than expected but has now been completed. The letter of
award should be sent to the winning bidder by the Department of Contracts shortly and the contract
VLJQHGVRRQDIWHULIQRREMHFWLRQVDUH¿OHG
Other works were carried out at Tarxien. Conservation works within the Temple structures are
ongoing. The pointing exercise sanctioned by the SCCMT is almost complete and a new condition
assessment, reviewing the results of the conservation plan and identify any new problems, is planned.

The granting of the MEPA permit requested in 2010 allowed works to start on the dismantling of
several rubble boundary walls at Tarxien and the rebuilding of one of them. The latter in particular
did not form part of the ERDF project but was rendered necessary by the condition of the wall and
its proximity to the walkway and to one of the areas to be excavated for the shelter supports. The
ZRUNVZHUHFDUULHGRXWE\9DVVDOOR%XLOGHUVDVDYDULDWLRQRQFRQWUDFW&7,QDVHSDUDWH
EXWUHODWHGWDVN+0LQVWDOOHGDWHPSRUDU\IHQFLQJLQWKH¿HOGDWWKHEDFNRIWKHVLWHWRFRPSHQVDWHIRU
the additional security risk caused by the dismantling of the rubble walls and the construction of the
walkway. This is a temporary measure which will last until the outer boundary wall which separates
WKHEDFN¿HOGIURP6DPPDW6WUHHWLVUHSODFHG7KH0(3$SHUPLWIRUWKLVZRUNZDVLVVXHGWKLV\HDU 

'HPROLVKLQJRIERXQGDU\ZDOOEHWZHHQ7HPSOHVLWHDQGEDFN¿HOGZLWKSURWHFWLYHVFDIIROGLQJLQVWDOOHG
to ensure safety of archaeological remains
Works have also started on improving the overall aesthetics of the site. The raised area overlooking
the remains next to the boundary wall with the church is being refurbished in order to integrate it
in the visitor route at Tarxien. In the second quarter of 2012, a shanty hut which served for many
years as a tool shed in this area has been demolished and several of the larger almond trees were
removed to allow a clear view of the Temple facade from the same area. Several other large trees
ZHUHUHPRYHGIURPDURXQGWKHVLWHWRHQVXUHJRRGYLVLELOLW\RIWKHUHPDLQVIURPWKHVLWH,QWKH¿UVW
quarter of the year herbicide also started being applied manually, leaf by leaf, to the larger and more
invasive plants within the Temple remains but it was discontinued in the third quarter due to lack of
human resources. In December, following completion of the major works related to the walkway, a
plan for the remaining works required was drawn up.
Also, in preparation for the refurbishment of the current visitor facilities at Tarxien, the department
has changed the terms of the 2003 agreement on a concession given to a local farmer to use a
VPDOOVWRQHKXWDVKHOWHUHGDUHDDWLWVEDFNDQGWKH¿HOGWRWKHOHIWRIWKHHQWUDQFHSDVVDJHZD\DW
Tarxien to cultivate small plants and vegetables. As per the new terms, his right to work the small
¿HOGKDVEHHQWHPSRUDULO\UHYRNHGWRHQVXUHQRKLQGUDQFHWRZRUNVRQWKH(5')SURMHFW7KLVZLOO

be reconsidered at the end of the project. The small hut has been permanently removed from the
concession as it is intended to become a staff room and storage area in the near future although he
was allowed to keep his tools in the shelter he had built at its back. This hut is currently being used
IRUWKHVDIHVWRUDJHRI¿QGVIURPWKHDUFKDHRORJLFDOH[FDYDWLRQVDQGWRROV
The department drafted an interpretation plan for the Tarxien Temples which includes traditional tools
for the walkway such as information panels but also new interpretation strategies and aids which are
PHDQWWRHQKDQFHWKHYLVLWRU¶VH[SHULHQFHDQGXQGHUVWDQGLQJ7KH¿UVWRIWKHQHZLQWHUSUHWDWLRQDLGV
DUHUHSOLFDVRIWZRODUJH7DU[LHQSKDVHµDPSKRUDH¶ZKLFKZHUHFRPPLVVLRQHGWRDORFDOFHUDPLFDUWLVW
and will be placed where they were discovered a century earlier. Also part of the artist’s commission
was replicas of twenty decorated sherds from the Temple Period to create an interactive point for
visitors. At the same time, the supports for the interpretation panels will be manufactured in-house.
All these elements will be installed on site in 2013.

Tarxien replicas - Full scale replicas of two Tarxien Period Amphoras created to be displayed on site
LQWKHORFDWLRQZKHUHWKHRULJLQDOVZHUHGLVFRYHUHGEHWZHHQDQG
Hypogeum
Environmental Management: Exchange with the engineer designing a new environmental control
system for the site resumed, and the results of the analysis of environmental monitoring data gathered
throughout the year were forwarded to him, together with plans of the site and overlying structure.
The engineer was also supplied with results of two thermographic surveys conducted during March
DQG0D\7KHGXUDWLRQRIWKHFRQWUDFWKDVEHHQH[WHQGHGWRDOORZ+0VXI¿FLHQWWLPHWRJDWKHUWKLV
data before the designs are drawn, to ensure that the design of the system is based on real data.
In preparation for studies to be carried out in 2013, and as advised by the conservation specialist
conducting analysis of environmental monitoring data gathered as part of the project part-funded
by Norwegian Funds (see above), mapping of alterations within the Upper Level of the site was
FRQGXFWHGE\VFLHQWLVWVIURPWKH'6/0DSSLQJZDVFRQGXFWHGRYHUWZRZHHNVEHWZHHQDQG
DQGLQEHWZHHQHDFKWRXUWRUHVSHFWWKHFDUU\LQJFDSDFLW\RIWKHVLWHGHJUHHVLPDJHV

taken during the laser scanning of the site in 2010 were used, and a complete documentation of
alterations in the Upper Level is now available. Further mapping of the other two levels will be
carried out as part of the biological survey to be carried out in 2013-14.
0DSSLQJRIWKHSUHVHQFHDQGORFDWLRQRIFRQGHQVDWLRQDQGZDWHULQ¿OWUDWLRQDQGSRROLQJZDVDOVR
carried out in April and August. The aim of this exercise is to determine patterns of water accumulation
within the site. Two thermographic surveys of the external wall of the building overlying the site were
also carried out in March and May by the DSL, to supply information on the insulation properties of
the same wall to the engineer designing a new environmental management system.
Trials with different types of non-slip tapes were conducted in a few areas within the site, until a
suitable product which adheres to the steps in spite of the high levels of water present at the site was
found. Non-slip tape is now being installed throughout the site to reduce slipping hazards. Another
action related to visitor safety was the review of the current set up of emergency lights, conducted
together with the Estate and Security Department. Some changes to the set up were agreed on and
are currently being implemented. Loose tiling in a part of the visitor area was also replaced with
carpeting.
Following a drainage leak into the site, communication was made with the Department of Public
+HDOWKDQGWHVWVZKLFKDUHDFFHSWDEOHWRERWKWKH3XEOLF+HDOWK'HSDUWPHQWDQG+0ZHUHLGHQWL¿HG
to identify the location of the leak. Contacts were made with the owner of the house in question, and
the carrying out of these tests has been approved and quotations are in hand. These are expected
to be carried out early next year.
EEA/Norwegian Funds
7KH &RQVHUYDWLRQ RI WKH +DO 6DÀLHQL +\SRJHXP :RUOG +HULWDJH 6LWH VXSSRUWHG E\ D JUDQW IURP
Norway through the Norwegian Financial Mechanism 2004-09
The contract for installation of equipment and analysis of environmental data was concluded during
this reporting period. Two visits were conducted by the consultant conservation scientist, during one
of which the results of a full year of monitoring were presented to both the Hypogeum Environmental
Management Investigation group (HEMI) and HM staff. Following the conclusion of the contract,
regular maintenance is still being conducted by Evolve Ltd every fortnight. This is ensuring that
the equipment continues to function well in spite of the harsh environment within the site. Evolve
/WG KDYH XSJUDGHG DOO WKH ¿UPZDUH RI WKH WUDQVPLWWHUV ZKLFK DUH FRQQHFWHG WR WHPSHUDWXUH DQG
humidity probes, and also connected them to the 12V supply rail using stabilised voltage regulators
supplied by Eltek. This has eliminated the need for batteries in the Middle Level, which due to the
harsh environment were being depleted within a short time-frame. As a result, maintenance of the
system will be more sustainable in the long-term. The contractor has also replaced the UPS with an
upgraded model, which shuts down the system gracefully in the event of a power cut, thus avoiding
damage to the operating system and hardware. Regular maintenance is also conducted on the
server. As part of the same contract, training on vibration monitoring and on the use of vibration
sensors which were purchased through this project was conducted for DSL staff. The project was
RI¿FLDOO\FORVHGRQ$SULO

$ 1HZ (QYLURQPHQWDO 0DQDJHPHQW 6\VWHP IRU WKH +DO 6DÀLHQL +\SRJHXP :RUOG +HULWDJH 6LWH
EEA Financial Mechanism 2009-14
Following the submission of the application in 2011, a feasibility study for the project was carried
out as requested by the PPCD. Several exchanges have been made with PPCD regarding the
project, and formal approval and signing of the grant agreement is expected in 2013. Nevertheless,
preparatory work for the project is already in progress. Terms of reference for the project architect
have been concluded and a quotation was requested from Dr Marc Bonello. This quotation is in
hand and within budget, and a direct order is being sought. Dr Bonello (TBA Periti) was the architect
LQYROYHGLQWKHUHIXUELVKPHQWRIWKH+\SRJHXPGXULQJWKHVDQGZDVLQVWUXPHQWDOLQ¿QGLQJ
practical solutions for necessary elements in the structure overlying the site. Dr Bonello is therefore
YHU\IDPLOLDUZLWKWKHVLWH¶VVHQVLWLYHQDWXUHDQGFRQFHUQVDQGWKLVZLOOHQVXUHWKDWDQ\UHSDLUVDQGRU
changes to the structure are fully compatible with the conservation requirements of the Hypogeum.
$GGLWLRQDOO\FRQVLGHULQJWKDWWKHZRUNVLQYROYHDOWHUDWLRQVGHYHORSPHQWVRYHUWKHH[LVWLQJVWUXFWXUDO
elements, it is ethically correct to proceed with the original architect who designed and assumed
responsibility for the structure. Terms of reference for the biological study, the condition assessment
and project manager are also drafted and will be discussed early next year.
7D¶ƪDƥUDWDQG6NRUED
A revaluation of the lands surrounding Skorba Temples, which were expropriated in 1992, was
requested by HM from the Lands Department, in view of the changes in the nature of the lands from
developable to non-developable. Furthermore, communication was re-established with the previous
land-owners informing them that the remains which presently lie outside the boundary fence at
6NRUEDZLOOVRRQEHLQFRUSRUDWHGZLWKWKHUHVWRIWKHVLWHE\PRGL¿FDWLRQVWRWKHSUHVHQWIHQFH:LWK
regard to encroachment and development issues at Mgarr, the department was consulted by the
SCH and MEPA on applications for permits which could potentially leave a negative impact on either
of the two sites.

ƤJDQWLMD7HPSOHV
'XULQJ )HEUXDU\ WKH DUHD HDUPDUNHG IRU WKH UHORFDWLRQ RI WKH WLFNHWLQJ RI¿FH ZDV FOHDUHG DQG D
number of shrubs were transplanted by in-house staff to allow for the placement of the ticketing
RI¿FHDQGJLIWVKRS7KLVWRRNSODFHLQRUGHUWRIDFLOLWDWHFRPPHQFHPHQWRIVWUXFWXUDOZRUNVRQVLWH
as part of the ERDF Archaeological Heritage Conservation Project, and to separate the construction
area from that frequented by visitors. A temporary brick wall was erected as hoarding around the
temple complex in March. The ticket booth and gift shop were relocated to the new temporary
HQWUDQFHRQ3DULVRW6WUHHWRQ0DUFK

$ QXPEHU RU URDG VLJQV ZHUH SULQWHG DQG LQVWDOOHG LQ ;DJƫUD LQ YLHZ RI WKH HQWUDQFH UHORFDWLRQ
Landscaping works forming part of the ERDF project consisted of uprooting of trees which took
SODFHLQ0DUFK'XULQJWKHVDPHPRQWKDUHTXHVWZDVVXEPLWWHGWR:6&WR¿[DWHPSRUDU\FDPHUD
in the Interpretation Centre area in order to be able to take continuous footage. This request was
granted and two cameras were installed on 23 May, one in the Interpretation Centre area and one
FRYHULQJWKHPXOWLSXUSRVHVSDFHEHKLQGƤJDQWLMD$VXEPHWHUWRWKH:6&PDLQHOHFWULFDOVXSSO\
ZDVLQVWDOOHGWRHQDEOHUHFRUGLQJRI&&79FDPHUDV¶FRQVXPSWLRQ$VLWHPHHWLQJZLWK;DJƫUD/RFDO
Council and HM CEO took place in April to discuss the ERDF project. The third party kiosk was
UHPRYHGIURPRXWVLGHWKHƤJDQWLMDJDWHE\LWVSULYDWHRZQHULQ$SULO

7UDQVSRUW0DOWDVHWXSWZRWD[LVWDQGVDQGDED\IRUXQORDGLQJRI+RS2Q2IIEXVHVFORVHWRWKH
ƤJDQWLMDQHZHQWUDQFHRQ0D\$QXPEHURISDOPWUHHVLQWKH,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ&HQWUHDUHDZHUH
UHPRYHG DQG GHOLYHUHG WR :6&SUHPLVHV LQ 6DQQDW RQ -XQH$UFKDHRORJLFDO PRQLWRULQJ ZRUNV
in connection with soil removal and bedrock exposure occurred throughout May and June, and
resumed whenever excavation works took place. A number of vine trenches cut in the bedrock were
exposed during this exercise. A landscape survey using terrestrial laser scanning equipment was
used to record these vine trenches. Most of them were reburied, while a few were left exposed in
order to be enjoyed by visitors exiting the Interpretation Centre.
Also in June, the foundations of the Interpretation Centre were constructed, followed by installation
of services in July and construction of the ground slab in September. Construction works on the
exit building were initiated in June; the rock face was cleaned and the foundations laid in July.
Infrastructure services were laid out in August, while the ground slab was constructed in October. The
SDWKZD\VZHUHIRUPHGLQ0D\VRRQDIWHUVRLOUHPRYDOLQWKHƤJDQWLMDJURXQGVDQGWKHLUFRQVWUXFWLRQ
FRQWLQXHGWKURXJKRXWVXPPHUZLWKWKH¿UVWFRUWHQIUDPHVDQGH[SRVHGDJJUHJDWHSUHFDVWVODEV
being laid in November.

Late in August and early September the temporary brick hoarding was dismantled and replaced
with a scaffold structure to enable new road and landscaping works in the multi-purpose space. Two
ERDF billboards were erected next to the Interpretation Centre area and the temporary entrance in
September and October respectively. A block plan of the parking area outside the exit building was
submitted to MRRA upon request, marking the location of a charging station for an electric vehicle.

$Q RQVLWH PHHWLQJ ZLWK 3URI7RUSLDQR DQG WKH 6FLHQWL¿F &RPPLWWHH WRRN SODFH RQ  6HSWHPEHU
in order to discuss Prof. Torpiano’s proposals in view of the scaffold structure on the façade (part
RI WKH VDPH (5') SURMHFW  7KH 6FLHQWL¿F &RPPLWWHH H[SUHVVHG VRPH FRQFHUQV UHJDUGLQJ WKH
management of surface water runoff as part of the new design of the project, and a subsequent
PHHWLQJEHWZHHQWKH6FLHQWL¿F&RPPLWWHHDQG(5')SURMHFWDUFKLWHFWVWRRNSODFHLQ2FWREHU
,Q-XO\D*35H[HUFLVHZDVFDUULHGRXWLQWZR¿HOGVLQWKHƤJDQWLMDJURXQGVWRFKHFNIRUWKHSRVVLELOLW\
of any underground caves, however giving negative results. Repairs to a collapse in the retaining
wall of the olive grove were carried out in September following heavy rain earlier that month. An
additional course was constructed above the same retaining wall in December in order to prevent
ORVV RI VRLO GXULQJ WKH ZHW VHDVRQ 5RXWLQH SORXJKLQJ DQG JUDVVFXWWLQJ RI WKH ƤJDQWLMD JURXQGV
occurred throughout the year.
)LQDO VQDJV LQ WKH ZDONZD\ LQFOXGLQJ WKH LQVWDOODWLRQ RI D PLVVLQJ ÀRRGOLJKW LQ WKH 6RXWK7HPSOH
central apse, were addressed by the contractor in February. The frames for the information panels
together with LED light shades to be installed above each panel were tested in August and are
pending installation. The info panels were completed in April, including printing and delivery to Gozo.
Several repairs were carried out on the weather station including the replacement of a faulty relativehumidity and temperature remote sensor in January, and to the remote connection to Bighi in
November. Repairs were also carried out to the main gate on Parisot Street following damages by
the WSC bowser in March. Servicing and repairs to the Exalta binoculars and multilingual info-pod
and binoculars were carried out in May and June. The latter was re-sprayed and re-wired following
several faults. The CCTV system installed by Alberta in 2010 was removed in June in order to
EHUHORFDWHGWR*ƫDU'DODPE\WKHVDPHVXSSOLHU7KHƤJDQWLMDVRXYHQLUVKRSFORVHGGRZQRQ
October.
7KURXJKRXW WKH \HDU D QXPEHU RI 0(3$ DSSOLFDWLRQV LQ WKH YLFLQLW\ RI ƤJDQWLMD 7HPSOHV ZHUH
reviewed and feedback was forwarded to the SCH.
%RUƥLQ1DGXU
For Borg in-Nadur, the year was characterised by increased research in order to understand the site
better and to enhance its status. The most important issue in this regard was the ownership of the
lands in which the Neolithic and Bronze Age remains are located, as well as the lands which lie in
their immediate vicinity.
Throughout the year, direct communication with
the Lands Department and the Notarial Archives
KDV OHG WR ¿QDOLVH WKH UHVHDUFK DQG FRQFOXGH
that most of the lands in question are still under
private ownership, with the exception of a small
portion of land (containing the Neolithic remains)
which had been expropriated by the government
LQ*LYHQWKHSUHVHQWVLWXDWLRQ+0LVQRW
in a position to expropriate the lands containing
the Bronze Age remains. HM is now preparing
WRVXEPLWDUHTXHVWIRUDµWUDQVIHURIWLWOH¶RIWKH
land which is property of the government so as
to be able to rectify is position as owner of the
ODQG 2QFH WKLV LV ¿QDOLVHG LPPHGLDWH DFWLRQ
will be taken to secure the site better.

;DJƫUD6WRQH&LUFOH
$ QHZ JDWH ZDV LQVWDOOHG LQ WKH IHQFH RI WKH ;DJƫUD 6WRQH &LUFOH LQ )HEUXDU\ E\ WKH *R]R$UHD
2I¿FH7KURXJKRXWWKH\HDUDFRQVLGHUDEOHQXPEHURISODQQLQJDSSOLFDWLRQVLQWKHYLFLQLW\RIWKH
site were reviewed and feedback provided accordingly to the SCH. A number of technical studies
are also underway to assess the best way of conserving the site, possibly by the installation of a
protective shelter.

Interpretation, Events, and Exhibitions
Arts and Palaces Department
The following modern art exhibitions and events were organised or hosted by the museum:
Therese Sciberras: Little White Lies, December 2011 – 14 January
Little White Lies can be considered a conceptual representation of what is considered as contemporary
art today. Sciberras combined a number of inspirations including the qualities of the traditional Italian
School and her daily inspirations. The exhibition was curated by Jens Bruenslow.
Paul Caruana: Short Stories, December 2011 – 14 January
The exhibition entitled Short Stories by Paul Caruana was held at il-Loggia. The works were
mainly autobiographical since Caruana illustrated his childhood memories. Most of the works were
watercolours while some others were oils. All the works were accompanied by a short story.
John Martin Borg: A Different Perspective, 4 February – 20 March
This was one of the few exhibitions in which the artist collaborated fully with the curators of the
NMFA. An extensive process of dialogue took place before the exhibition opening since both the
artist and the curators wanted to show another aspect of this well known local artist. The abstracts
works were exhibited in the Contemporary Hall.
Unni Askeland: Friezed [Continued], 14 January – 25 March
This exhibition was organised in collaboration with Christine Xuereb of Artitude Gallery (Private
*DOOHU\ $VHULHVRIZRUNVRQVKRZZHUHEURXJKWIURPDSULYDWHFROOHFWLRQLQ1HZ<RUN$QLQWHUHVWLQJ
fact is that this exhibition was built on two particular themes. One was built on the idea of a frieze in
which stylised natural landscapes were depicted, while the others were a series of prints showing
popular people inspired by Andy Warhol.
Aligi Sassu: Aligi Sassu Memories on Paper, 24 March – 31 May
HM, in collaboration with Aligi Sassu Foundation, presented works by the internationally acclaimed
artist Aligi Sassu. A set of unpublished drawings from different decades were on show. This exhibition
was curated by Natalia Suarez Sassu, a PhD candidate at the University of St Andrews Scotland
and a relative of the artist.

Kenneth Grima: Polarities, 29 March – 31 April
An exhibition of works by Kenneth Grima held at il-Loggia. A set of ceramic works both free standing
DQG KDQJLQJ ZRUNV ZHUH H[KLELWHG 7KH DUWLVW¶V GLIIHUHQW LQÀXHQFHV LQFOXGLQJ SULPLWLYLVP ZHUH
UHÀHFWHGLQWKHDUWZRUNV
Hubert J. Florl: Floating Bronze, 5 May – 17 June
Florl’s exhibition was a collaboration between HM and Trust Alliance. A number of bronze sculptures
of different size and inspirations were exhibited in the Loggia.
Victor Pasmore: The Victor Pasmore Donation, 19 June – 22 July
The Pasmore Family donated two works by Victor Pasmore and to celebrate
this kind gesture HM decided to organise an exhibition. Before this event
a lengthy conservation treatment, had to take place since the works were
extensively damaged.

Tarohei Nakagawa: Portraits, 23 June – 15 July
This exhibition was held at il-Loggia. Nakagawa, a contemporary Japanese artist, completed a
series of photographic works in which portraiture was taken to a different dimension. A contemporary
aspect of interpretation of identity was explored.
George Fenech: Art and Life of George Fenech, 28 July to 9 September
HM, in collaboration with the Fenech Family organised an exhibition dedicated to George Fenech.
The exhibition was curated by Lino Borg and Joseph Paul Cassar who also contributed to the book
dedicated to the same artist. This book, Art and Life of George Fenech, was launched during the
same exhibition opening.
Anna Miggiani: Now, Then and In-Between, 14 September – 21 October
For this particular exhibition the artist wanted the members of staff of the museum to curate the
exhibition. The artist was ready to collaborate fully and discuss with the curators the logistics and
the choice of works and layout.
Carl-Peter Buschkuhle: Headworks, 29 October up till 30 November
Headworks was a healthy collaboration between the UOM and HM. Buschkuhle, apart from
exhibiting his mixed media works (digital print, paint and ink) at il-Loggia, also delivered a number
of lectures at the UOM.

Brocktorff Map Makers, 30 November up till
6 January
The Malta Map Society in collaboration with HM
organised an exhibition of maps at the NMFA.
Works from both private and public collections
were intentionally borrowed for this event. A
catalogue was purposely produced for this
exhibition.

Paul Haber: Fusion, 10 December – 20 January
A new selection of ceramic works by Paul Haber was exhibited at il-Loggia. Haber experimented
widely with various techniques, glazes and materials.
Storja bl-Arti – A Story with Art: Notte Bianca Exhibition:7KLVH[KLELWLRQLVD¿UVWIRU0DOWDSURSRVLQJ
an innovative approach to curating exhibitions that are within greater reach of the general public. This
particular exhibition showcased the latest acquisitions, affected over the past three years through
purposely allocated central government funds, grouped under one word headings representing
key ideas across styles and make. This fresh approach shall be developed and adopted for other
forthcoming projects.
Curatorial support and assistance was also provided to other exhibition projects happening within
HM during period under review. These included the Peasant Costumes exhibition, for which an
essay was also written for the exhibition catalogue, and the editorial remit for the exhibition pamphlet
ERRNDQGFDWDORJXHHVVD\VSXEOLVKHGRQWKHRFFDVLRQRIWKHH[KLELWLRQµ+HQU\0D\R%DWHPDQ7KH
Man who … Loved Gozo’ held at the Salon, NMA.
Mattia Preti International Exhibition Project
This is a. This joint three-year project with the Museo Civico di Taverna in Calabria, Mattia Preti’s birth
place, commenced in 2010 and has the following objectives: A better understanding of the Mattia
3UHWLFROOHFWLRQDWWKH10)$DQGZRUNVDW7DYHUQDWKURXJKDUWKLVWRULFVFLHQWL¿FDQGFRQVHUYDWLRQ
point of view; promote this research through an international exhibition and a series of publications
that rethink Mattia Preti’s role and contribution to art in Malta and Baroque art in general, and to
VWUHQJWKHQQHWZRUNVDQGGHYHORS0DOWD¶VSRWHQWLDOWRGHYHORSDQGPDUNHWKLJKSUR¿OHLQWHUQDWLRQDO
H[KLELWLRQV WKURXJK ORDQ H[FKDQJHV DQG FROODERUDWLRQ ZLWK NH\ KLJKSUR¿OH LQWHUQDWLRQDO DQG
European museums.

The exhibition will be inaugurated in Taverna on 24
February and run till the 21 April. It will then move to
its second venue in Malta (State Rooms, President’s
Palace) between 3 May and 7 July. The following actions
have been completed to date or currently underway:
6HFXUH FRQ¿UPDWLRQ RI ORDQV IURP NH\ (XURSHDQ
museums and institutions including Prado (Spain),
Louvre (Paris), Brera (Milan), Musei Vaticani (Rome),
0XVHR GL &DSRGLPRQWH 1DSOHV  DQG RWKHUV GH¿QLWLRQ DQG HQGRUVHPHQW RI 6WDWH ,QGHPQLW\
documents providing insurance cover for loans; coordination of exhibition catalogue including over
 FDWDORJXH HQWULHV QLQH DFDGHPLF HVVD\V DQG DFTXLVLWLRQ RI SKRWRJUDSKLF PDWHULDO 6FLHQWL¿F
investigation on Preti’s works including high-tech apparatus which determines the constituent
elements of pigments and thus helps in the authentication of paintings and a better understanding
of their state of conservation has also been undertaken.

7KH¿QDOGUDIWVRIDSXEOLFDWLRQHQWLWOHG0DWWLD3UHWL%H\RQGWKH6HOI3RUWUDLWHGLWHGE\+00XVHR
Civico di Taverna and Midseabooks have been submitted. This publication features essays by the
exhibition curators and an introductory resume written by the acclaimed Italian scholar Giorgio Leone
from the Soprintendenza Speciale per il Patrimonio Storico Artistico ed Etnoantropologico e per il
Polo Museale of Rome. It will be published in February and anticipates some of the new hypotheses
RQ0DWWLD3UHWLWKDWVKDOOEHVKRZFDVHGIRUWKH¿UVWWLPHLQWKHH[KLELWLRQ
Restoration works on all paintings from the NMFA Collection to feature in the Mattia Preti exhibition
have been concluded, and work is underway for the procurement process and subsequent award
of the tender for transport of works of art from the lending museum to the two exhibition venues
and back. Development and implementation strategy of a marketing plan to cover build up to the
exhibition and beyond is also in an advanced stage. Thanks to support by the MTA the exhibition
has featured in the international tourism road show in Dublin. Promotion of the exhibition on social
media networks is well underway.

Ethnography Department
Inquisitor’s Palace
7KHGHSDUWPHQWRUJDQLVHGWKHIROORZLQJH[KLELWLRQVµ7KH&XOWRI6W3DXOLQ0DOWD¶ZDVKHOGLQWKH
main courtyard of the Inquisitor’s Palace from 10 February to 29 April. Patron saint and father of
Christianity in Malta, this exhibition focused on the cult of St Paul as it contributed to shape national
identity through the centuries. Exhibits included the vernacular element of art, literature and artefacts
tied to popular belief.
µ3HDVDQW &RVWXPHV ,QVLJKWV LQWR 5XUDO /LIH DQG
Society’: An exhibition of popular costumes from the
National Collection, this was the department’s major
exhibition for this year, and a star attraction for MGOZ’s
Lejlet Lapsi - Notte Gozitana from 18 May to 29 July.
Agricultural produce and harvesting, manufacturing
methods and artistic representation were interwoven
with costume displays to provide precious snippets of
the ordinary hard working peasant population whose
toil and simple life made inwards in literature and the
arts, particularly in the 19th century. Much more than
a display of popular attire, this exhibition celebrated
WKH¿UVWWDQJLEOHUHVXOWVRIWKHRQJRLQJQDWLRQDOWH[WLOH
collection project, enriched the general awareness on
the same and secured a number of donations. The
exhibition was complimented by four publications: the
catalogue Peasant Costumes: Insights into Rural Life
and Society, a set of print reproductions from authentic
watercolours by Francesco Zimelli within the National
Collection, and two intrinsically linked publications
namely Methods for Storing Historic Costumes and
Accessories with practical lessons learned from the
ongoing costume collection project and a pattern book to address the need for correct reproduction
of folk costumes, entitled Country Folk Costumes in Malta and Gozo: Description and Patterns. The
salient parts of this exhibition were subsequently represented at the Inquisitor’s Palace from 19
October to 27 January 2013, and were at the heart of various educational thematic programmes,
career-oriented visits and other outreach initiatives.
µ,QWKH:DNHRI&DUDYDJJLR¶$QH[KLELWLRQRIRLOSDLQWLQJVE\WKH+XQJDULDQDUWLVW7DPiV&VHUQD
inspired by the works of Baroque Master Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio, who remains associated

WKH,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFHDIWHUEHLQJVXPPRQHGIRUZLWQHVVLQ7KLVH[KLELWLRQKHOGIURP-XQH
WR$XJXVWZDVFRRUJDQLVHGE\+0WKH+XQJDULDQ(PEDVV\LQ5RPHDQG2SXV*DOHULHWR
bring together Hungary and Malta in an intercultural dialogue.
µ*LRYDQQL3LHWUR)UDQFHVFR$JLXVGH6ROGDQLV±$Q(LJKWHHQWK&HQWXU\*R]LWDQ(FFOHVLDVWLFDQG
Scholar’, was held on 7-23 September to mark the 300th birth anniversary of Agius de Soldanis.
The exhibition was organised by the MGOZ, HM, Malta Libraries and the UOM at the MGOZ, on
his 300th birth anniversary. This exhibition was also subsequently mounted at the NLM from 28
September to 18 November, and was accompanied by two publications: the exhibition catalogue
De Soldanis – An Eighteenth Century Intellectual and a booklet De Soldanis: L-Esploratur tal-Ilsien
Malti, which was distributed in all secondary schools.
Folk Music Exhibition: The department curated an exhibition for HM Showcase (former Café
Veneziana) in Melita Street, Valletta for the Notte Bianca on 29 September. The exhibition focused
on the popular aspect of music portrayed as an integral part of national identity. Besides illustrating
the production and relevance of the EHGEXW, the ĪXPPDUD, the ÀHMJXWD, the WDPEXU, the ĪDIĪDID
and the ĪDTTLWDOVRGHOYHGLQWRWKH¿UVWUHFRUGLQJVDVSUHFLRXVVQLSSHWVRIHDUO\WZHQWLHWKFHQWXU\
musical heritage. This exhibition was also set up at the MMM for Birgufest (19-20 October) and
VXEVHTXHQWO\DWWKH,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFHIURP2FWREHUWR-DQXDU\

$&KULVWPDV([KLELWLRQDW+06KRZFDVHZDVKHOGIURP'HFHPEHUWR-DQXDU\DQGLQFOXGHG
a small display of cribs from the national collection. A small representative sample from the Albert
and Lina McCarthy collection were displayed along an extensive circular traditional Maltese crib.

7KHGHSDUWPHQWDOVRRUJDQLVHGWKH¿UVWVXFFHVVIXOSDUWLFLSDWLRQRI+0LQWKHQDWLRQDOERRNIDLULQ
November, which registered considerable interest in HM publications and a good turnout in sales.
Most titles were offered at very accessible prices. Publications were also on offer at HM showcase
(former Café Veneziana in Melita Street) during Notte Bianca and the Christmas period.

The following events were also organised by the department. The thematic learning programme
RQWKHLQWDQJLEOH+HULWDJHRI+RO\:HHNDQG(DVWHULQ0DOWDWRRNSODFHRQDQG0DUFK
Besides viewing Passio et Ressurectio±WKHPXVHXP¶VSHUPDQHQWH[KLELWLRQRQWKHVXEMHFW
participants followed educational hands-on programme including the cooking of local 4DJƫDTWDO
$SSRVWOLƪHOZLQ culinary delight and the making of thematic Easter Lamb in plaster in a purposely
designed crafts session. This thematic learning programme was followed by another on Il-Patrimonju
WDO/HƥƥHQGL on 21- 31 May. Participants were introduced to the relevance of oral traditions and the
JUHDWVLJQL¿FDQFHRIOHJHQGVDVFDUULHUVRIQDWLRQDOLGHQWLW\SULPDU\VWXGHQWVZHUHHQJDJHG
in drama sessions whereby they enacted the legends of San Dimitri and O*ƫDUXVD WDO0RVWD
7KHVHZHUHIROORZHGE\DFRRNLQJVHVVLRQRIWUDGLWLRQDOELVNXWWLQLWDUUDƫDODVSLFNHGXSIURPWKH
UHIUHVKPHQWVVHUYHGGXULQJWKHZHGGLQJFHUHPRQ\RIO*ƫDUXVDWDO0RVWD
HM members, Folk groups and the general public were invited to a curator’s tour of the exhibition
µ3HDVDQW&RVWXPHV,QVLJKWVLQWR5XUDO/LIHDQG6RFLHW\¶ DWWKH0*2= DQGDSXEOLFOHFWXUHE\WKH
SULQFLSDOFRQVHUYDWRURIWH[WLOHVRQ-XO\$SUDFWLFDOZHDYLQJGHPRQVWUDWLRQE\$OGD%XJHMDRQD
traditional loom followed and refreshments were served at the end.
Thirteen sessions were held for the Skolasajf programme between 24 July and 31 August. Students
were encouraged to follow a specialised learning programme on the theme Solidarity with Commitment.
Thematic sessions were designed to promote intergenerational activities whereby participants were
introduced to games and leisure entailed by their grandparents which in themselves are carriers of
intangible heritage. Following a brief introduction on the Inquisitor’s Palace as the National Museum
of Ethnography, participants were engaged to produce their own kite in the traditional way and
prepare a seasonal refreshing lemon drink known as UXƥƥDWD.

Another thematic learning programme, this time on Weaving and Peasant Costumes, was held
IURPWR2FWREHU(LJKWVHVVLRQVFRPSOHPHQWHGWKH3HDVDQW&RVWXPHVH[KLELWLRQ6WXGHQWV
participated in an engaging tour of the exhibition whereby the main exhibition themes were illustrated
and manufacturing techniques delivered through an audiovisual. This was complimented with a
paper weaving crafts session whereby participants could appreciate better the intricate world of
traditional weaving. The Inquisitor’s Palace extended its opening hours at a specially reduced price
on the occasion of BirgufestRQ2FWREHUDQGDOVRKRVWHGWKHOHFWXUHµ7KH$UWRI'\LQJ:HOO¶
by Prof. Frans Ciappara on 24 November.

The traditional Christmas thematic learning programme was held from 3 to 12 December and
focused on The Intangible Heritage of Christmas in Malta. Besides viewing the Christmas-related
permanent exhibitions illustrating the main local traditions and international crib representations, 184
participants followed an educational hands-on programme including the cooking of local Pudina talƪREĪ Christmas culinary delight and the making of the traditional *ƫDƥHEFULE¿JXULQHIROORZLQJWKH
traditional method in clay. This programme was extended to culture card holders on 27 December,
when participants engaged in two hands-on-sessions, namely the cooking of the traditional Pudina
WDOƪREĪDQGWKHSURGXFWLRQRIWKHWUDGLWLRQDOFOD\FULE¿JXULQHVDQGZHUHRIIHUHGDFOD\¿JXULQH
ZKLFKWKH\PRGHOOHGDQG¿QDOLVHGWRUHSUHVHQWDQ\RIWKHFKDUDFWHUVSHUWDLQLQJWRWKHWUDGLWLRQDO
Maltese crib. On the following day a special Christmas thematic programme was offered exclusively
to HM members through a family based activity in which parents were encouraged to assume an
active role and assist their children. Participants were invited for a tour of the permanent Christmas
collections by Austin Galea, founding member of the *ƫDTGDƪELHEWDO3UHVHSML and the generous
donor of the majority of the artefacts on display in the Maltese Christmas Traditions exhibition. He
provided participants with precious insights and anecdotes behind most of the artefacts on display.
Accompanied by their parents, children engaged in two hands-on sessions to prepare the Pudina
WDOƪREĪ and produce their own pasturi in the traditional way. Refreshments consisting in traditional
seasonal culinary delights followed.

Fort St Angelo
Apart from several guided tours for specialised groups, an open day was held on 17 June, whereby
the general public was given the opportunity to view of the Fort before the commencement of the
UHVWRUDWLRQZRUNV7KHYLVLWRUVZKRWXUQHGXSUHFHLYHGDOVRDIUHHLOOXVWUDWHGERRNOHWRQWKH
Fort’s intrinsic value and HM’s vision for its valorisation and democratisation. In July, an exhibition
HQWLWOHGµ)RUW6W$QJHOR+HULWDJH([SHULHQFH¶ZDVVHWXSDWWKH000,WUDQWLOOWKHHQGRIWKHSHULRG
under review.

Folklore Museum
In April a number of cotton and woven specimens were washed, and the weaving loom and winding
skeins were cleaned thoroughly in preparation for the upcoming Peasant Costumes exhibition. A
considerable number of artefacts belonging to the weaving industry were temporarily loaned for the
Peasant Costumes exhibition at MGOZ (May-July). These were then transferred to the Inquisitor’s
Palace in August as part of the same exhibition. In summer, the previous textile-related rooms were
re-opened with a temporary textile display following structural maintenance works. The restored
clay statuette groups were placed once again on permanent display. In July a preparatory document
UHJDUGLQJD µ+LVWRULFKRXVH PXVHXPSURSRVDO¶HQYLVDJLQJ WKHHYHQWXDOUHYLVLRQRIWKHPXVHXP¶V
permanent display was compiled together with the Ethnography Department.
Gozo exhibitions and events
$OO &LWDGHO PXVHXPV IHDWXUHG LQ µMalta u lil Hinn Minnha’ on TVM.
Two open days were held: the four Citadel sites were opened free
RI FKDUJH RQ $XJXVW ZKLOH 7D¶ .ROD :LQGPLOO ZDV RSHQHG IUHH
of charge on 13 December and guided tours were offered. Two
interactive touch-screen kiosks in connection with the project www.
ilovefood.com.mt were installed at the Folklore Museum and Ta’ Kola
Windmill respectively in January. New websites on the two museums
ZHUH ODXQFKHG YLD WKH VDPH SURMHFW >KWWSZZZLORYHIRRGFRPPW
IRONORUHPXVHXP
KWWSZZZLORYHIRRGFRPPWWDNRODZLQGPLOO@
Draft content for the eventual implementation of audio-guides at Ta’
Kola Windmill was concluded in January. The moon-rock at the Gozo
Nature Museum was relocated to a new showcase in the Geology
Hall in April. A small temporary display focusing on artefacts linked
with Canon G.P. Agius de Soldanis was put up at the same museum
in connection with the Notte Gozitana events (18-20 May). This
was loaned temporarily for the Agius de Soldanis commemorative
exhibition at the MGOZ and the NLM respectively (Sep-Oct).

A programme of activities for Skolasajf was prepared and implemented from mid-July till end of
August. This year it was decided to include the Peasant Costumes exhibition in the educational
programme since it was still running till end of July. A repeat of the same activities was carried out
at Ta’ Kola during August. The main focus of these activities was on traditions and original Maltese
terms associated with peasant costumes and their manufacture, which are in danger of being
forgotten and lost. The aim was to instil in our young visitors a pride for our rich cultural heritage
and a responsibility to preserve it and thus pass it on to future generations. A total of 214 students
from twelve centres participated. A total of 4,010 students visited Gozo museums and sites between
January and November as part of their extra-curricular activities.
A new poster was designed to market the First Sunday promo ticket in Citadel sites and distributed
in June. The Gozo multi-site ticket was reintroduced in November at a reduced price. The Gozo Area
2I¿FHFROODERUDWHGZLWKWKH2$6,)RXQGDWLRQE\RIIHULQJIUHHDFFHVVDQGJXLGHGWRXUVLQDQXPEHU
of HM sites for OASI residents as part of their therapeutic programme (Sep-Dec). The Gozo Area
2I¿FHSURYLGHG0*2=DQG07$ZLWKLQIRUPDWLRQOHDÀHWVRI+0*R]RVLWHVIRUGLVWULEXWLRQGXULQJ
all cruise liner visits to Gozo in order to improve marketing of our sites. Revisions of website texts
on all Gozo sites were submitted for the new HM website. Revisions regarding HM sites were also
submitted to the MGOZ for the website www.visitgozo.com in August. Meetings were held with the
authors of Bradt travel guide to Malta and Gozo, and the French travel guide book Guide du Routard
respectively, regarding revisions for the next editions.
Besides participating fully in the organisation of the Peasant Costumes and Agius de Soldanis
H[KLELWLRQVDQGUHODWHGHYHQWVPHQWLRQHGDERYHWKH*R]R$UHD2I¿FHDOVRRUJDQLVHGWKHIROORZLQJ
H[KLELWLRQV DQG HYHQWV7KH H[KLELWLRQ µ0RGHUQ$UWLVWLF 6HQVLELOLWLHV LQ 0DOWHVH$UW¶ ZDV VHW XS DW
the Gozo Area Exhibition Hall, the Citadel between 18 November 2011 and 14 January. The same
ORFDWLRQDOVRKRVWHGµ-RXUQH\VRI'LVFRYHU\,,¶IURP0DUFKWR$SULODQGµPiù Forte del Tempo’,
E\,WDOLDQDUWLVW*LRUJLR&HOLEHUWLIURP0D\WR-XQH7KH*R]R+HULWDJH7UDLOµ,Q'HIHQFHRIWKH
Cross’ took place on 28 January. Three Culture Card activities were also held in Gozo as follows:
µ1DWXUH3KRWRJUDSK\¶KHOGLQWZRVHVVLRQV 0DUFKDQG$SULO µ&RPPXQLFDWLQJZLWKRUZLWKRXW
ZRUGV¶ $SULO DQGµ&KULVWPDVWKHPDWLFDFWLYLW\¶IRFXVLQJRQFULEPDNLQJWUDGLWLRQV'HFHPEHU
-XP L[;DJƫUD ZDV FHOHEUDWHG RQ  $SULO E\ JLYLQJ IUHH HQWUDQFH DQG JXLGHG WRXUV WR ;DJƫUD
UHVLGHQWVDWƤJDQWLMD7D¶.RODDQGWKH;DJƫUD6WRQH&LUFOH

7KH*R]R$UHD2I¿FHDOVRSDUWLFLSDWHGLQWKHµ&HOHEUDWLRQ([KLELWLRQ¶FRPPHPRUDWLQJWKH4XHHQ¶V
Jubilee, put up by the British Residents Association at the Citadel Centre for Culture and the Arts
IURP$SULO WR -XQH SDUWLFLSDWHG LQ WKH µ&DUHHUV LQ 7RXULVP¶ ([SR KHOG DW WKH *R]R &ROOHJH %R\V
6HFRQGDU\RQ$SULODQGLQµ6WHSV¶RUJDQLVHGE\WKH9LFWRULD/RFDO&RXQFLOLQWKH&LWDGHO
7KH2OG3ULVRQZDVRSHQHGIURPSPRQVL[FRQVHFXWLYH)ULGD\VIURP6HSWHPEHUXQWLO
October. All Citadel museums had late night openings on 18-20 May for the occasion of Lejlet Lapsi
– Notte Gozitana; a total of 1,427 attended free of charge. A children’s quiz focusing on the Citadel
sites was made available in all four museums.

Modern, Maritime, and Military History Department
Malta Maritime Museum
7KH PXVHXP RUJDQLVHG RU KRVWHG WKH IROORZLQJ H[KLELWLRQV DQG HYHQWV7KH DQQXDO µ/LIH DW 6HD¶
festival was organised in February and once again proved to be successful with the general public.
7KHH[KLELWLRQµ&KDUOHV'LFNHQVDQGWKH0DOWHVH6HDPHQ¶LQFOXGLQJDVPDOOGLVSOD\RIVDOYDJHG
material from the wreck, original photos and a copy of the painting The Volunteer, featured from
28 February to 28 December, while the IPMS Malta – SSM 31st Annual Scale Model Exhibition of
GHWDLOHGVFDOHPRGHOVRIDLUFUDIWVPDULQHYHVVHOVDUPRXUHGYHKLFOHVGLRUDPDVDQG¿JXULQHVZDV
LQDXJXUDWHGRQ0DUFKE\WKH3ULPH0LQLVWHU$QWKFHQWXU\SRUWXODQZDVRI¿FLDOO\SUHVHQWHGE\
Atlas Insurance Limited on 22 April, while the publication Frà Johann Josef, Frà Karl Leopold and
)Uj)HUGLQDQG9RQ+HUEHUVWHLQ.QLJKWVDQG6HD&DSWDLQVRI0DOWD by Prof. Dauber was launched
DWWKHPXVHXPLQFROODERUDWLRQZLWKWKH$XVWULDQ(PEDVV\RQ$SULO
A group of inmates from the Correctional Facility
of Corradino visited the MMM in collaboration with
ICOM Malta and HM on the occasion of International
0XVHXP'D\RQ0D\7KHDQQXDOJHQHUDOPHHWLQJ
of Grand Harbour Marina took place in June, and
two open days were organised on 7 June and 8
6HSWHPEHU 7KH H[KLELWLRQ µ)RUW 6W$QJHOR +HULWDJH
Experience’ including audiovisual footage of the Fort’s
history was held between 17 June and 3 December.
7KH UHVXOWV RI HQYLURQPHQWDO PRQLWRULQJ DW WKH ƪDO
6DÀLHQL+\SRJHXPZHUHSUHVHQWHGDWWKH6W$QJHOR
Hall by Tobit Curteis on 2 August, while the seminar
RQ WKH µ$UFKDHRWXU 3URMHFW ,QWHJUDWHG 0DQDJHPHQW
DQG 3URPRWLRQ RI $UFKDHRORJLFDO 6LWHV LQ 5DJXVD DQG 0DOWD ZDV KHOG RQ  6HSWHPEHU DW 6W
$QJHOR¶V+DOOZKLFKDOVRKRVWHGWKHOHFWXUHRQµ&RXQW6DYHULR0DUFKHVH¶V/LWHUDU\&RQWULEXWLRQV¶E\
Ms Krystle Farrugia organised by the Malta Historical Society on 18 September.
An exhibition of works by local contemporary artists set up in collaboration with the Valletta 2018
Foundation on the occasion of the visit by the Selection Committee of the European Capital of
&XOWXUHWR0DOWDRQ2FWREHU7KHH[KLELWLRQµ7UDGLWLRQDO0DOWHVH0XVLFDO,QVWUXPHQWV¶
was set up on 19-21 October on the occasion of Birgufest, which once again was very popular. The
,&200DOWDDQQXDOFRQIHUHQFHZDVKHOGRQ2FWREHUZKLOHLQ1RYHPEHUDJURXSRIHLJKW51
RI¿FHUVDQGPHQYLVLWHGWKHPXVHXPRQWKHRFFDVLRQRI+06,OOXVWULRXV¶YLVLWWR0DOWDDQGSUHVHQWHG
the museum with a damage control report sustained by HMS Illustrious (1940) in January 1941 at
Malta. The annual general meeting of the Friends of the MMM was held at the museum in December.

The following education-related events were also hosted at the museum: a hands-on session
including the making of the luzzuVFDOHGPRGHOXVLQJFDUGERDUGRQDQG$SULOWKHH[KLELWLRQ
µ$UWHQFRXQWHUV¶IRFXVLQJRQDUWPXVLFDQGOLWHUDWXUHE\WKHSXSLOVRI6W0DUJDUHW&ROOHJH&RVSLFXD
Primary in collaboration with HM as part of the Kreattiv programme from 14 to 31 May, and a treasure
hunt, museum tour and games for children who were introduced to boat building and signalling on
3 July. An In-service course for primary school educators which explored resources and ideas on
how museums and historical sites can be stimulating for cross-curricular topics was held on 9-11
July at the museum, which also hosted Skolasajf activities from 23 July to 30 August, and a Cultural
Mentors Network Meeting on 29 October.
During the year the museum was also visited by the following VIPs: A delegation from the San Diego
Maritime Museum in January, a group from the Soci dell’ Arsenale di Palermo in March, a delegation
of Naval EU States Admirals in June, and a group of Turkish naval and military historians led by two
admirals in September.
Palace Armoury
Artefacts from the Armoury travelled to the Kremlin, Moscow
WR IHDWXUH LQ WKH H[KLELWLRQ  µ1LQH &HQWXULHV RI 6HUYLQJ )DLWK DQG
Charity’ organised by the Kremlin Museums and Sovereign Military
2UGHU RI 0DOWD IURP  -XO\ WR  6HSWHPEHU 7KH VDPH DUWHIDFWV
subsequently travelled to Poland since they were included in the
H[KLELWLRQ µ$URXQG WKH 0DOWHVH &URVV¶ RUJDQLVHG E\ WKH +LVWRULFDO
Museum of Warsaw, highlighting important works of art and regalia
of the Order of St John and its links with Polish history from 19
October to 13 January 2013.
The Armoury participated in the Notte Magica in January, in the
1RWWH%LDQFDLQ6HSWHPEHUDQGLQWKHFKLOGUHQ¶VIHVWLYDOĩLJXĪDMJRQ
20 November, and was visited by a delegation of Naval EU States
Admirals and a group of Turkish naval and military historians led by
two admirals in June and September respectively.
National War Museum
The museum played an active participation in the 70th anniversary celebrations of the bestowal
of the George Cross to Malta. For a couple of days the George Cross was also displayed at the
Palace and in Gozo at the Banca Giuratale. The museum also participated with the loan of artefacts
in the 70th Anniversary Exhibition of the bestowal of the George Cross to Malta organised by the
British Residents Association of Gozo. On 24 August Skolasajf activities including the making and
decoration of paper boats and airplanes and a special adaptation of the classic game Naval Battle
based on Operation Pedestal were held at the museum.
2Q0D\WKHPXVHXPKRVWHGWKHRI¿FLDOSUHVHQWDWLRQWR+0RI0U&KDUOHV3DULV¶ZDUWLPHVOLSSHUV
made by him in captivity, and opened its doors free of charge for an open day on 8 September
and once again during the Notte Bianca on 29 September. The museum hosted HRH the Duke of
Glouchester on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the granting of the George Cross to Malta on
14 April. It was also visited by a delegation of Naval EU States Admirals in June, a group of Turkish
naval and military historians led by two admirals in September, and by a group of six Royal Navy
RI¿FHUVRQWKHRFFDVLRQRI+06Illustrious visit to Malta in November.

National Museum of Archaeology Department
Permanent Exhibition Project
Following the opening of the Bronze Age hall last year, works continued on the next hall focusing
on the early Phoenician period. This hall opened its doors to the public on 29 September for the
Notte Bianca and could be appreciated by the thousands who entered the museum for free on that
RFFDVLRQ7KHKLJKOLJKWVRIWKLVVHFWLRQZKLFKKDGQRWEHHQH[KLELWHGVLQFHDUHWKH+RUXV
and Anubis gold amulet, the large terracotta sarcophagus and the inscribed papyrus. The artefacts
chosen for this hall, aided by various media, present an overview of the general characteristics of
the Phoenicians and their legacy to the Maltese culture.

Work on the next hall, which will display the late Phoenician, Punic and Roman periods is underway.
7KHSLHFHVZKLFKPDNHXSD¿UHSODFHSUHYLRXVO\LQVWDOOHGLQRQHRIWKHURRPVRIWKHXSSHUÀRRU
KDYHEHHQWUDQVIHUUHGWRWKH10$IURPWKHVWRUHVRIWKH6&+LQ9HUGDOD7KH¿UHSODFHKDVEHHQ
conserved and will be re-instated in its former position in the room which has now been earmarked
to be the Roman period hall.
The text for the audio guides for the Neolithic and Bronze Age sections has been submitted. The
gallery sheets of the Bronze Age are also in an advanced stage of completion, while the educational
worksheets for the Bronze Age and Phoenician sections are being prepared.
Exhibitions and events
'XULQJWKHSHULRGXQGHUUHYLHZWKHPXVHXPKDVRUJDQLVHGDQGRUKRVWHGWKHIROORZLQJH[KLELWLRQV
and events.
)RU9DOHQWLQH¶V'D\ )HEUXDU\ DVPDOOH[KLELWLRQµ<HDUVRI5RPDQFH¶ZDVVHWXSLQWKH
OREE\RIWKHPXVHXPVKRZLQJWKHµ(PEUDFLQJFRXSOH¶DYHU\VPDOODUWHIDFWH[FDYDWHGIURP7DU[LHQ
Temples which shows two people embracing each other – the earliest representation of human
feelings in Malta’s history.
Culture Card events targeted for children of various ages were held during school holidays so as to
PDNHLWHDVLHUIRUWKHPWRDWWHQG7KUHHVHVVLRQVZHUHKHOGµ/LIHLQ3UHKLVWRULF7LPHV¶ZDVVSUHDG
RYHUWKUHHGD\V -DQXDU\ ZLWKDKDQGVRQDFWLYLW\WDNLQJSODFHGXULQJHDFKVHVVLRQLQFOXGLQJ
the making of tools from stones and bones, pottery making, and the decorating of stones using
WKH ERQH WRROV PDGH GXULQJ WKH ¿UVW VHVVLRQ µ&RPPXQLFDWLQJ :LWK RU :LWKRXW :RUGV¶ $SULO 
focused on the use of symbolic art, pictograms, and the invention of writing through prehistoric
times. Participants were given the opportunity to create their own work of art using shells and
bones on clay, to write a message using only pictograms, and decipher a message written in the
3KRHQLFLDQ DOSKDEHW µ7UDVK$UFKDHRORJ\¶  1RYHPEHU  WDFNOHG WUDVK DV DQ LPSRUWDQW UHVRXUFH
for archaeologists. Participants were shown how to decipher important archaeological facts from
trash. The archaeological experience also included an opportunity for children to present their own
theories and conclusions.

The publication 6LWHV$UWHIDFWVDQG/DQGVFDSH3UHKLVWRULF%RUƥLQ1DGXU0DOWD, edited by Davide
7DQDVLDQG1LFKRODV9HOODZDVODXQFKHGDWWKHPXVHXPRQ0DUFKE\+0DQGWKH$UFKDHRORJLFDO
Society of Malta. It contains a collection of essays on the site in its local landscape setting and in its
UHJLRQDOVRXWKFHQWUDO0HGLWHUUDQHDQFRQWH[WDQGDFRPSUHKHQVLYHFDWDORJXHRIWKH¿QGVWKDWKDYH
never been properly published before.
On 21 March Ms Maria Zammit from the UOM discussed the painted scenes on an ancient Greek
kraterIURPWKHQDWLRQDOFROOHFWLRQUHSXWHGWRKDYHEHHQIRXQGLQ0DOWDGXULQJDOHFWXUHµ$SKURGLWH
or Pandora? An Attic krater by the Louvre Painter in the NMA’. The presentation was introduced by
Prof. Anthony Bonanno who discussed Greek vase painting and the provenance of this krater, which
was on display for the occasion.
7KHH[KLELWLRQµ2YLG¶V0HWDPRUSKRVLV¶ZDVRUJDQLVHGDWWKHIR\HURIWKHPXVHXPIURP-XO\WR
August in collaboration with the Malta Classics Association and the UOM’s Evenings on Campus. It
included thirty six printed illustrations of Ovid’s Metamorphoses by German artist Monika Beisner.
,Q FRQQHFWLRQ ZLWK WKLV H[KLELWLRQ D VSHFLDO HYHQW µ0HWDPRUSKRVLV ZLWK 6DOYX 0DOOLD¶ ZDV KHOG RQ
12 August. In collaboration with the UOM’s Evenings on Campus, HM invited youths to take part
in a re-telling of a selection of Ovid’s Greek myths with Salvu Mallia, artist and TV personality.
Monika Beisner’s prints in the exhibition offered the point of departure for Salvu Mallia’s rendition
of these myths. A competition tied to this exhibition also enabled the children to submit their own
interpretation of Ovid’s myths.
7KHH[KLELWLRQµ0HWDO0DJLF±6SDQLVK7UHDVXUHVIURPWKH.KDOLOL&ROOHFWLRQV¶ZKLFKZDVRQVKRZDW
the Salon, came to a close on 29 July. Accompanying educational activities based on the damascene
LQOD\ WHFKQLTXH ZHUH SURYLGHG DQG D FRPSHWLWLRQ HQWLWOHG µ'HDGO\ %HDXWLIXO¶ ZLWK SUL]HV IRU WKRVH
FKLOGUHQ ZKR VKRZ WKH JUHDWHVW FUHDWLYLW\ ZDV KHOG 7KH 6DORQ DOVR KRVWHG WKH H[KLELWLRQ µ+0
Bateman – The Man Who Loved Gozo’ (29 September – 31 January 2013), including paintings and
other works by British eminent cartoonist H.M. Bateman (1887-1970). On this occasion a lecture
HQWLWOHGµ7KH0DQ:KR:DV+0%DWHPDQ¶ZDVGHOLYHUHGDWWKH6DORQE\0U$QWKRQ\$QGHUVRQ

author of the book with the same title, on 23 October.

During this year’s Notte Bianca, which was held 29 September, the NMA welcomed 3,130 visitors,
who had the opportunity to visit the permanent exhibitions, the temporary exhibition on H.M. Bateman
DQGSDUWLFLSDWHLQDFRPSHWLWLRQµ0\VWHU\REMHFWLQDER[¶,QIRUPDWLRQVKHHWVRQWKHPRVWLQWHUHVWLQJ
DUWHIDFWVRQGLVSOD\LQWKHPXVHXPZHUHKDQGHGRXWIRUWKLVHYHQW2Q2FWREHUWKH07$RUJDQLVHG
a workshop for Italian travel agents in the lecture room.

$QRWKHUHGXFDWLRQDOHYHQWZDVKHOGDWWKHPXVHXPRQWKHRFFDVLRQRIWKHĩLJXĪDMJ:RUOG&KLOGUHQ¶V
)HVWLYDORQ1RYHPEHU7KHWKHPHFKRVHQIRUWKLV\HDUZDVµ+HURHVYV9LOODLQV¶DQGWKH10$
IHDWXUHGZLWKDVPDOOSOD\RQµDUFKDHRORJLVWYVORRWHU¶
The museum also participated in the following temporary exhibitions or events in other locations:
µ%DFNWR/LIH/DWHVWFRQVHUYDWLRQSURMHFWVE\+0¶DWWKH101+IURP6HSWHPEHUWR2FWREHU
LQFOXGHG VHYHQ DUWHIDFWV IURP WKH 10$ 7ZHQW\¿YH DUWHIDFWV IURP WKH 10$ FROOHFWLRQ UHWULHYHG
IURPWKHĩHMWXQ5RPDQ9LOODGXULQJSDVWH[FDYDWLRQVIHDWXUHGSURPLQHQWO\LQDQH[KLELWLRQRQWKLV
VLWHRUJDQLVHGE\:LUWLĪĩHMWXQLQ2FWREHU2Q1RYHPEHUWKH10$WRRNSDUWLQµ$QFHVWUDO9RLFHV
– Writings from the Past’ at the UOM. Several departments, including the Department of Classics
and Archaeology, organised a day long activity as part of Discover University Open Week, which
consisted of a combination of presentations and exhibits focusing on writings and writing systems
IURPWKHSDVWZLWKVSHFLDOUHIHUHQFHWRWKH0DOWHVH,VODQGV7KHUHZHUHSUHVHQWDWLRQVDQGRUH[KLELWV
RQ3KRHQLFLDQ3XQLF*UHHN/DWLQ+HEUHZ$UDELFDQG0DOWHVH9LVLWRUVJRWWKHRSSRUWXQLW\WRVHH
various inscribed artefacts and copies of ancient manuscripts, and could speak with various experts
LQ WKH DIRUHPHQWLRQHG OLQJXLVWLF ¿HOGV 7KH 10$ SDUWLFLSDWHG E\ OHQGLQJ D QXPEHU RI LQVFULEHG
artefacts which were used during these discussions.
A number of TV, radio and newspaper interviews were also conducted especially in view of the
new Bronze Age and Phoenician halls. A Facebook page has also been set up for the NMA. This
is updated weekly to keep followers, which so far number around 700, updated about the events
KDSSHQLQJDWWKH10$7KH10$ZDVDOVRDZDUGHGDµ&HUWL¿FDWHRI([FHOOHQFHIRUWKH<HDU¶
by the travel website Trip Advisor. Distinguished visitors to the museum during the year under review
included the Turkish and Australian Ministers of Foreign Affairs.
Gozo Museum of Archaeology
Plinths, backdrops, info panels and organic specimens were installed in the Prehistoric section
showcases (Food, Daily Life and Ritual). Two new artefacts were placed on permanent display in
WKH0HGLHYDO5RRPLQ0DUFK7KHVHZHUHWKHµFULSSOHGEHJJDU¶EURQ]HVWDWXHWWHSUHYLRXVO\NHSWLQ
VWRUDJHDQGDVWRQHZLWKDFDUYHGKXPDQ¿JXUHSUHYLRXVO\GHWDFKHGIURP5DVLO:DUGLMDVDQFWXDU\
VLWHOR.HUƛHP7KHODWWHUZDVKDQGHGRYHUWR+0E\WKH6&+$GLVFRLG¿JXULQHIUDJPHQWIURP
WKH ;DJƫUD 6WRQH&LUFOH ZDV SODFHG RQSHUPDQHQW GLVSOD\ LQWKH%URQ]H$JHURRPLQ$SULO7KH
permanent display inventory was transferred to a standard template which is compatible with
MUSES during July and August through the assistance of a summer student. The marble she-wolf
statue was temporarily loaned to the Agius de Soldanis commemorative exhibition at MGOZ and the
1/0LQ6HSWHPEHUDQG2FWREHU7KHPXVHXPIHDWXUHGLQVHYHUDOSURJUDPPHVRIµMalta u lil Hinn
Minnha’ on TVM throughout the year, including the new season which started in October. All work
ZDVLPSOHPHQWHGE\WKH*R]R$UHD2I¿FH
Natural History Department
During the year under review work focused on general maintenance and no new display areas were
inaugurated. The museum organised or hosted the following exhibitions and events:
7KH YLGHR µ&UDQHV RYHU 6SDLQ¶ E\ 6WHYH =DPPLW /XSL ZDV VFUHHQHG WR %LUG/LIH 0DOWD PHPEHUV
RQ)HEUXDU\2Q$SULOWKH101+RQFHPRUHSDUWLFLSDWHGLQWKH0GLQD0HGLHYDO)HVWZLWK
reduced prices and organised tours of the museum; a hands-on display on distillation was also set
XSLQWKHIURQWFRXUW\DUG$SKRWRJUDSKLFH[KLELWLRQµ7KURXJKP\/HQV¶E\%ULDQ-$EHODZDVKRVWHG
from 29 June to 29 July. The Wolverhampton Choir performed in the front courtyard of the museum
RQ-XO\ZKLOHWKHQHZH[KLELWLRQKDOOLQWKHH[3ROLFH6WDWLRQKRVWHGLWV¿UVWH[KLELWLRQHQWLWOHG
µ%DFNWR/LIH/DWHVWFRQVHUYDWLRQSURMHFWVE\+0¶IURP6HSWHPEHUWR2FWREHU

7KHVHQLRUFXUDWRUFRQGXFWHG+0¶Vµ6XQVHW7RXU¶RIWKHƪDƥDU4LP7HPSOHVDQG1DWXUH7UDLOVRQ
$SULODQGWKH&RPLQR+HULWDJH7UDLORQ0D\7KHVHQLRUFXUDWRUDOVRSUHVHQWHGWZROHFWXUHVWR
0&$676WXGHQWVRQWKHµ8VHRI)RVVLOVIRU6WXG\LQJ&OLPDWH&KDQJH¶LQ-DQXDU\DQGDQRWKHUOHFWXUH
at MCAST (Agri-business) on research facilities at the NMNH on 23 April. The museum participated
DFWLYHO\ LQ D RQH GD\ FRQIHUHQFH µ1DWXUD  4XR 9DGLV¶ RUJDQLVHG E\ *DLD )RXQGDWLRQ RQ 
$SULODQGLQDQLQWHUQDWLRQDOFRQIHUHQFHRQµ5HKDELOLWDWLRQRI&RDVWDO6LWHV¶KHOGRQWKHLVODQGRI
&RUYR$]RUHVRQ0D\7KHVHQLRUFXUDWRUFRQGXFWHGDQDWXUHZDONµ1LJKWOLIHDWWKH3DUN¶DW
il-Majjistral Heritage Park in collaboration with Nature Trust on 28 July, while NMNH staff led a group
of teachers and students from Giovanni Curmi Higher Secondary School, Naxxar on a day trip to
&DYDG¶,VSLFDDQG2DVLGL9HQGLFDUL6LFLO\RQ1RYHPEHU
Introduction to Nature Photography: HM’s Education Unit and the NMNH organised a course to
introduce primary and secondary school students to the art of nature photography. The course was
held at the NMNH (3 and 24 March) and at the Gozo Nature Museum (10 April and 10 May). The
best photographs submitted by the participants were posted on the museum’s Facebook page.
The museum once again participated actively in this year’s SkolaSajf edition, from 24 July to 31
August. Children were guided around the museum, played a game about animal families and
crafted their own plaster animals. Another educational activity on animal families was organised on
2 November. Children had the opportunity to play educational games, tour the museum and feel
different animal bones, skins and become familiar with the features that distinguish particular animal
families.
7KH )DFHERRN SDJH DQG EORJ KWWSKHULWDJHPDOWDZRUGSUHVVFRP  ZHUH UHJXODUO\ XSGDWHG ZLWK
various news and topics related to the museum and events. The NMNH also had good media
coverage through a number of TV interviews on various aspects of natural heritage. The NMNH was
also featured in a number of press articles and news.

*ƫDU'DODP
A very successful open day was held on 19 March, during which animated guided tours featuring
µ*LXVHSSH'HVSRWW¶ZHUHFRQGXFWHG
$Q0&$67VWXGHQWSUHSDUHGDGLJLWLVHGSURJUDPPHRQ*ƫDU'DODPDVSDUWRIKLV,7FRXUVH,WLV
HQYLVDJHGWKDWLQWKH¿QLVKHGLQWHUDFWLYHSURMHFWZLOOEHLQVWDOOHGDW*ƫDU'DODPWRDXJPHQWWKH
interactive interpretation provision on site.

Phoenician, Roman, and Medieval Sites Department
The open day and guided tours of the Domvs Romana on 19 March were extremely popular. A
special programme of educational activities highlighting domestic life in Roman times was organised
IRUFKLOGUHQIURP,QVSLUH)RXQGDWLRQIURP-XO\WR$XJXVWZKLOHWKHVLWHIHDWXUHGLQWKH5DEDW
Evening Tour: extended opening hours and discounted price from 4 to 30 September. San Pawl
Milqi was opened to the public for the yearly mass and guided tours on 10 February on the occasion
of the feast of St Paul. Guided tours were also held on the occasion of Festa Bdiewa Burmarrard
RUJDQLVHGE\WKH%XUPDUUDG$GPLQLVWUDWLYH&RXQFLORQ-XQHZKLOHDFXOWXUDOYLVLWWRWKHVLWH
ZDVKHOGE\WKH0&&$RQ0DUFK Ta’ Mintna CatacombsKRVWHGDFXOWXUDOWRXUE\$=$'RQ
February.

Prehistoric Sites Department
ƪDƥDU4LPDQG0QDMGUD
7KHDXGLRJXLGHVFULSWIRUWKHYLVLWRUFHQWUHƪDƥDU4LPDQG0QDMGUDKDVEHHQWUDQVODWHGLQWRPXOWLSOH
ODQJXDJHVDQGDXGLRJXLGHVZLOOEHODXQFKHGRQVLWHVKRUWO\$QH[HUFLVHWRFUHDWHDYLVLWRUSUR¿OHIRU
YLVLWRUVWRƪDƥDU4LPDQG0QDMGUDFRQWLQXHGZLWKWKHKHOSRIWKUHHVWXGHQWVZKRXQGHUWRRNSDUWRI
the study as part of their Systems of Knowledge Course in their Post-Secondary studies. The sites’
opening hours were extended to 19.00 between 1 April and 30 September. An audit of the directional
VLJQDJHOHDGLQJWRƪDƥDU4LPDQG0QDMGUDZDVDOVRFDUULHGRXWDQGQHZVLJQVZHUHLQVWDOOHGLQ

collaboration with related Local Councils to facilitate vehicle access to the sites.
7KH WZR VLWHV KRVWHG WKH IROORZLQJ DFWLYLWLHV ƪDƥDU 4LP DQG 0QDMGUD ZHUH HVSHFLDOO\ RSHQHG WR
the public for the observation of the Equinox and Solstice sunrise in March, June, September and
December. Tickets for these events were mostly sold out, and complimentary coffee and seasonal
VQDFNVZHUHDOVRRIIHUHGWRSDUWLFLSDQWVDVSDUWRIWKHHYHQW$QHYHQWWRPDUNWKHWKDQQLYHUVDU\
of BirdLife Malta was hosted at the Visitor Centre on 28 January. A silent concert of electronic music
HQWLWOHGµ2UDFOH¶E\ORFDODUWLVW&\JQDZDVRUJDQLVHGDWƪDƥDU4LPLQ0DUFK7KLVHYHQWZDVVROGRXW
and resulted in an original experience for interacting with the sites. A passion play with a difference,
µ,O3DVVMRQLI¶ƪDƥDU4LP¶ZDVKHOGLQWKHODQGVFDSHEHWZHHQƪDƥDU4LPDQG0QDMGUDRQ0DUFK
and 1 April.
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On 12 April a session forming part of
the Expressive Arts Symposium was
held at the Visitor Centre audiovisual
hall and included a private concert
by local artist Renzo Spiteri. To
mark World Heritage Day, a Sunset
+HULWDJH 7UDLO ZDV KHOG DW ƪDƥDU
4LP DQG 0QDMGUD RQ  $SULO 7KLV
included a guided tour of the Visitor
Centre, two sites, Misqa Tanks,
and surrounding landscape. The
Minister for Tourism, Culture and
the Environment Dr Mario De Marco
presented his µ5DED¶6HQD7D¶ƪLGPD¶
WR WKH QDWLRQDO SUHVV DW ƪDƥDU 4LP
RQ  0D\ ,Q -XQH ƪDƥDU 4LP DQG
Mnajdra were the focus of a feature on LineaBlu, a popular Italian culture-oriented show on Italian
National TV channel, Rai Uno.
2Q-XQHWKH2SHQ'D\DWƪDƥDU4LPDQG0QDMGUDZLWKWKHWKHPHµ$'D\LQ3UHKLVWRU\¶ZDVKHOG
as a joint event with the national seminar for CARARE. It included various information stands, a
series of talks in the audiovisual room, children’s activities, tours and an animated history display
DWWKH7RUULWDOƪDPULMD7KHHYHQWZDVDWWHQGHGE\RYHUYLVLWRUVƪDƥDU4LPIRUPHGSDUWRI
the visits in the Skolasajf initiative between July and August and curators from the Prehistoric Sites
'HSDUWPHQWWRJHWKHUZLWKWKH6LWH([HFXWLYHDQG)URQW2I¿FH6WDIIKRVWHGWKLVLQLWLDWLYHZKLFKZDV
received well by participants.
Other initiatives held at the sites included Degreeplus organised by the UOM and (ZURSDIXTLU5RWL
RUJDQLVHGE\0(86$&$FOHDQXSZDVRUJDQLVHGLQWKHODQGVFDSHRIƪDƥDU4LPDQG0QDMGUDE\
the staff of Hotel Intercontinental, as part of their Responsible Business Week, on 2 October. To mark
World Children’s Day, children from the Attard, Mtarfa and Santa Venera Scout Groups provided
visitors with information about the sites and landscape. In November curators of the department
ZHUH LQWHUYLHZHG LQ UHODWLRQ WR WKH VKHOWHULQJ SURMHFWV DW ƪDƥDU 4LP 0QDMGUD DQG7DU[LHQ DW WKH
WK HGLWLRQ RI WKH Borsa Mediterranea del Turismo Archeologico which took place in Paestum,
,WDO\2Q1RYHPEHUWKHV\PSRVLXPE\,&20260DOWDRQµ:RUOG+HULWDJH6LWHV7KHUROHRIORFDO
communities’ was hosted at the Visitor Centre.
7DU[LHQDQGƤJDQWLMD7HPSOHV
The Tarxien Temples were the focus of a number of features on local TV shows, and an interview
with Archeo Magazine director, Andreas Steiner. As part of the ongoing collaboration with the Tarxien
/RFDO&RXQFLO+0JDYHWKHFRXQFLOFRPSOLPHQWDU\WLFNHWVWRWKH7DU[LHQ7HPSOHVWRGLVWULEXWH
among residents for the festivities of -XPƪDO7DU[LHQ. On the day, tours were held on the hour by

E\ +0 VWDII 7KH ƤJDQWLMD 7HPSOHV IHDWXUHG LQ µIs-Sajf mas-Salv’ on TVM in summer, and were
opened free of charge during an open day on 13 December and guided tours were offered.
7D¶ƪDƥUDWDQG6NRUED
,Q-DQXDU\DQHGXFDWLRQDOZRUNVKHHWRQWKH0ƥDUU7HPSOHVZDVFUHDWHGZLWKWKHLQWHQWLRQRIHQWLFLQJ
\RXQJVWHUV  \HDUROGV  WR LQWHUDFW ZLWK WKH VLWH DQG WR XQGHUVWDQG EHWWHU WKH VLJQL¿FDQFH RI
the temples in their landscape setting. Other educational initiatives included tours for DegreePlus
organised by the UOM.
HM also participated in ƤLHƫO,PƥDUUDQHYHQWRUJDQLVHGE\WKH0ƥDUU/RFDO&RXQFLORQ)HEUXDU\
WR KRQRXU WKRVH ZKR KDYH FRQWULEXWHG WR WKH FRPPXQLW\ RI 0ƥDUU ƤLHƫ O,PƥDUU was this year
awarded to David Trump. In view of this, HM set up six information panels which were launched on
the day, and exhibited in the hall of the local council.
7KH GHSDUWPHQW PDLQWDLQHG LWV FROODERUDWLRQ ZLWK WKH 0ƥDUU /RFDO &RXQFLO E\ SDUWLFLSDWLQJ LQ WKH
DQQXDO VSULQJ HYHQW RQ $SULO ± Festa Frawli ± GXULQJ ZKLFK HYHQW WKH VLWH RI 7D¶ ƪDƥUDW ZDV
RSHQHGWRWKHSXEOLFZLWKJXLGHGWRXUVDWWKHUHGXFHGSULFHRI¼)XUWKHUPRUHRQ$SULODWRXU
was organised exclusively for HM members, which highlighted the agricultural landscape and local
FRPPXQLW\¶VLQYROYHPHQWLQWKHPDQDJHPHQWDQGFDUHRIWKH0ƥDUU:RUOG+HULWDJH6LWHV
ƪDO6DÀLHQL+\SRJHXP
$VFULSWIRUD¿IWHHQPLQXWHLQIRPHUFLDORQWKLVSURMHFWZDVZULWWHQE\WKHGHSDUWPHQWDQGWKHIHDWXUH
ZDVSURGXFHGXVLQJIRRWDJH¿OPHGIRUWKHVDPHSXUSRVH&RSLHVRIWKLVLQIRPHUFLDOZHUHGLVWULEXWHG
to journalists and to staff working in prehistoric sites. The project was concluded this year and a
closure event was held on site on 30 April.
Following a request by St Benedict College, a presentation about the Hypogeum was delivered
WR)RUPVWXGHQWVDWWKHVFKRRO6LQFHLWLVYHU\GLI¿FXOWIRUVFKRROJURXSVWRYLVLWWKHVLWHVXFK
outreach activities are considered an essential element of an educational programme which still
needs to be developed for the site.
Discussions about the revision of interpretation
facilities were initiated and focused on themes,
possible artefacts to display and how to make
the display more interactive. Necessary changes
and installation of new interpretation facilities
can be carried out when the site is closed for
the implementation of the EEA project in 2014.
A set of new postcards for the Hypogeum were
produced by Clive Vella. The department provided
brief information for each card, to ensure that the
quality of information supplied in merchandise
sold from the site is correct and informative. The
postcards have since been on sale from the site.
Discussions were held with Exalta Ltd regarding a
possible sponsorship of ten new audio-guide units
for the site. Currently, no extra audio-guide units
are available in the case of failure, which puts the
current sets under stress.

%RUƥLQ1DGXU
2Q$SULO%RUJLQ1DGXUUHFHLYHGLWV¿UVWRIDVHULHVRIYLVLWVE\VSLULWXDOJURXSVWKDWVHHNWRHQMR\
the site with a difference, compared to the regular visitor. Considering the ever increasing requests
for these kinds of visits, the Prehistoric Sites Department created a Standard Operating Procedure
document to regulate these visits in the best interests of the sites and the visitors. Also in relation to
WKHVSLULWXDOVLJQL¿FDQFHRI%RUJLQ1DGXUWKURXJKRXWWKH\HDUWKHGHSDUWPHQWHVWDEOLVKHGFRQWDFW
with the prayer group that visits the Bronze Age remains on a weekly basis. This is with the intention
of increasing the awareness of the visitors about the site’s unique archaeological value and to
outline possible measures which can be taken to ensure that the site itself as well as the wellbeing
of the members of the prayer group can be safeguarded.

Research, Conservation, and Collections
Collections Management
The Collections Management Department handles all recording and, in certain cases, manages or
coordinates acquisitions, mobility of collections\items for purposes of loans in\out, project monitoring
for conservation projects and population of MUSES – the in-house collections database. The departure
of a key member who handled monitoring of conservation projects reduced the involvement of the
unit in conservation project progress monitoring, but did not stop the important task of generating
WKH¿OHDQGUHFRUGLQJWKHSURMHFWVLQWKHLUUHVSHFWLYHLWHP¶VGDWDEDVHUHFRUG
General
The main thrust for the year was to populate MUSES using graduate interns and university
XQGHUJUDGXDWHV ZKR DUH VSHFLDOLVLQJ LQ VSHFL¿F KXPDQLWLHV VXEMHFWV UHODWHG WR RXU QHHGV 7KH
inventory consists of the basic physical data of an object whereas the catalogue is an extended
record containing notes on historic, bibliographic and provenance annotations. The tasks related
to conservation projects monitoring, namely projects with all their related documentation: including
VLJQHGUHJLVWUDWLRQPRYHPHQWUHFRUGLQJLQWHUPHGLDWHDQG¿QDOUHSRUWVDQGDGKHUHQFHWRUHFRUGV
PDQDJHPHQW SULQFLSOHV LQ WKH XVH RI WKH SURMHFW ¿OH ZHUH SDUWLDOO\ WDNHQ RYHU E\ WKH FROOHFWLRQV
PDQDJHU LQ FORVH OLDLVRQ ZLWK WKH 5HFRUGV 0DQDJHPHQW 2I¿FH LQ RUGHU WR DGRSW LQWHUQDWLRQDO
standards in record keeping and inventory control. This paves the way for an eventual seamless
transfer of data into a Collections Management System (CMS) and ensures audit trails and technical
documentation are stored for future consultation as part of the object’s history. The conservation
UHSRUWJHQHUDWHGDWWKHHQGRIHDFKSURMHFWLV¿OHGIRUIXWXUHFRQVXOWDWLRQLQIXWXUHSURMHFWV7KLV\HDU
SURMHFWVZHUHRSHQHG refer to list).
The department was also actively involved in the Open Method of Collaboration (OMC) initiative of
the European Commission through regular working group meetings and plenary sessions held in
Brussels. Malta was involved in two working groups: Risk Assessment, and Transport. A lot of work
ZDVFDUULHGRXWLQ¿QGLQJZD\VRIKRZWRVLPSOLI\PHWKRGVLQHQFRXUDJLQJPRELOLW\RIFROOHFWLRQV
across Europe. Thus issues such as indemnity and insurance, risk assessment, shipping\transport
costs and documentation, Immunity from seizure, due diligence, valuation for insurance and loans
purposes, loan fees and long-term loans were discussed, researched through surveys and through
involvement of international consultants. The conclusion of this working group saw the publishing of
a comprehensive Toolkit Manual, which is to be distributed throughout the EU.
The department also involved in upgrading policies on acquisitions, loans and access to collections
for research purposes. It collaborated with several departments on numerous aspects of collections
management: loans in exhibitions, providing a template for calculation of costs in conservation
SURMHFWVFRQVXOWDQF\RQVWRUDJHIXUQLWXUHDQGHTXLSPHQWIRUWKHµ%DFN+RPH3URMHFW¶RIWKH10)$
supervision of ongoing library collections’ cataloguing among other projects.
Acquisitions
Acquisitions throughout the year remained consistently good, especially donations. These were
all immediately registered, fully documented and accessioned into MUSES by instantly assigning
DXQLTXHREMHFWQXPEHU$QREMHFW¿OHLVJHQHUDWHGWKURXJK5HFRUGV0DQDJHPHQWWKXVHQVXULQJ
completeness of records, traceability and transparency in the process.
7KHUHZHUHDSSUR[LPDWHO\VL[KXQGUHGDFTXLUHGLWHPV  GRQDWLRQVDQGSXUFKDVHVWKLV\HDU
the approximation is due to some items which could not be transferred to the inventory, therefore
accessioned properly, due to pending issues (refer to table). There are also a large number of
QDWXUDOKLVWRU\VSHFLPHQV FLQVHFWVDQGDQXQVSHFL¿HGQXPEHURIPROOXVFV ZKLFKVWLOOQHHGV
to be input but is currently being worked on. (Note: Sets of items are considered as singular items).

A donation worth mentioning is that of a large Calì painting - Ophelia - from a private owner in
$XVWUDOLD7KHSURFHVVLQYROYHGPDNLQJDOOVKLSSLQJDUUDQJHPHQWVODQGLQJDQGHYHQWXDOVXSHU¿FLDO
conservation in preparation for exhibiting.

Inventorisation and cataloguing
Cataloguing and condition assessment of display items and reserve collection of the NMA: The
on-line Condition Assessment Form developed last year led to the conclusion of the inventorying,
cataloguing and conditioning assessing exercise on-site at the NMA. The exercise took place in
the exhibition halls during visiting hours, thus exposing visitors to behind-the-scenes work. The
items were all input into MUSES with a newly assigned unique record number while all pre-existing
QXPEHUVRUPDUNLQJVZHUHUHFRUGHGDVZHOOWKXVHQVXULQJWKDWQRSDVWLGHQWL¿HUVZHUHEHLQJORVW
in the digitisation of these objects. Cataloguing of the extensive archaeological reserve collection
was also continued through the engagement of a contracted archaeologist with good experience
on MUSES and through summer undergraduates from the UOM. The former completed over one
thousand (1000+) catalogue entries in nearly eight months, whereas the students completed nearly
RQHWKRXVDQG¿YHKXQGUHG F 
Inventorying and cataloguing of the McCarthy Crib
Collection at the Inquisitor’s Palace: The inventorying
DQGFDWDORJXLQJRIQHDUO\WKHHQWLUH RXWRIF
items) crib collection donated to HM by Mr and Mrs
A. McCarthy was reactivated after the inventorying
had been left pending by the departure of a staff
member. This provided the opportunity to upgrade the
H[WDQW SDUWLDO GDWD WR ¿W LQWR 086(67KH LQIRUPDWLRQ
obtained from several sessions with the donor and the
documentation data was input into MUSES.

The cataloguing of the reserve collection at the Palace Armoury was also commenced through a
VXLWDEO\TXDOL¿HG'DQLVKLQWHUQZKRDVVLVWHGWKHFXUDWRUWRUHVHDUFKDQGFDWDORJXHLWHPVIURP
this important, yet still not fully documented, collection.
The Majolica Collection and the Albert Ganado Map Collection at the NMFA: Since the condition
DVVHVVPHQWDQGFRQVHUYDWLRQSURSRVDOVIRUWKHHQWLUHPDMROLFDFROOHFWLRQRIXQLWVLVWKHVXEMHFW
for an undergraduate thesis by one of the B.Cons students, under the supervision of the collections
manager, it was decided to combine this study with a cataloguing exercise using interns. All items
have a MUSES record (full inventory) including photographic documentation: nearly 300 have their
full catalogue records completed on-line. The Ganado Map Collection’s cataloguing also continued
being updated extensively through contracting a researcher with experience on MUSES. She worked
together with the curator to complete 417 records out of a total of 447.

$OO KLVWRULFDOO\ UHOHYDQW ¿[WXUHV LQVWDOODWLRQV DQG IHDWXUHV LQ WKH )RUW 6W (OPR FRPSOH[ ZHUH
inventorised. The on-site survey took several days to conclude and the follow-up data collation,
inputting and reporting several weeks.
7KLUWHHQ JRYHUQPHQW PLQLVWU\ RI¿FHV SDODFHV DQG DJHQF\ RI¿FHV ZHUH YLVLWHG LQ YLHZ RI WKH
ongoing programme of updating the inventory records of long-term loaned artefacts (mostly
paintings, sculptures, furniture pieces and decorative arts) found in prominent public buildings. The
exercise consisted of recording all the data pertaining to these artefacts, including photographs,
measurements, etc. All the data has been captured into MUSES.
Libraries: The effort to continue cataloguing HM library material proceeded through contracting a
OLEUDULDQ7KLV\HDUWKHIRFXVZDVRQWKH10)$OLEUDU\ZKLFKLQFOXGHGDODUJHGRQDWLRQRIDERXW
books from the UK (in 2011) and the MMM. Another large donation of eighteen cartons containing
approximately two hundred volumes was received from the UK mid-year and this was also included
in the programme.

Arts and Palaces Department
Acquisitions from Contemporary Art fund
)RU WKH WKLUG WLPH UXQQLQJ WKH PXVHXP ZDV HQWUXVWHG ZLWK WKH DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ RI 9RWH 
(Contemporary Art Fund). The committee, chaired by the senior curator and including Dr Joseph
Paul Cassar (University of Baltimore, USA), and the Curator of Modern and Contemporary Art,
proposed a shortlist for acquisitions most of which were eventually acquired. The task was concluded
in November and a detailed report eventually submitted.
Reserve Collection
Works on the reserve collection has continued with a relatively good pace. The following has been
carried during period under review. A space within the basement area used as a reserve collection
for modern and contemporary art works has been re-organised. All works were wrapped and labelled
accordingly. The re-organised space was designed in a way to facilitate access to the works. Most of
the work was processed by four British interns. In conjunction with this exercise the art works were
graded accordingly to their artistic status. Two other areas which are also used as a reserve collection
are currently being re-organised. Modern and contemporary art works are being stacked and stored
according to inventory number also with respect to size unless these are three-dimensional works.
In the very near future new shelving will be added for better access.
Archives and research
The new museum project requires long overdue research input leading to a more contemporary
interpretation of the collection. The major project initiated this year, also directly related to this
SUHVVLQJQHHGFRQFHUQVREMHFW¿OHV(DFKREMHFWLQWKHFROOHFWLRQKDVEHHQDVVLJQHGD¿OHZKHUH
all pertinent hard copy date and images will be stored. This system shall complement the modern
artist dossier system established in the 1990s. Dossiers are nonetheless being re-organised and
upgraded with new additions. Recent acquisitions affected through Contemporary Art Fund have
also been thoroughly documented. Given that the chosen policy was to a acquire works of art
directly from the artist or his family and avoid middleman such as auction sales or consultants, this
need could be more effectively addressed. Copies of records, newspaper cuttings, images and
related data were willingly forwarded on request once artefact was acquired.
Restoration of paintings from the permanent
display
Another important requirement which was
addressed throughout the period under review
concerns the state of conservation of works in
the national collection. A priority list has been
drafted and the necessary conservation works on
these undertaken according to schedule. Thanks
to the support of the Friends of the NMFA, the
picture frame of Jusepe Ribera’s St Stephen was
also restored. Funds were raised by the Friends
NMFA committee through two dinners held at the
museum.

Maps, prints and drawings collections
The Albert Ganado Map Collection has now been completely mounted and inventory records tallied.
The collection of maps has also been properly sorted according to themes and topics for ease of
reference. The museum’s prints and drawings collection is one particular cluster that still requires in
GHSWKVWXG\'XULQJWKHSHULRGXQGHUUHYLHZWKH¿UVWVWHSVKDYHEHHQWDNHQLQKDQGWRHPSRZHUWKLV
QHFHVVDU\UHVHDUFKWRKDSSHQ7KHFROOHFWLRQKDVQRZEHHQSURSHUO\FODVVL¿HGDQGVRUWHGIRUHDVH
of reference. Discussions are currently underway with academics of the University of Genoa to bring
the collection to the attention of students specialised in the study of drawings.
Bieganski
In May the Times of Malta published a prominently featured article highlighting Polish collector
Zbigniew Bieganski’s intention to donate his 2,000 strong collection of art on condition that
Government provide museum facilities where to display his collection. The strength of his collection
was highlighted in the media on grounds that it held key works by 19th and 20th century leading
masters including Picasso, Monet, Corot, Lebasque and others. A Michelangelo drawing was also
highlighted.
HM was roped at the initial stages and feedback on a possible way forward requested. Findings
FRQ¿UPHGWKDW0U%LHJDQVNLKDGVHWXSDIRXQGDWLRQWRPDQDJHKLVFROOHFWLRQRIDUWZRUNVRQFH
transferred to it instead of an outright donation to the people of Malta. He also mooted the possibility
of going for a shared revenue model on entry ticket sales. The proposals remained nonetheless
unclear.
Following a meeting with Mr Bieganski, including peer stakeholders and the Hon. Minister, it was
decided to carry out a general review of the collection held by Mr Bieganski in Malta. The methodology
chosen by MH, and endorsed by the Ministry, is summarised as follows:

VKRUWOLVWDVHOHFWLRQRIZRUNVE\NH\RUOHDGLQJPDVWHUV

)RUZDUGQRWLFHRIWKHVHZRUNVWROHDGLQJDFDGHPLFVLQWKH¿HOGDVVRFLDWHGRUZRUNLQJZLWK
internationally recognised museums and cultural institutions on email.

,IWKHLQLWLDOUHDFWLRQWRWKLVQRWL¿FDWLRQWXUQHGRXWWREHSRVLWLYHWKHPLQLVWU\FRXOGWKHQRSW

WRLQYLWHWKHVHOHFWHGH[SHUWWRH[DPLQHWKHZRUNDW¿UVWKDQGDQGFRQ¿UPRURWKHUZLVH

2QFHDXWKHQWLFLW\LVVHFXUHG+0ZRXOGKDYHWKHQSURFHHGHGZLWKGH¿QLQJSURYHQDQFHRI
each as clearly as possible.

7KH¿QGLQJVRIWKLVH[WHQVLYHH[HUFLVHZKLFKFRYHUHGZHOORYHUZRUNVRIDUWFDQEHVXPPDULVHG
DVIROORZVD QRWPRUHWKDQZRUNVIURPDFROOHFWLRQRIPRUHWKDQZRUNVTXDOL¿HGDVE\
leading masters. The rest were minor or regional artists with no direct link or Malta context, b) of
WKHVHZRUNVFORVHWRKDOIIDLOHG¿UVWLPSUHVVLRQDWWULEXWLRQVUHTXHVWHGRQHPDLOLQDQH[SOLFLWO\
clear form. These included key works that were being construed as the backbone of the Bieganski
collection. Given these clear initial reactions and the results of the preliminary surveys carried out
onsite, it was decided to discard this potential project.
Contemporary Art Museum Project
The curatorial team of the museum was also called to contribute in a special working group with
WKHVSHFL¿FREMHFWLYHRIGHYHORSLQJDEULHIIRU0DOWD¶VPXVHXPRIFRQWHPSRUDU\DUW7KHIROORZLQJ
support and feedback was provided: Active participation and leading role on meetings held with
Tate Plus Network representatives, engaged by the ministry as special consultants to this project;
feedback and input at various stages of the drafting process of the design brief. The senior curator
has also attended a working group meeting in London and was invited to focused meetings with Tate
merchandise company and curators of the Royal Collection (London). He also paid onsite visits to
Turner Contemporary in Margate to acquaint himself with work practices and gallery requirements
for contemporary art museums. The brief has now been completed ready for publication.
During the period under review the curatorial pool at the museum has provided regular assistance
to students and scholars carrying out research on works of art in the collection. An average of six
students per month was given the necessary assistance as required. Visiting scholars, both local
and international, were also given the necessary assistance and guidance. The following networking
initiatives were undertaken: In October, the Silver Society of the UK paid a week long visit to Malta,
GXULQJZKLFKWKH\LGHQWL¿HVVRPHRIWKHVLOYHULWHPVLQWKHFROOHFWLRQ,Q6HSWHPEHUWKHVHQLRUFXUDWRU
was invited to deliver two lectures on Caravaggio and Malta at Uppsala University, Sweden. This
was also a good opportunity to visit the National Museum in Stockholm which has just embarked on
a major renovation project happening over the next three years.
Conservation Departments
The Textiles Department published the manual Methods for Storing Historical Costumes and
Accessories, kindly sponsored by the Farsons Foundation. Another publication, Country Folk
Costumes in Malta and Gozo by Claire Bonavia contained a description and patterns of all the
different components which form part of both male and female country folk attire. Both publications
were published on the occasion of the Peasant Costumes exhibition. Claire Bonavia presented
D SDSHU µ&RXQWU\ )RON &RVWXPHV¶ DW WKH FRVWXPH FROORTXLXP KHOG DW WKH$XGLWRULXP DO 'XRPR LQ
Florence held on 8-11 November. The same author with Jeannette Huy also wrote an article entitled
µ7KH&RQVHUYDWLRQ7UHDWPHQWRID)OHPLVK7DSHVWU\¶ZKLFKZDVSXEOLVKHGLQWKHVXPPHULVVXH1R
RITreasures of Malta. A picture of the restored tapestry appeared in the front page of the issue.
'DYLG %XJHMD SUHVHQWHG D SDSHU HQWLWOHG µ7KH (QFORVXUH VHDOLQJ
D WK FHQWXU\ SDQHO SDLQWLQJ LQ LWV GHFRUDWLYH IUDPH WR FRQWURO LWV
microclimate’ at the ICOM Malta Annual Conference held at the
000 RQ  2FWREHU 0DULR *DOHD SUHVHQWHG D SDSHU HQWLWOHG µ7KH
Preventive Conservation Unit of the Conservation Division of HM’,
ZKLOH )UDQN &KHWFXWL SUHVHQWHG D SDSHU HQWLWOHG µ7UDGLWLRQDO µGHIIXQ¶
mortars versus modern equivalents’ at the same conference.

Ethnography Department
Inquisitor’s Palace
Relevant collections were secured through donations, namely baptismal dresses, a hand knitted
bedspread and other textile artefacts from Ms Mary Attard, lace (formerly belonging to Dun Alfred
Gatt’s family) from Ms May Caruana, early 20th century hats from Marco and Mario Grech and
Ms Lydia Bugeja, and other textile artefacts from Mario Coleiro. A very relevant early 20th century
hunter’s dress was, together with other textile artefacts, donated by Georgina, Mary and Jane
Saydon. The section also secured through acquisitions twelve early 20th century sewing machines,
a cotton gin and a late 19th century clock Tal-Kampnari from Ms Monica Cuschieri.
As far as the reserve collection is concerned further progress was registered in the collection’s
UHRUJDQLVDWLRQSURMHFW7KHXQLWDOVRPDQDJHGWRVHFXUHIXUWKHUYDXOWHGVSDFHVRQWKH¿UVWÀRRULQ
the west wing within the Birgu Armoury. Modern partitions were removed and the original volumes
reinstated. Following maintenance works and repairs will be the Armoury made accessible to the
general public on special occasions.
As to the costume collection, most of the year’s resources were invested in the Peasant Costumes
Exhibition. Nonetheless the ongoing documentation and conservation project with customised
mounts for the same collection maintained a steady pace.
At Ta’ Kola Windmill onsite discussions with conservators took place in August re rainwater surface
run off and current damage to stone walls, and the state of conservation of several artefacts. A
number of artefacts from the Folklore Museum including textiles, a parchment document and a
group of 20th century clay statuettes were sent to Bighi for conservation treatment. The latter group
was returned in June.

Modern, Maritime, and Military History Department
Malta Maritime Museum
The Anadrian Hall was spruced up. All engine plinths and the metal staircase were repainted in a
new colour – shipside grey instead of forest green. The triple expansion engine’s electric motor and
ancillaries were seen too as well with the help of Mr John Hili, a renowned Maltese collector and
FRQQRLVVHXURIVWHDPHQJLQHVHOHFWULFDOZRUNV$QRWKHURIWKHVPDOOHULQERDUGHQJLQHVGLVSOD\HGLQ
the intermediate level was seen to and re-painted. Unfortunately, the museum still lacks the services
RIDSHUVRQSUR¿FLHQWLQVWHDPHQJLQHV
An 18th century Frigate model,
possibly as those favoured by Maltese
corsairs, was displayed for the very
¿UVW WLPH 7KLV SHULRG PRGHO ZDV
conserved and partly restored by Mr
Joseph Muscat of Rabat, a former
Museums Department employee,
maritime historian and restorer. On
UHDFKLQJ SHQVLRQ DJH LQ  WKLV
model had to be shelved until recent
years when a solution was found in
how to continue its restoration. An
H[WUHPHO\ UDUH WK FHQWXU\ µ*DOLOHR¶
type terrestrial telescope was also
GLVSOD\HGIRUWKH¿UVWWLPHDIWHUEHLQJ
restored.

The Keeper of Models continued the routine cleaning and maintenance of ship models and other
artefacts on exhibition at the MMM. The showcasing of the collection’s pride of place model, the mid
18th century Order’s Nautical School instruction model was discussed and also planned, hopefully
to be carried out next year. Mr Abela continued the scratch built model of the Order’s Carrack Sant’
Anna. Prof. Robert Dauber, Knight Grand Cross of the Order of St John and author of several
studies and publications on the Order’s Navy is assisting in this project by his own research and two
yearly visits in April and October. Since no plans exist of this carrack, the model is being fashioned
on a sole artist impression and from various descriptions that compare and discuss its size to other
better documented European carracks. The model’s hull has been redesigned and worked upon
three times to ensure accuracy.

Two interpretation panels on Nelson and Malta were installed close to the Bighi Naval Hospital
section as was the bronze bust of same by Robert Strickland. In 2002, a portrait depicting a Royal
1DYDODX[LOLDU\VWHDP\DFKWÀ\LQJWKHEOXHHQVLJQLQFDOPZHDWKHUZDVSXUFKDVHGDQGGLVSOD\HG
in the Royal Naval Auxiliaries section within the same hall. The opportunity was availed this year
to purchase its companion piece depicting the same yacht in inclement weather and displayed
alongside.
7KH¿UVWSKDVHRIXQLIRUPVUHVHUYHFROOHFWLRQSURMHFWZDVFRQFOXGHGWKLV\HDU7KHZKROHFROOHFWLRQV
of both the MMM and those of the NWM are sited here. The two rooms were vacated and items
located elsewhere within the museum pending refurbishing and upgrading works in these rooms.
Rockwool for this project was acquired for free from the former Marsa Shipbuilding. The next phase
will hopefully see the collections back in a cleaner and stable environment. The opportunity was also
availed as part of this project to re-locate and better store the Malta Shipyards salvaged items in the
future Merchant, Navigation, Voyage, Cartography and Navigation Instruments Halls.
Great efforts were made to organise the boat storage. Wheeled trailers and wooden cradles was
designed and made for each and every boat tackled so far, amounting to just over thirty traditional
Maltese boats. A tractor was late last year adapted as a crane and used to hoist boats complete with

their wooden cradles onto the racking system. Work could not be continued mostly because of
structural problems in half of the hall.
The technician shipwright unfortunately fell ill and could not continue with his designated work as
from April. It is earnestly hoped that in the coming year a solution is found since of the pressing
needs of the unique collection of traditional Maltese boats of the museum. Most of these crafts are
sole survivors or rare examples in need of attention. The technician working exhibits tended to the
Stuart engine on display at the Anadrian Hall with the assistance of William Tanti Bellotti.
Various artefacts from Dock No. 1 were salvaged, mainly connected with the sail loft, including early
19th century workman’s benches and sewing machines. A dislodged banister complete with newel
posts was also salvaged and is to be restored and installed in the clock mechanism chamber of
the MMM next year. In May, all staff members took part in the salvage and replacement of the MV
Pampas bell from Ta’ Cejlu Church at Marsa. The bell is undergoing conservation and will eventually
be displayed together with other bells from the March 1942 convoy as the main attraction in the
WWII section of the Royal Navy Hall at the MMM.
The working research relationship with Professor Raymond Agius of Vittoriosa, residing in the UK
was continued. Prof. Agius is a direct relative of Guzeppi Ruggier (known in the UK as Joe Rogers),
ZKRHQWHUHGWKHKDOORIIDPHRIPDULQHUVLQ3URI$JLXVZDVSUHVHQWIRUWKHLQDXJXUDWLRQRI
a display on Charles Dickens at the museum, which apart from the various antique publications by
Dickens, also featured artefacts donated by Prof. Agius. It should be observed that Charles Dickens
wrote on the Maltese hero in a small work. Various discussions were also held with the National
$TXDULXPRI4DZUDUHJDUGLQJSRVVLEOHFRRSHUDWLRQDQGDVVLVWDQFHEHWZHHQWKHWZRHQWLWLHV

The support from Grand Harbour Marina in the form of sponsorship continued this year towards
the museum’s chime of bells which is to be rung on special commemorative dates linked to Malta’s
maritime history. This is a relatively complex project in that second hand harmonically tuned bells
DUHEHLQJVRXUFHGWKURXJKWKH%ULWLVK.HOWHN7UXVW7KLVQRQSUR¿WRUJDQLVDWLRQ¶VJRDOLVWR¿QGQHZ
homes to bells originating from British churches which either closed down and thus their items
including the bells are sold, or the bells are in any way surplus in still used churches following the
PRGL¿FDWLRQRIWKHULQJFRPSRVLWLRQRUWRWDOUHSODFHPHQW7KHSURSRVHGFKLPHLVWREHFRPSRVHG
of a minimum of eight to a maximum of twelve harmonically tuned bells depending on various
factors such as weight, diameter and note. HM in 2010 used the services of the trust to acquire
the three replacement clock bells. Keltek Trust located in 2011 a part set of four small bells by the
renowned Gillet and Johnston Bell Foundry, which became available since the church in which they
are presently installed in is to acquire heavier bells. These four bells (MMM chime bell numbers 1
WR FDVWLQZLOOEHDYDLODEOHIRUSXUFKDVHDURXQG0DUFK$SULOQH[W\HDU7KDQNVWRWKH*UDQG
+DUERXU0DULQDVSRQVRUVKLSWKH¿UVWEHOOIRUWKLVFKLPHZDVSXUFKDVHG&DVWLQDOVRE\*LOOHW
DQG-RKQVWRQLWZLOOHYHQWXDOO\EHEHOO1RDQGZDVOLNHZLVHVRXUFHGE\WKHVDPHWUXVW%HOOVIURP
this foundry are much sought after because of their near legendary good quality and since this bell
IRXQGU\FHDVHGWRRSHUDWHLQ0UDQG0UV'DYH.HOO\WUXVWHHVRIWKHDERYHPHQWLRQHGWUXVW
visited the MMM in early December and further discussions about this project were held which
VHFXUHGFKLPHEHOOQXPEHUDOVRE\WKHVDPHIRXQGU\GDWHGWREHSXUFKDVHGHDUO\QH[W\HDU

The senior curator and curator attended the Association of Mediterranean Maritime Museums annual
conference which was held in Istanbul Turkey in May and both presented a paper, one focusing on
traditional Maltese boats and the other on the relevance and connection of the human element
and traditional boats. The opportunity was availed of to study the various Western captured bronze
cannon, amour and weapons found in the Military History Museum in Istanbul and contacts with
the director and curators there established. The curator represented the museum in October in the
¿UVW7XUNLVK0LOLWDU\+LVWRU\FRQIHUHQFHKHOGLQ7XUNH\SUHVHQWLQJWZRSDSHUVRQHRQWKH000RQ
behalf of the senior curator and the other his own on the Order’s and Maltese corsair’s participation
in the Russo-Turkish wars.
The senior curator and curator were interviewed on various occasions with reference to various
Maritime topics by local media, and assisted a number of Sixth Form and UOM students in their
studies and dissertations throughout the year.

As in previous years, the MMM acquired a number of artefacts for its collection by donation, transfer
and purchase. A full list of acquisitions can be found in Appendix. Of note amongst these acquisitions
are the transfer of the Sant’ Anna relief from Fort St Elmo which is the only known artefact in the
National Collection known or attested to have belonged to the carrack with the same namesake, the
SXUFKDVHRIWKHSRUWUDLWRIWKHODZ\HUDQGPHUFKDQW'U*LXVHSSH=DPPLWSRSXODUO\NQRZQDVµ&HMOX¶
the MV Pampas bell and the above mentioned Royal Navy yacht portrait.
Palace Armoury
The Gasan and Mamo sponsorship this year tackled the lack of showcase problems. Mr Michael
Stroud, former curator and consultant in this project, designed the required twelve showcases,
ZKLFKVKRXOGEHFRPSOHWHGQH[W\HDU$QRWKHUUHODWHGSURMHFWZDVWKHGHVLJQRIWZR¿HOGFDQQRQ
carriages by the same. Two Order of St John bronze cannon, one cast in Augsburg, the other by the
Maltese Gioacchino TriganceLQ0LODQKDYHEHHQLGHQWL¿HGDVDFWXDOO\EHLQJ¿HOGFDQQRQ7KHVHDUH
somewhat rare considering that in our military needs of the period, the Order preferred to invest more
on defensive rampart and naval cannon. To date, only one such cannon was known in the collection
being the renowned leather covered cannon which was this year also conserved and returned back
on display. The future Communications Hall at the MMM was set up as a studio for this project.
0U6WURXGWRRNH[DFWSUR¿OHGUDZLQJVRIERWKWKFHQWXU\FDQQRQDWWKH3$IROORZLQJVWXGLHVRQ
WKHGLIIHUHQWGHVLJQVRIVXFK¿HOGFDQQRQFDUULDJHVQDPHO\*HUPDQDQG)UHQFKVFKRROVDQGDOVR
then military design preferences according to the decade of production. Two different designs in
typical 18th century practice of drawing and detailing were made in customary 1:2 including all metal
¿WWLQJV7KHQH[WVWHSZDVWRDFWXDOO\µGLVPHPEHU¶HDFKFDUULDJHGHVLJQSLHFHE\SLHFHDQGHYHU\
component, be it wood or metal drawn 1:1 as templates for both HM wood and metalworkers.

7KHNHHSHURIPRGHOVFOHDQHGDOOVWRQHIRUWL¿FDWLRQPRGHOVLQWKHFROOHFWLRQWRJHWKHUZLWKWKHZRRGHQ
model of Valletta which was transferred from the NMA this year. Further studies and discussions
were conducted about the eventual return of the Palace Armoury to its original hall inside the Palace
instead of the present Parliament which is to be vacated next year. The curator presented a paper
on the Palace Armoury collection in the ICOMAM conference.

Various meetings were also held with the Hamrun Local Council, re the loan of two broken iron
cannon to be displayed on the Atocha (Tas-Samra) church parvis. Two other cannon were loaned
to Din L-Art Helwa and were eventually restored in order to be installed on St Agatha’s Tower at
Mellieha next January.
National War Museum
The curator continued research
into various aspects of the
collection about new displays
for the Military and NWM in
Fort St Elmo. The Memorial Air
Raid Siren, salvaged from the
Drydocks, was sounded for the
¿UVW WLPH 7KH VHQLRU FXUDWRU
was interviewed on telephone
by the National Australia Radio
regarding Malta’s role and
VDFUL¿FHV GXULQJ ::,, LQ $SULO
and by various other stations on
the George Cross. In September,
he was again interviewed and
¿OPHGIRUWKH%%&-DPHV+ROODQG
series of WWII documentaries to
be aired next January.

The museums’ display was tended to and improved slightly this year with the inclusion of a few
donated artefacts. HM Keeper of models tended regularly to the museum’s collection of models and
continued to assist the curator in assessing and labelling the reserve collection. The NWM acquired
a considerable number of artefacts for its collection by donation, transfer, and purchase. A full list of
acquisitions can be found in Appendix.

National Museum of Archaeology Department
Inventory and related work
7KH LQYHQWRULHG DUWHIDFWV IRXQG LQ WKH VWRUH UHIHUUHG WR DV µWKH $OL %DED FROOHFWLRQ¶ KDYH EHHQ
transferred to the relevant museums as listed in the table below:
Artefacts transferred from the NMA in 2012
Location

Object No./ID

Name/Description

3DODFH$UPRXU\
000 





MMM
MMM
000
000

MMM
MMM
000
MMM
MMM
000
000
000
000
MMM
MMM
000
000
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703



5DSLHU3RPPHO 
%URQ]HHDUO\WKFHQWXU\EHOOFRPSOHWHZLWKFODSSHUHPEOD]RQHG
with the arms of the Order of St John.
Copper liquid measure with label.
Copper liquid measure with label.
&RSSHUOLTXLGPHDVXUHZLWKODEHO
%URQ]HPHDVXUHVWXPRORòWXPRORPRQGHOORòPRQGHOOR
PLVXUDPLVXUDWKFHQWXU\
Bronze measures: 1 tumolo. Deformation due to impact damage.
Measure - Copper based metal painted in black.
0HDVXUHRI
Measure with punched mark. Partly painted in green.
Steel yard without weights.
(QJUDYLQJZLWKPDWKHPDWLFDOLQVWUXPHQW
%R[FRPSOHWHZLWKZHLJKWVVFDOHPLVVLQJ
6WDPSSODWH0DWKHPDWLFDOLQVWUXPHQWE\6WDQOH\LQZRRGHQFDVH
6WDPSSODWH0DWKHPDWLFDOLQVWUXPHQWE\6WDQOH\LQZRRGHQFDVH
Stamp plate - Mathematical instrument by Stanley in wooden case.
Box of weights
6WDPSSODWH0DWKHPDWLFDOLQVWUXPHQWE\6WDQOH\LQZRRGHQFDVH
%DOO¶VVHDO
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,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFH
,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFH
,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFH
,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFH
,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFH
,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFH
,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFH
,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFH
,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFH
,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFH
,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFH

+DQGVHDO$XGLW2I¿FH
%DOO¶VVHDOZLWKRXWDKDQGOH
+DQGVHDO0DOWD*RYHUQPHQW&KDULWLHV
+DQGVHDO'L0DOWD0DJLVWUDWR
+DQGVHDO&RQVRODWR3RQWL¿FLRLQ0DOWD
+DQGVHDOSUHVHQWHGE\(PP;HUUL
+DQGVHDO4XDUDQWLQH2I¿FH
+DQGVHDO*HQHUDOHGL3ROL]LD6HDOLVDOPRVWZRUQRXW
+DQGVHDO0DOWD3RUW'HSDUWPHQW0DJLVWUDWH3DUQLV%HTXHVW
+DQGVHDO&RQVXODWH +DQQRYHU 
+DQGVHDO7HVRUHULDGHO*RYHUQR
+DQGVHDO&RQVXODWHRI9HQLFH
+DQGVHDO+RVSLWDO 1RY 
+DQGVHDO0HGLWHUUDQHDQ&RPPLVVLRQDU\WR$FFRXQWV
+DQGVHDO&RUWH&LYLOH3ULPD$XOD0DOWD5HJLD
+DQGVHDO+\SRWKHF6LJLOOXP5HJLVWUL0HOLWHQVLV
+DQGVHDO0RQWHGL3LHWD
+DQGVHDO([HFXWLYH3ROLFH0DOWD+DQGOHGHWDFKHGIURPVHDO
+DQGVHDO3XEOLF+HDOWK'HSDUWPHQW*3DUQLV%HTXHVW
+DQGVHDO/D6DQLWDGL0DOWD
+DQGVHDO5HJLQD9LFWRULD
+DQGVHDO*UDLQ'HSDUWPHQW:RRGIUDJPHQWVRIWKHPLVVLQJKDQGOH
+DQGVHDO/D]]DUHWWRRI0DOWD
+DQGVHDO6HJUHWHULDGHOOD5HJLD&RPPLVVLRQH
+DQGVHDO%DOO*RYHUQRURI0DOWD
+DQGVHDO&RUWHGL&RPPHUFLR
+DQGVHDO&RUWH'¶$SSHOOR
&RPPLV'HELWRU3XQFKPDUNHUZLWKRXWDKDQGOH
Hand seal - Treasurer.
+DQGVHDO3XEOLF6HFUHWDU\0DOWD
+DQGVHDO3XEOLF+HDOWK'HSDUWPHQW
+DQGVHDO&RUWH&LYLOH-XGJH$OIUHG3DUQLV
+DQGVHDO/DVFDULVVHDO
+DQGVHDO*UDQ&RUWHGHOOD9DOOHWWD
+DQGVHDO*UHDW6HDOZLWKOLGPLVVLQJ
Hand seal - Malta Court of Special Commission.
(QJUDYHGFRSSHUSODWHPDSRI9DOOHWWDDQGHQYLURQPHQWWK 
century. Stable condition.
(QJUDYHGFRSSHUSODWHHDUO\WKFHQWXU\ELOORIH[FKDQJH

Stable condition.
(QJUDYHGFRSSHUSODWHVFHQHLQWKH9DOOHWWDPDULQDZLWK6HQJOHD
and Dockyard Creek at a distance depicting a gentleman surrounded
by 3 boat men; 19th century. Stable condition.
(QJUDYHGFRSSHUSODWH2XU/DG\RIWKHÀHHWSURWHFWLQJWKH/DVFDUD
galley navigating between Sicily and Malta; plate pertaining to the
confraternity of seafarers; 17th or early 18th century. Stable condition.
(QJUDYHGFRSSHUSODWHPDSRI6W3DXO¶V%D\VKRZLQJVLWHRI 
St Paul’s shipwreck; 1st half of the 18th century. Stable condition.
(QJUDYHGFRSSHUSODWHPDSRI5KRGHVWKFHQWXU\DXWKRU 
Petroschi. Stable condition; possibly varnished.
(QJUDYHGFRSSHUSODWHPDSRIWKHNLQJGRPRI-HUXVDOHPZLWK 
FDUWRXFKHDQGFRDWRIDUPRI*0GH9LOKHQD  VWKDOIRI
the 18th century. Discoloured stains.
*OD]HGFHUDPLFRLOODPS/RZHUSDUWLVEURNHQZLWKSLHFHVPLVVLQJ
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9òSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9òSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9òSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9SHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9SHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9SHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFNSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9SHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9SHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9òSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPSVSOLWLQ
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6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9òSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9òSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPSRQZRRGHQ
block. The metal plate is split in 3 parts.
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9SHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFNòSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9òSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFNSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPSRQZRRGHQEORFN
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9òSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPSVSOLWLQWR
parts.
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9óSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPSVSOLWLQSDUWV
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9óSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPSLVQRWWRWDOO\
split in 2 parts.
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFNSHQFH0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFNSHQFH0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9SHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9SHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9òSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9òSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9óSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFNSHQFH0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFNòSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9SHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9òSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPS3ULQWLQJ%ORFNVKLOOLQJVVWDPSV6KLSZUHFNRI6W3DXO
Filiform corrosion. The block is wrapped in an envelope and has a
card with details.
3ULQWLQJEORFN6WRFNVDQGVKDUHV
3ULQWLQJEORFN&RQWUDFWV
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9SRXQG
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9SRXQG
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9, 4XHHQ(OL]DEHWKòSHQQ\ 
Coronation Malta stamp issue).
6WDPSSODWH0DOWDòSHQFH
6WDPSSODWH0DOWDSHQQ\
6WDPSSODWH0DOWDSHQQLHV
6WDPSSODWH0DOWDSHQQLHV
6WDPSSODWH6WDPSV6W3DXO
6WDPSSODWH6WDPSV%RDW
6WDPSSODWH6WDPSV6W3XEOLXV
6WDPSSODWH6WDPSV+DJDU4LP
6WDPSSODWH6WDPSVEODQNVKLOOLQJV
6WDPSSODWH1HSWXQH
6WDPSSODWHVKLOOLQJV
6WDPSSODWH SHQQ\HQFDVHPHQW
6WDPSSODWHVKLOOLQJ6OLHPD
6WDPSSODWHVKLOOLQJ
6WDPSSODWHVKLOOLQJ
6WDPSSODWHVKLOOLQJ
6HWRINH\V
6WDPSSODWHYLJQHWWH 6W3DXO
6WDPSSODWH7ZRVKLOOLQJV
Pedestal and Silver “raggiera”. Loose parts in box.
Silver halo with wreath.
)DQZLWKERQH¿QVZKLFKKDYHEHHQUHVWRUHGLQWKHSDVWZLWKSULQWHG
hand painted textile. Cannot be opened.
Hand cuffs with key. Cannot be opened.
Button decoration with low relief stylistic leaves. Possibly gilt.
3LOOURXQGHU/RQJLWXGLQDO WUDQVYHUVHFUDFN
Brass mould for suppositories. Residues may still be present.
0HOWLQJXWHQVLOIRUPHOWLQJVXEVWDQFHV
6WDQG
0RUWDUPDGHXSRIYLWUL¿HGZKLWHFHUDPLF3HVWOHKDVDZRRGHQ 
handle. Mortar is cracked and has been supported with a metal wire.
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0RUWDUPDGHXSRIYLWUL¿HGZKLWHFHUDPLF3HVWOHKDVDZRRGHQ 
handle detached.
0RUWDUPDGHXSRIYLWUL¿HGZKLWHFHUDPLF3HVWOHKDVDZRRGHQKDQGOH
'RXEOHVLGHGPRUWDUPDGHXSRIYLWUL¿HGZKLWHFHUDPLF3HVWOHKDVD
wooden handle.
Transparent glass bottle.
Church ornaments for church models.
6WDPSSODWH0DOWDóSHQQ\
6WDPSSODWH0DOWDòSHQQ\
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9òSHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
6WDPSSULQWLQJEORFN*HRUJH9SHQQ\0DOWDVWDPS
&RSSHUSODWH
&RSSHUSODWH
&RSSHUSODWH
&RSSHUSODWH
&RSSHUSODWH
&RSSHUSODWH
6WDPSSODWHóSHQQ\
6WDPSSODWHòSHQQ\
6WDPSSODWHòSHQQ\
6WDPSSODWHSHQQ\
6WDPSSODWHSHQQ\
HQJUDYHGFRSSHUERRNVRIWKHVDPHERRN
2YDOHQJUDYLQJSODWH
6WDPSSODWHòSHQQ\
Plaster cast –part of a portrait bust
Hand – presumably belonging to a Baby Jesus
(QJUDYHGFRSSHUSODWHPDSRIWKHNLQJGRPRI-HUXVDOHPZLWK 
FDUWRXFKHDQGFRDWRIDUPRI*0GH9LOKHQD  VWKDOIRI
the 18th century. Discoloured stains.
6PDOOER[ZLWKEURNHQDQGUXVWHGµSRFNHW¶ZDWFKHVDQGUHPDLQVRI
what seem to be hotel key tags
+DQGVHDO
+DQGVHDO
Hand seal
Hand Seal
Hand Seal
+DQG6HDO
+DQG6HDO
+DQG6HDO
+DQG6HDO
+DQG6HDO
6WDPS3ODWH
(DUULQJV
Coral Brooch
Snuff Box
3XQFK0DUNHU
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Solid Urn
Mortar made up of vitrified white ceramic. Pestle has a wooden
Plinth
'HFRUDWLYH6PDOO&ROXPQ
)RXQWDLQ
Plinth
9DVH
(QJUDYLQJ
(QJUDYLQJ
(QJUDYLQJ
(QJUDYLQJ

An inventory of most of the architectural fragments stored in the basement has been carried out.
This inventory was disseminated among other departments to identify any item relevant to their
respective collections. The Collections Condition Assessment exercise of all the artefacts on display
in the Neolithic permanent exhibition has been completed. The said artefacts have also been
inventoried and inputted in MUSES. An inventory of all the books, plans and archival material in the
library is also currently underway. Work on the Fototeka also progressed well. To date 1800 glass
negatives held in the reserve collection (Fototeka section) were conserved and scanned following
international conservation standards.

The museum hosted eight interns deployed on documenting the archival material found in the library
and scanning of the old photographic archive. These were helped by student volunteers from the
Department of Archaeology of the UOM who carried out work on the database of archaeological
material stored at the NMA. The library, archive and archaeological items (on display and in storage)
were very frequently used by a number of local and foreign students and researchers who also
availed themselves of curatorial expertise for the supervision of projects and dissertations.
Gozo Museum of Archaeology
([WHQVLYHFRQVHUYDWLRQZRUNVZHUHFDUULHGRXWRQWKHFROOHFWLRQE\WKH*R]R$UHD2I¿FH7KHVH
included all funerary items of the Classical period, a considerable number of ceramic artefacts
of the Classical period, in situ conservation and cleaning of bulky artefacts in several parts of the
museum (29 August), and conservation on bronze coins and jewellery from the Classical section.
A conservation database covering all the concerned artefacts was drawn up by the Conservation
Dept. Non-invasive petrologic analysis was carried out in France on two classical amphora sherds
from an underwater site as part of private research in March.

Natural History Department
Work continued on the digital photo-library hosting all the specimens present at the NMNH and
*ƫDU'DODP7KHOLEUDU\LVEHLQJH[SDQGHGWRKROGGLJLWDOLPDJHVDQGVRXQGVRIOLYHVSHFLPHQV
Similarly to what has been done for the ornithological collection, all the collections will eventually
be available on-line. Work also continued on the database review and nomenclature revision of
Surgeon Rear Admiral Sir Reginald Bankart Lichen Collection. The work included a microscopic
study of the collection and the cataloguing of the collection alphabetically according to modern
nomenclature, allocating catalogue number to lose samples within the collection and preservation.
Specimens were also removed from cardboard boxes to conservation-friendly containers.
More attention was paid to the local botanical aspects. The herbaria housed in the museum, including
that of Caruana Gatto (algae and lichen collection) were photographed and the information digitised.
The museum herbarium is being augmented by new specimens of locally occurring plants. These
ZHUHSKRWRJUDSKHGLQWKH¿HOGDQGVLQJOHVSHFLPHQVZHUHFROOHFWHGDQGSUHSDUHG GULHG 

Four volunteers working on the conchological collection (Paul Sammut, Charles Sammut, Constantine
0LIVXGDQG&KDUOHV&DFKLD FRQWLQXHGZLWKWKHLUWZRYLVLWVSHUZHHNWRZRUNRQWKHLGHQWL¿FDWLRQDQG
cataloguing of the collection.
Following a year of discussions with MEPA and the ORNIS committee, a notice granting permission
to the NMNH to prepare the numerous bird carcasses into study skins was issued in the  RQ 
December. Work on these skins will commence in January 2013.
$YLVLWWRWKH)LOÀD3ODWHDXZDVFDUULHGRXWLQFROODERUDWLRQZLWK%LUG/LIH0DOWDRQ0DUFK7KHPDLQ
DLPRIWKLVYLVLWZDVWRPDSWKHHQWLUH<HOORZOHJJHG*XOOV¶QHVWV$VHFRQGYLVLWVFKHGXOHGIRUODWH
May to ring the gull’s chicks was cancelled due to technical problems.

Restoration work on the wooden sarcophagus of the Egyptian mummy was completed. The analysis
of the data collated is underway for eventual publication.

The NMNH continued with research projects in collaboration with other HM Departments. Biological
(Cryptogamic) surveys were conducted at the Xaghra Stone Circle to characterise the formation
SDWWHUQV RI ELRORJLFDO VRLO FUXVW FRPPXQLWLHV RQ VRLO ÀRRULQJ WRS VRLOV DQG VRLO LQ¿OOV WR PRQLWRU
selected saxicolous lichen communities, and to collect voucher specimens for the NMNH. Similar
surveys continued to be conducted at Tarxien Temples to characterise the formation patterns
RI ELRORJLFDO VRLO FUXVW FRPPXQLWLHV RQ VRLO ÀRRULQJ WRS VRLOV DQG VRLO LQ¿OOV WR PRQLWRU VHOHFWHG
saxicolous lichen communities, and to collect voucher specimens to be housed at the NMNH. Similar
seasonal surveys also continued to be conducted at SPC to characterise the formation patterns of
bryophyte and lichen communities within the catacombs and in surrounding grounds, and to collect
specimens for the NMNH.
Throughout the year, several local individuals enquired on various topics related to natural history,
UDQJLQJIURPDXWKHQWLFDWLRQWRLGHQWL¿FDWLRQRIVSHFLPHQV9DULRXVJURXSVIURPWKH&ROHRSWHUDIDPLO\
(entomological collections) were studied by Dr David Mifsud and Mr Henry Borg-Barthet. Results
ZHUHSXEOLVKHGODWHULQ9ROXPHRIWKHBulletin of the Entomological Society. As in previous years
a number of MCAST and UOM students also sought assistance from the NMNH for their research
projects and theses, focusing among other on Maltese rabbits, chameleons and rats.
Publications
7KHIROORZLQJSXEOLFDWLRQVZHUHDXWKRUHGFRDXWKRUHGE\101+6WDIIDQGYROXQWHHUV
%RUJ--µ1DWXUDOLVWLF$VSHFWVLQIl Gozo Antico-Moderno e Sacro-Profano’ in G. Vella and O. Vella
(eds), De Soldanis – An Eighteenth Century IntellectualSS

%RUJ -- µ7XQD IDUPV ± D VHDVRQDO VXSSOHPHQWDU\ IRRG VRXUFH IRU VWRUP SHWUHOV +\GUREDWHV
pelagicus melitensis¶LQ$YRFHWWD9ROSS
%RUJ-- 6XOWDQD-µ7KH<HONRXDQ6KHDUZDWHU3XI¿QXV\HONRXDQ at l-Irdum tal-Madonna, Malta’,
LQ<pVRX3%DFFHWWL1 6XOWDQD- HGV (FRORJ\DQG&RQVHUYDWLRQRI0HGLWHUUDQHDQ6HDELUGV
DQGRWKHUELUGVSHFLHVXQGHUWKH%DUFHORQD&RQYHQWLRQ – Proceedings of the 13th Medmaravis Pan0HGLWHUUDQHDQ6\PSRVLXP$OJKHUR 6DUGLQLD 2FWREHUSS
6XOWDQD- %RUJ--µ7KH0HGLWHUUDQHDQ6WRUPSHWUHO+\GUREDWHVSHODJLFXVPHOLWHQVLV in Malta’,
LQ<pVRX3%DFFHWWL1 6XOWDQD- HGV (FRORJ\DQG&RQVHUYDWLRQRI0HGLWHUUDQHDQ6HDELUGV
DQGRWKHUELUGVSHFLHVXQGHUWKH%DUFHORQD&RQYHQWLRQ – Proceedings of the 13th Medmaravis Pan0HGLWHUUDQHDQ6\PSRVLXP$OJKHUR 6DUGLQLD 2FWREHUSS
5DLQH $ -- %RUJ + 5DLQH  5$ 3KLOLSV µ0LJUDWLRQ VWUDWHJLHV RI WKH <HONRXDQ 6KHDUZDWHU
3XI¿QXV\HONRXDQ’, in Journal of Ornithology (online).
Mifsud, C., The Echinorderms of the Maltese Islands.

International Collaboration
The joint NMNH and Natural History Museum, London MEDISLANDS Project was given the green
light by the SCH and a team from the Natural History Museum of London lead by Prof. Adrian Lister
and Dr Victoria Herridge visited Ghar Dalam and Beghisa Gap on 9-12 June to collected samples
for dating. Further meetings were carried out at the Natural History Museum of London in October.
Work also continued on the Italia-Malta Project: REMASI (2011-13). A team of Sicilian geologists
and palaeontologists were in Malta (June and November) to identify and map sites of geological
interest in the Maltese islands. A project steering committee meeting was held at the NMNH on 240D\ZKLOHIRXURWKHUVLPLODUPHHWLQJVZHUHKHOGDW%LYRQD6LFLO\RQ)HEUXDU\ LQFOXGLQJ
¿HOGZRUNRQ/DPSHGXVD $SULO-XQHDQG6HSWHPEHU

International Collaboration
The joint NMNH and Natural History Museum, London MEDISLANDS Project was given the green
light by the SCH and a team from the Natural History Museum of London lead by Prof. Adrian Lister
and Dr Victoria Herridge visited Ghar Dalam and Beghisa Gap on 9-12 June to collected samples
for dating. Further meetings were carried out at the Natural History Museum of London in October.
Work also continued on the Italia-Malta Project: REMASI (2011-13). A team of Sicilian geologists
and palaeontologists were in Malta (June and November) to identify and map sites of geological
interest in the Maltese islands. A project steering committee meeting was held at the NMNH on 240D\ZKLOHIRXURWKHUVLPLODUPHHWLQJVZHUHKHOGDW%LYRQD6LFLO\RQ)HEUXDU\ LQFOXGLQJ
¿HOGZRUNRQ/DPSHGXVD $SULO-XQHDQG6HSWHPEHU
Donations and Acquisitions
$ FRS\ RI $ULH : -DQVVHQ   µ6\VWHPDWLFV DQG ELRVWUDWLJUDSK\ RI KRORSODQNWRQLF 0ROOXVFD
from the Oligo-Miocene of the Maltese Archipelago’, published in Bollettino del Museo Regionale
di Scienze Naturali, Vol.28, No. 2 (2010), pp. 197, was donated to the museum by the author. Mr
Joseph Debono of Mdina donated a stuffed and mounted Cormorant 3KDODFURFRUD[ FDUER taken
at Salina in the 1930s, a small collection of molluscs was presented by Mr Constantine Mifsud of
Rabat, while Ms Annalise Falzon donated a dead Shrew Suncus etruscus.

Around 2,000 insects (mostly Coleoptera and Orthoptera species) were collected during the third
research expedition by NMNH staff and volunteers to French Guiana (South America) from 3 to 23
August 2012. All specimens have been prepared, labelled and boxed by museum staff.
7KHIROORZLQJFRQ¿VFDWHGELUGVZHUHWUDQVIHUUHGWRWKH101+E\WKH0DOWD/DZ&RXUWV
Lot 1
Black Kite Milvus migrans
Whiskered Tern &KLOLGRQLDVK\EULGXVx3
Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus
Lot 2
6P\UQD.LQJ¿VKHUHalcyon smyrnensis x 20
/HVVHUSLHGNLQJ¿VKHUCeryl rudis x 2
Black-shouldered kite Elanus caeruleus
Little-green Bee eater Merops orientalis
Blue cheeked bee-eater Merops superciliosus x9
Common bulbul 3\FQRQRWXVEDUEDWXV
Lanner Falcon
)DOFRELDUPLFXV x4
Little Owl Athene noctua x2
Long-eared Owl Asio otus x2
Barn Owl 7\WRDOED x7
Whiskered Tern &KOLGRQLDVK\EULGXV[
Little Tern 6WHUQDDOELIURQV[
Lot 3
Gannet 0RUXVEDVVDQXV
Lesser Spotted Eagle $TXLODSRPDULQD
Little Crake Porzana parva
European Bee-eater Merops apiaster

Lot 4
Spur-winged Plover Hoplopterus spinosus
Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola
Common Bulbuo 3\FQRQRWXVEDUEDWXV
Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto
Great Grey Shrike /DQLXVH[FXELWRU
Purple Gallinule Porphyrio porphyrio
Crested Lark Galerida cristata
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica
Lot 5
Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis
Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus
<HONRXDQ6KHDUZDWHU3XI¿QXV\HONRXDQ
Great Cormorant 3KDODFURFRUD[FDUER x2
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea x2
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea
Little Egret Egretta garzetta x4
Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides x3
Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax
Cattle Egret %XEXOFXVLELV
Shelduck Tadorna tadorna x3
Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca
Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus[
Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus x 2
Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus
Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus x3
Eleonora’s Falcon Falco eleonorae x2
Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus x2
Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni x3
Spotted Crake Porzana porzana
Curlew 1XPHQLXVDUTXDWD x4
Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta x4
Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus[
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus x2
Little Ringed Plover &KDUDGULXVGXELXV x2
Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula x2
Turnstone Arenaria interpres x2
Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus x3
Dotterel Charadrius morinellus
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus
Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica x2
Greenshank Tringa nebularia
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis x2
Redshank Tringa totanus x 2
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos x2
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus x2
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola x2
Dunlin Calidris alpina x2
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea x2
Little Stint Calidris minuta x3
Slender-billed Gull Croicocephalus genei

Little Gull Larus minutus
Caspian Tern Sterna caspia
Black Tern Chlidonias niger
Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus x2
Short-eared Owl $VLRÀDPPHXV
Scops Owl Otus scops
Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus
Bee-eater Merops apiaster
Hoopoe Upupa epops
&RPPRQ.LQJ¿VKHUAlcedo atthis x3
Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto
Wryneck -\Q[WRUTXLOOD
Alpine Swift $SXVPHOED
Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus x2
Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator
Lot 6
Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis (illegally imported from UK)
The following carcasses of dead birds were transferred to the NMNH by BirdLife Malta:
16 February
Allen’s Gallinule Porphyro alleni
Black-headed Gull &URLFRFHSKDOXVULGLEXQGXV
<HOORZOHJJHG*XOOLarus michahellis x2
Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus
White Wagtail 0RWDFLOODDOED x2
Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni
Starling Sturnus vulgaris x 2
20 May
Scopoli’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea x3
Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus x3
Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
<HOORZOHJJHG*XOOLarus michahellis
Bee-eater Merops apiaster x3
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos
Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala
Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
Hoopoe Upupa epops
Swift Apus apus
House Martin 'HOLFKRQXUELFXP
Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator
Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus
Starling Sturnus vulgaris
Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis
31 August
Scopoli’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola

<HOORZOHJJHG*XOOLarus michahellis x2
Swift Apus apus x3
Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolenis
28 September
<HONRXDQ6KHDUZDWHU3XI¿QXV\HONRXDQ
Scopoli’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax x2
Little Egret Egretta garzetta
Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus[
Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus x2
Hobby )DOFRVXEEXWHR
Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus x2
Greenshank 7ULQJDQHEXODULD
European Bee-Eater Merops apiaster x4
Hoopoe Upupa epops
29 October
Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus x3
Little Crake Porzana parva
Robin (ULWKDFXVUXEHFXOD
*ƫDU'DODP
7KHWUDQVIHURIWKHERQHFROOHFWLRQIURP*ƫDU'DODPWRWKH101+LVSUDFWLFDOO\FRPSOHWH7KHODVW
remaining bones will be ready for transfer in the beginning of 2013. The results from the geological
survey initiated in the latter part of 2011 have been delivered to HM, and a work plan is underway to
address the various issues raised in the report. Digi-mapping of bones in situ inside cave initiated in
2011 continued through much of 2012.
Dr Alexandra Vander Geer (Naturalis Museum, Netherlands) and Dr George Lyras (Athens University)
ZHUHLQ0DOWDIURPWR1RYHPEHUDQGPHDVXUHGYDULRXVKLSSRSRWDPLDQGGHHUERQHVIURPWKH
*ƫDU'DODPFROOHFWLRQIRUWKHLUUHVHDUFKRQELRPDVVLQH[WLQFWDQLPDOV
7KHVHQLRUFXUDWRUDXWKRUHGWKHSDSHUµ*ƫDU'DODPDVKHOWHUIRU::,,UHIXJHHVDQGPLOLWDU\IXHO
VXSSOLHV¶LQWKH0DOWD$UFKDHRORJLFDO5HYLHZ,VVXH  SS

Prehistoric Sites Department
7D¶ƪDƥUDWDQG6NRUED
)RUWKHWKLUGFRQVHFXWLYH\HDUµ7KH0DOWHVH7HPSOHV/DQGVFDSH3URMHFW¶ 07/3 DUHVHDUFKSURMHFW
in conjunction with Bournemouth University, the German Archaeological Institute, the UOM and
WKH6&+ZDVUHVXPHGLQ$XJXVW7KLV\HDUDFWLYLWLHVZLWKWKH07/3IRFXVHGODUJHO\RQ¿HOGZRUN
which took place in the lands close to the valley bottom. The excavations consisted in two aligned
VRQGDJHWUHQFKHVPHDVXULQJP[PGRZQWREHGURFNOHYHOZKLFKZHUHLQWHQGHGWRSURYLGH
information on deposits in the valley. Soil and shell samples from these trenches were also taken to
Bournemouth University for further studies.
Further to the research commenced in 2011 on Limits of Acceptable Change, this year the department
completed the review of the last study, and launched communication with internal stakeholders with
the intention of taking stock of the present situation as well as to address desired achievements. In
addition to this, a questionnaire was launched with which the department aims to obtain information
about the present visitors.

%RUƥLQ1DGXU
With regard to the conservation of the site, the department has brought present conservation issues
WRWKHDWWHQWLRQRIWKH6FLHQWL¿F&RPPLWWHHIRUWKH&RQVHUYDWLRQRIWKH0HJDOLWKLF7HPSOHVVRWKDW
these can be addressed. In 2013 a Condition Assessment of the site is planned to be undertaken
as part of the Conservation Plan within which the site is envisaged to be included in the near future.
6FLHQWL¿F&RPPLWWHHIRUWKH&RQVHUYDWLRQRIWKH0HJDOLWKLF7HPSOHV
The Committee provided its expertise for the Archaeological Heritage Conservation Project (ERDF
2007-13) by providing feedback with regards to the proposed methodology for the structural
assessment of Ggantija Temples, reviewing and providing feedback on the Biological Studies at
Tarxien Temples, and providing guidance on the management of rainwater to the north of Ggantija.
7KH6FLHQWL¿F&RPPLWWHHDOVRGHYHORSHGDPHWKRGRORJ\IRUWKHFRQVHUYDWLRQRIWKH&HQWUDO7HPSOH
DW0QDMGUDDQGGLVFXVVHGDQGUHYLVHGHQYLURQPHQWDOPRQLWRULQJQHHGVDWƪDƥDU4LPDQG0QDMGUD
Temples.
UNESCO
Malta submitted retrospective statements of Outstanding Universal Value for the city of Valletta
which was approved for further evaluation. Two documents were submitted to the World Heritage
Committee with regards to the Megalithic Temples. One consisted of a reply to an ICOMOS review
of documentation while the other was a general update on ongoing and planned projects within the
property.
$VDIROORZXSWRWKH¿QDOL]DWLRQRIWKH0DQDJHPHQW3ODQIRUWKH0HJDOLWKLF7HPSOHVWKHGHSDUWPHQW
is reviewing Local Plans for the Maltese Islands to discuss with the MEPA the inclusion of measures
which ensure the safeguarding of the Outstanding Universal Value of the property.
$FRQVXOWDWLRQGRFXPHQWLQSUHSDUDWLRQIRUWKHGUDIWLQJRID0DQDJHPHQW3ODQIRUWKH+DO6DÀLHQL
Hypogeum was concluded, and several consultation meetings with stakeholders were held.
Stakeholders consulted include the Malta Archaeological Society, the Department of Classics and
Archaeology of the UOM, HM staff and the Paola Local Council. Feedback is being received and a
Draft Plan for public consultation should be concluded in 2013.

ƤJDQWLMD7HPSOHV
5HVHDUFK DQG GLVFXVVLRQV LQ YLHZ RI WKH (5') ,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ &HQWUH DW ƤJDQWLMD ZHUH RQJRLQJ
throughout the year. During January and February material pertaining to the dress and ornament,
and tools sections was retrieved from the NMA stores to be eventually transferred to Gozo. A CT
VFDQRIDSUHKLVWRULFVNXOOIURPWKH;DJƫUD6WRQH&LUFOHZDVWDNHQDWWKH*R]R*HQHUDO+RVSLWDO
RQ  -XO\ VR WKDW WKH UDZ GDWD FRXOG EH VHQW DEURDG IRU GLJLWDO UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ$OWKRXJK GLJLWDO
reconstructions are a popular interpretation facility in museums worldwide, the reconstruction of a
SUHKLVWRULFVNXOOLVD¿UVWWLPHUIRUORFDOPXVHXPV+0HQJDJHGWKHVHUYLFHVRIRQHRIWKHOHDGLQJ
specialists in this area for this task. Routine conservation works including the removal of vegetation
growth, the cleaning of open megalith joints and pointing works was carried out by conservators on
29 August.
;DJƫUD6WRQH&LUFOH
Preparatory works on the Conservation and Management Plan commenced in February in
FROODERUDWLRQ ZLWK WKH *R]R$UHD 2I¿FH7KLV H[HUFLVH LQYROYHG WKH H[SHUWLVH RI VHYHUDO VHFWLRQV
with HM. An onsite meeting by the working group and other stakeholders and specialists was held
RQ0DUFK7KHGHVFULSWLRQRIVLWHDQGVWDWHPHQWRIVLJQL¿FDQFHWRJHWKHUZLWKDGRFXPHQWRQ
ODQGVFDSH FRQWH[W ZHUH ¿QDOLVHG LQ$SULO ,Q WKH IROORZLQJ PRQWKV DQ DVVHVVPHQW RI WKH VN\OLQH
was carried out. A vegetation assessment was carried out in April. The sandbags assessment was
completed in June. An onsite meeting with biologist Stephanie Sammut took place on 19 June where
vegetation control with herbicide was discussed. Surface cutting of fennel plants took place around
mid-June as part of the vegetation control exercise. In July ToRs were compiled for the execution
RIDWRSRJUDSKLFVXUYH\RIWKH;DJƫUD6WRQH&LUFOHDQGLWVHQYLURQV7KHFRQWUDFWZDVDZDUGHGWR
0DW6XUY $VVRFLDWHV/WGLQ6HSWHPEHUDQG¿HOGZRUNFDUULHGRXWWKURXJKRXW2FWREHU$FRQGLWLRQ
DVVHVVPHQWRIWKH;DJƫUD6WRQH&LUFOHZDVFDUULHGRXWE\WKHFRQVHUYDWRUVRQ2FWREHUIRFXVLQJ
mainly on structures in situ. In October, studies of a geotechnical nature commenced by geologist
Adrian Mifsud, and continued throughout November and December.
Other
The department is assisting the ICT department in the CARARE project, an EU-funded Best Practice
Network which aims to introduce archaeological and architectural heritage sites to the European
Digital Library, Europeana. Activities once again focused on the creation of 3D content for prehistoric
sites and objects as well as the compilation of a number of reports. These activities have included
collaborating with third parties including lecturers within the IT department of the UOM and Phd
students from foreign universities. The main results included the scanning of the prehistoric model of
DIDFDGHRULJLQDOO\IURP7DU[LHQWKHVLPSOL¿FDWLRQRIWKHQHZ7DU[LHQ'PRGHOWRUHGXFHLWVVL]HDQG
make it more internet-friendly, the preparation of metadata for all prehistoric sites for inclusion within
(XURSHDQDDVZHOODVWKHFUHDWLRQRIWKH¿UVW'SGI¿OHV,QFROODERUDWLRQZLWKWKH,&7GHSDUWPHQW
the department also organised the national seminar for CARARE, the main dissemination activity
envisaged in the project. This was carried out on 29 June in conjunction with the Open Day for
+DJDU 4LP DQG 0QDMGUD 7HPSOHV DQG LW LQFOXGHG D VHPLQDU GHVFULELQJ WKH SURMHFW DV ZHOO DV D
stand dedicated to technology and its potential use within cultural heritage. At the stand, visitors
ZHUH LQYLWHG WR H[SORUH WKH ' ¿OHV FUHDWHG IRU &$5$5( DQG (XURSHDQD LQWHUDFW ZLWK D YLUWXDO
model of Skorba created by an ICT graduate from the UOM and watch a virtual reconstruction of
WKHSUHKLVWRULFKXWIURP*ƫDMQVLHOHPEHLQJFUHDWHGRQWKHÀ\,QDVHSDUDWHGLVVHPLQDWLRQDFWLYLW\
in May, a paper on 3D models and CARARE was presented in Sicily at the event organised by the
Phoenician, Roman and Medieval Sites department as part of its Archeotour project.
Throughout the year several students were assisted in their research in a variety of topics and levels
which ranged from 3D reconstructions of prehistoric sites to the conservation of Maltese stone. PSD
is assisting a Masters student who is conducting a study on Computational Fluid Dynamics and its
application to the modelling of changing environmental conditions in enclosed spaces, utilizing the
'PRGHORIWKH+DO6DÀLHQL+\SRJHXP

HM Conservation Division
-RVHSK6FHUUL&KLHI([HFXWLYH2I¿FHU
The Conservation Division has been strengthened by the appointment of a new Principal Conservator,
Claire Bonavia, who will be in charge of the textile and paper department and the appointment of
Ray Spiteri as Senior Conservator. A new wood conservator, Josef Aquilina, also joined the division
and will be establishing the Wood Conservation Department during 2013. To showcase the work
GRQHE\WKH'LYLVLRQDQH[KLELWLRQHQWLWOHGµ%DFNWR/LIH¶ZDVPRXQWHGLQWKHQHZH[KLELWLRQKDOORI
the NMNH.
Paintings Department
7KHGHSDUWPHQWZRUNHGRQWKHFRQVHUYDWLRQWUHDWPHQWRISDLQWLQJVIURP6DQ$QWRQ3DODFHZKLFK
KDGWREHUHDG\E\0DUFKLQWLPHIRUWKHRI¿FLDORSHQLQJRIWKH*UDQG0DVWHUV¶+DOODWWKHVDPH
3DODFH7REHDEOHWR¿QLVKWKHZRUNLQWLPHWKHWZRQHZSDLQWLQJFRQVHUYDWRUVZKRZHUHJLYHQD
\HDUWHUPDSSRLQWPHQWWR¿QLVKWKHZRUNKDGWREHKHOSHGE\RWKHUSDLQWLQJFRQVHUYDWRUVIURPWKH
same department. These two painting conservators have now been assigned other paintings from
the Ambassadors’ Hall of the same Palace which should be ready next year.
7KHGHSDUWPHQWKDVDOVR¿QLVKHGWKHFRQVHUYDWLRQWUHDWPHQWRIWKHIROORZLQJZRUNVE\3UHWLLQYLHZ
of next year’s exhibition to celebrate the 400th anniversary from the artist’s birth: St Paul the Hermit,
)ODJHOODWLRQ'RXEWLQJ7KRPDV&UXFL¿[LRQ0DUW\UGRPRI6W&DWKHULQH6DQ*LRYDQQLQR

The department also conserved two very important paintings by Victor Pasmore. One of the paintings
was an abstract which was the very last painting that Victor Pasmore executed before he passed
away. The other is entitled Points of Contact 17. When John Pasmore, the son of the late Victor
Pasmore, saw the dedication and attention which was put into the conservation treatment of both
paintings he decided, with the consent of all the heirs, to donate both paintings to HM.
2WKHUFRQVHUYDWLRQUHVWRUDWLRQZRUNVLQFOXGHWKHIROORZLQJThe Annunciation – Italian school; The
Nativity – Maestro Alberto; Funeral of Angelo Emo (pair) – artist unknown; Ecce Homo – Fetti; Mary
Magdalene – Stanzione. Painting conservators have also, for the last year, delivered lectures and
tutored B.Cons students.

Objects Department
7KHGHSDUWPHQWFRQWLQXHGZLWKWKHWHPSOHVPDLQWHQDQFHSURJUDPPHRQWKHƪDƥDU4LP0QDMGUD
DQG 7DU[LHQ 7HPSOHV :RUN ZDV DOVR GRQH RQ WKH ;DJƫUD 6WRQH &LUFOH DW WKH 5RPDQ %DWKV LQ
*ƫDMQ7XI¿HƫDDQGDWWKH5RPDQ'RPXV7KHFRQGLWLRQDVVHVVPHQWRIDOOWKHDUWHIDFWVZKLFKDUH
on display at the NMA has also been concluded.
7KHIROORZLQJDUHFRQVHUYDWLRQUHVWRUDWLRQZRUNVFDUULHGRXWHLJKWHHQVZRUGVDQGWKLUWHHQFRPSRVLWH
items for the Harrods exhibition in London; ten complete suits of armour from the Palace; marble
¿UHSODFHIURPWKH10$QLQHFOD\PRGHOVIURPWKH,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFHEURQ]H3LQWREXVWIURPWKH
IDFDGHRIWKH$XEHUJHGH&DVWLOOHWZREURQ]HEHOOVIURPWKH000WZR¿QHMHZHOOHU\LWHPVDQGD
miniature from the NMFA; clock dials from the clock turret of the MMM.

Books and Paper Department

7KHGHSDUWPHQW¿QLVKHGWKHFRQVHUYDWLRQUHVWRUDWLRQRIDOOWKHPDSVIURPWKH*DQDGRFROOHFWLRQ
HDFKPDSZDVFRQVHUYHGDQGPRXQWHGUHDG\IRUH[KLELWLRQ:RUNZDVDOVRGRQHRQÀDWZRUNV
from the NMFA. Ten artefacts from the MMM were also conserved for the Harrods exhibition held
in London. Three Maltese musical instruments were conserved for the Notte Bianca exhibition. A
rare medieval manuscript from St Dominic’s Priory Valletta was also conserved and a protective
box made for it. Other work done by the department was the following: restoration of twelve books
donated by the Istituto Italiano di Cultura; a pastel drawing by Pio Joris from the NMFA; a manuscript
from the Inquisitor’s Palace; nineteen drawing by H M Bateman; eight models of pastoral scenes in
Malta from the Gozo Folklore Museum; six lithographs by Picasso, Matisse, Leger, Doufy, Braque
and Askeland; eight photos of Joseph Calleja.
Fototeka
:RUNFRQWLQXHGRQWKH)RWRWHNDDWWKH10$7RGDWHQHJDWLYHVKDYHEHHQFOHDQHGDQGSXWLQ
new conservation envelopes. They have also been put in a database and digitised. The amount of
information uncovered is being researched and will lead to a publication.
Textiles Department
The department continued working on the cleaning of the costumes and accessories and preparing
mounts and slings for packing. Ten lace artefacts were fully conserved for the Harrods exhibition
which was mounted in London. Dust covers were also manufactured for the shelving units for the
101+DQGIRUWKH0007KUHHODUJHÀDJVRI0DOWDZHUHFOHDQHGDQGPRXQWHGIRUWKHNotte Bianca
exhibition. The conservation treatment of two badly conserved uniforms coming from the NWM has
EHHQFRPSOHWHG)LEUHDQDO\VLVKDVEHHQGRQHRQ¿EUHVRIWKHFDQYDVVXSSRUWRIWKH3UHWLSDLQWLQJV
and on a textile found in a rare medieval binding coming from St Dominic’s Priory, Valletta.

Diagnostic Science Laboratories
The DSL have yet again provided support within the three main objectives of the section, i.e.
VFLHQWL¿F DQDO\VLV DQG GLDJQRVWLF VHUYLFHV UHVHDUFK LQ FRQVHUYDWLRQFRQVHUYDWLRQ VFLHQFH DQG
capacity building through education. In addition to diagnostic analysis and preventive conservation,
WKHGHSDUWPHQWKDVDOVREHHQLQYROYHGLQWKHSURYLVLRQRIVFLHQWL¿FGRFXPHQWDWLRQVHUYLFHV
The DSL has also been involved in a large number of HM Conservation Projects, as well as external
projects for third parties such as the UOM, MRRA, Malta Standards Authority, and a number of
private engineering and architectural companies. The provision of assistance, including involvement
in lecturing and practical supervision of students reading the UOM’s Bachelor course, has also
continued to form an integral element for DSL.
$VHOHFWLRQRIWKHPRVWVLJQL¿FDQWDFWLYLWLHVSURMHFWVLVOLVWHGEHORZ
HM Projects
Periodic testing of air and water samples from the Hypogeum and other sites, including microbiological
and chemical testing in collaboration with Analytica Labs;

Periodic microbiological, pH and conductivity testing of tap water samples from Bighi for Legionella,
(FROL, etc.
IR thermography imaging at the Hypogeum;
,5LPDJLQJVHVVLRQDWƪDƥDU4LP0QDMGUDDQG7DU[LHQ7HPSOHV
Pollution monitoring (including asbestos) of various sites (ongoing task);
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) programme within various HM sites (ongoing task);
6HDVDOWDHURVROVWXG\DWƪDƥDU4LPDQG0QDMGUD RQJRLQJ 
X-Ray radiography of various artefacts within HM’s collections, including:
&HUDPLFXUQIRULGHQWL¿FDWLRQRIFRQWHQWV
The Feast of Baldassare painting
The Martyrdom of St Catherine painting
The Funeral of Angelo Emo in Malta in 1792 – two paintings
Parchment book
6W6HEDVWLDQ painting – San Anton Palace
6(0('6DQDO\VLVDQGFURVVVHFWLRQ,'RIVDPSOHVIURP6LƥƥLHZLFKDSHOIUHVFR
SEM imaging of molluscs from the NMNH;
Analysis of mounted birds for traces of arsenic, etc. – NMNH;
,GHQWL¿FDWLRQRIDUPRXUYDUQLVKSURWHFWLYHOD\HU
Cross-section ID of NMFA detached fresco;
,GHQWL¿FDWLRQRI7DU[LHQ7HPSOHV¶ZDONZD\UHVLGXH
Residue in canvas ID of St Sebastian painting;
7H[WLOH¿EUHDQDO\VLVDQGERQHLYRU\LGHQWL¿FDWLRQRI,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFH%ULVH)DQ
7H[WLOHDQGSDSHU,'RI+LVWRULFDO%LEOH%RRNZLWKµ$OOD*UHFD¶ELQGLQJ
Screening of contaminants present in a batch of isopropanol;
Pigment, varnish and hard composite material on canvas ID of Feast of Baldassare painting;
Wood and pigment analysis Maestro Alberto panel painting;
Biological ID of two paintings depicting the Funeral of Angelo Emo;
Textile ID of The Martyrdom of St Catherine, Mattia Preti;
Pigment ID of screenprint on canvas;
Various analyses of Preti paintings –6W3DXOWKH+HUPLW&UXFL¿[LRQ)ODJHOODWLRQ'RXEWLQJ7KRPDV

Pigment ID of Pasmore paintings
Pigment ID of Italian School Virgin Annunciation;
Pigment and varnish ID of Fetti Ecce Homo painting;
Pigment ID of Blessed Name of Mary painting (Jesuits Church);
Pigment and varnish analysis of Morroni painting of Mary Magdalene;
Pigment ID of painting depicting the /DPHQWDWLRQRYHUGHDG$EHO by Stomer;
Pigment ID of the MMM Clock Tower;
7H[WLOH¿EUHLGHQWL¿FDWLRQDQGRWKHUELRORJLFDODQDO\VLVRIXQLIRUPVIURPWKH000
7H[WLOH¿EUHLGHQWL¿FDWLRQLQWHJUDWHGSHVWPDQDJHPHQWDQGRWKHUELRORJLFDODQDO\VLVRILWHPVIURP
National Textile Collection (ongoing);
Textile ID and other biological analysis of mantle and horse back cover;
Pigment ID of Ducros’ Neptune’s Fountain;
3DSHUWH[WLOH LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ DQG DQDO\VLVLGHQWL¿FDWLRQ RI ELQGLQJ PHGLD DQDO\VLV RI ELRORJLFDO
degradation products, etc. of various heavily oxidized paper artefacts;
$QDO\VLVLGHQWL¿FDWLRQRIFRQVWLWXHQWPDWHULDOVELRORJLFDO FKHPLFDOGHJUDGDWLRQSURGXFWVHWFRI
musical instruments, including the ĪXPPDUDĪDIĪDIDDQGWDQEXU;
6(0('6DQG)7,5DQDO\VLVIRUFRQVWLWXHQWPDWHULDOLGHQWL¿FDWLRQ[UD\UDGLRJUDSK\HWFRIYDULRXV
stone and ceramic artefacts;
3LJPHQW,'RIMHZHOOHU\LWHPZLWK¿QHPLQLDWXUH
,GHQWL¿FDWLRQRIGLIIHUHQWFRQVWLWXHQWPDWHULDOVPDNLQJXSDVLONSDLQWHGIDQ
Fort St Elmo paint and cement analysis;
3LJPHQWLGHQWL¿FDWLRQDQDO\VLV PLFURVFRS\6(0('6)7,5 RI)RUW6W$QJHORVWRQHFURZQ
+\SRJHXP/HYHO6XUIDFH$OWHUDWLRQ0DSSLQJ6XUYH\DQGPLFURELDOWHVWLQJRIXQLGHQWL¿HGJURZWK
Study on gunpowder standards recovery;
CT analysis of Egyptian Mummy in collaboration with Mater Dei Hospital, in addition to further work
RQFRQVROLGDWLRQRIVDUFRSKDJXVUHJHQHUDWLRQRI¿QDO'FRPSXWHUPRGHOVIRU'SURWRW\SLQJHWF
Further testing research on chemical alternatives suitable for use by all conservators and compilation
of an informative report providing information on use and precautions;
&RPSLODWLRQRIDGRFXPHQWUHODWHGRQLGHQWL¿HGUHVHDUFKSURMHFWVWREHFDUULHGRXWLQFROODERUDWLRQ
with conservators and curators;

Participation as members of the Hypogeum Environmental Management Investigation (HEMI) group,
including meetings with engineer Mariotti and other experts collaborating on the Hypogeum project;
Additional Laboratory Tasks
0DLQWHQDQFH RI DOO ODERUDWRU\ HTXLSPHQW ± )7,5 ;5' JULQGLQJ SROLVKLQJ PDFKLQHV 6(0('6
reverse osmosis system, microtome, etc;
3UHSDUDWLRQ RI 5)4V DQG SURFXUHPHQW RI JULQGLQJ PDFKLQH PLFURVFRSH GLJLWDO FDPHUD DQG
attachment, accompanying PCs and software, etc.
Creation of microscopy samples database and sample storage database compilation;
X-Ray photographs in-house database compilation;
Assessment of reliability of FTIR spectral interpretation of binding media following separation from
pigments via solvent extractions (ongoing);
$VVLVWDQFHSURYLGHGWRORFDODQGIRUHLJQOHFWXUHUVLQWKHXVHRIPLFURVFRSHV6(0('6DQG)7,5
required during B.Cons and other course practical sessions;
&RQVXOWDQF\SURYLGHGWR+0KHDOWKDQGVDIHW\RI¿FHUVUHJDUGLQJFKHPLFDOVWRUDJHDQGXVDJH
2UJDQLVDWLRQVXSHUYLVLRQDQGSUHSDUDWLRQRIDOOUHTXLUHPHQWVIRUWKH(7&-RXUQH\PDQ&HUWL¿FDWH
for Laboratory Technologists – Chemistry Practical Exam.
Environmental Monitoring, Preventive Conservation and Related Tasks
Continuous downloading and analysis of data from various HM sites where environmental monitoring
LV EHLQJ FDUULHG RXW DQG XSGDWLQJ RI DOO HQYLURQPHQWDO PRQLWRULQJ GDWD ± SULPDULO\ ƪDƥDU 4LP
0QDMGUD7DU[LHQƤJDQWLMD;DJƫUD6WRQH&LUFOH+\SRJHXP,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFH)RUW6W(OPRDQG
NMFA;
,QVWDOODWLRQ DQG FRQ¿JXULQJ RI GDWDEDVH VRIWZDUH WR EH DEOH WR EXLOG D FRPSOHWH GDWDEDVH RI
environmental data for HM sites;
,QVWDOODWLRQ RI QHZ VHQVRUV WHPSHUDWXUH UHODWLYH KXPLGLW\ DQG VRLO PRLVWXUH FRQWHQW  DW ;DJƫUD
Circle (Hobo).
Installation of Hobo data loggers at the NMFA, the Auberge d’Italie and at the MMM to monitor the
uniform storage area.
,QYROYHGLQWKH¿QDOLVDWLRQRIWKHHQYLURQPHQWDOPRQLWRULQJDQGLQWHUSUHWDWLRQSURMHFWDWWKH+\SRJHXP
together with Evolve Ltd representatives and TobitCurteis Associates (UK);
Analyses of environmental data for various projects, including the provision of assistance to B.Cons.
Masters (UOM) and intern students;
Provided assistance to UCL in the monitoring campaign at the NWM and Fort St Elmo, and ongoing
discussions with Evolve Ltd regarding data transmission problems at the NMFA and Hypogeum and
with AIS on faulty sensor at Ggantija weather station.
5HSRUWLQJWRWKH6FLHQWL¿F&RPPLWWHHUHJDUGLQJHQYLURQPHQWDOPRQLWRULQJDW0QDMGUD7DU[LHQHWF
and participation in various Hypogeum Environmental Management Investigation meetings.

Work for External Companies/Individuals
X-Ray radiography of a private painting – Mr P. Agius, and X-ray radiography of painting for
LGHQWL¿FDWLRQRIpentimenti, etc. – Dr J. Zammit.
6(0 ,5WKHUPRJUDSK\RI¿EUHVDPSOHV±0/6%LR'1$
6(0('6DQDO\VLVRI9DOOHWWD'UDZEULGJHVDPSOHVDQGDQDO\VLVRISODVWHUVDQGPRUWDUVIURP0GLQD
Ditch – MRRA;
FTIR analysis of complex samples – Prof. Camilleri (UOM);
SEM analysis of cement materials and IR thermography of dental materials – Dept. of Dentistry
(UOM);
6(0('6 DQDO\VLV RI VHYHUDO HOHFWURQLF SDUWV PDWHULDO DQDO\VLV RI VLOYHU SODWHG SDUWV WHVWLQJ IRU
SUHVHQFHRIFRQWDPLQDQWVRQ3&%XQLWV ! LGHQWL¿FDWLRQRIJUHDVHVDPSOHV±0HWKRGH(OHFWURQLFV
*ROGSDLQWDQDO\VLV 6(0('6HWF ±6W-RKQ¶V&R&DWKHGUDO)RXQGDWLRQ
EU-Related Projects
Assisted in reporting for the Hypogeum EEA project;
,QYROYHG LQ WKH XSGDWLQJ RI WHFKQLFDO VSHFL¿FDWLRQV DQG WKH DGMXGLFDWLRQ RI WHQGHUV UHODWHG WR
HFRORJLFDOELRORJLFDOVWXGLHVDQGHQYLURQPHQWDOPRQLWRULQJIRUWKH7DU[LHQ*ƫDMQ7XI¿HƫDDQG7D¶
Bistra projects;

COST Action TD1201 Colour and Space in Cultural Heritage (COSCH) – carried out all work required
from management committee members;
1DWLRQDOWHFKQLFDOH[SHUWVIRUWKH,QWHUQDWLRQDO$WRPLF(QHUJ\$JHQF\¶V ,$($ 7&5(5DQG
National Project MAT0001;
Involved in completion of Malta’s IAEA Country Programme Framework 2012-17;
Lecturing Duties and Student Supervision
Internal training and supervision of MCAST apprentice students, including training on laboratory
equipment;
Onsite meetings with BTEC students to help them familiarise themselves with environmental
monitoring techniques;
Assistance provided to a number of B.Cons, B.Sc., B.Eng and other university students in their
VWXGLHV VFLHQWL¿FODERUDWRU\DQDO\VLVDQGRQVLWHZRUN DQGLQWKHDQDO\VLVRIHQYLURQPHQWDOGDWD
Assisted students following B.Cons course in their dissertations;
Supervision of two Italian Master’s graduate students following a Leonardo Da Vinci internship at
DSL.
Training Courses
Participation of all DSL staff and students in a course on vibration sensing;
3DUWLFLSDWLRQLQUHJLRQDOWUDLQLQJFRXUVHRQµ$GYDQFHG&KDUDFWHUL]DWLRQRI&XOWXUDO+HULWDJH$UWHIDFWV
using Nuclear Analytical Techniques’ organised by the International Atomic Energy Agency in Tirana,
Albania;
Participation in regional induction workshop on Implementation of Technical Cooperation Programme
&\FOHIRU&3V1/2V9LHQQD$XVWULD
Participation in training course on Radiation Technology for Cultural Heritage Preservation, Lisbon,
Portugal;
Intensive one-week training of all DSL staff members in X-Ray Fluorescence (XRF) and X-Ray
radiographic techniques applied to cultural heritage – IAEA National Workshop as part of project
MAT0001.
Conferences and Publications
Participation in several conferences (IAEA, NetHeritage, COST Actions) and publications in
conference proceedings and journals, including the following:
ICOMOS ICORP International Symposium HAR2012: Cultural Heritage Protection in Times of Risk:
Challenges and Opportunities – Istanbul, Turkey (November 2012): Disaster Plan for a Museum
– A Case Study: The Malta Maritime Museum (Catania A., Borg C., Garrett G., Baluci C.) Paper
published in symposium proceedings.
VIII Malta Medical School Conference – St Julian’s, Malta (November): Reconstruction of a ThreeDimensional Replica of an Egyptian mummy head (Casha A.R., Baluci C., Borg J.J., Farrugia P.,
Borg JP, Mifsud A.) Poster presentation and publication in proceedings.

Education Programmes Department
Formal Education
B. Cons. (Hons) Course: there was no intake of students this year following the decision taken in
2010. In 2011 there were nine students following the B. Cons. (Hons) course: two fourth year students
focusing on paintings and polychrome sculptures, and seven third year students specialising in
FHUDPLFVJODVVPHWDOVDQGVWRQH7KHIRXUWK\HDUVWXGHQWVKDYH¿QLVKHGWKHFRXUVHVXFFHVVIXOO\
with the two students graduating in November (Second Class). Five of the third year students
progressed to fourth year while the other two students could not progress and were granted the
possibility to repeat their third year by the UOM. In November two students from the 2008 intake
graduated B.Cons.(Hons) in paintings and polychrome sculpture.
Vocational Education and Training in Heritage Skills Course: The course content of the Heritage
Skills course is now being managed only by the Institute for Building and Construction (IBCE) within
MCAST. HM is still providing the Stone Conservation Workshop to MCAST students during their
practical sessions which take place at Bighi. The theoretical part of the course is being carried out at
IBCE. The course on restoration of wood was not offered and removed from the MCAST prospectus.
7KHUHDUHIRUW\VWXGHQWVIROORZLQJWKHGLIIHUHQWOHYHOVRIWKH+HULWDJH6NLOOVFRXUVH7KLV\HDU¿IWHHQ
QHZ VWXGHQWV ZHUH DGPLWWHG WKUHH VWXGHQWV SURJUHVVHG WR µ6HZZHM ¶ WKUHH ZHUH SURPRWHG WR
µ6HZZHM¶VHYHQSURJUHVVHGWRµ0DVWUX¶QLQHQHZVWXGHQWVMRLQHGµ0DVWUX¶DQGVHYHQZHUH
SURPRWHGWRµ0DVWUX¶7KUHHRXWRIIRXUVWXGHQWV¿QLVKHGWKHLUYRFDWLRQDOVWXGLHVDQGDUHTXDOL¿HG
WRZRUNDVµPDVWUL¶
Informal Education
7KHDFWLYLW\VKHHWVLQWHUDFWLYHSURJUDPPHVDQGDQLPDWHGWRXUVKHOGLQ+0PXVHXPVVLWHVE\WKH
GHSDUWPHQWZHUHYDULRXVZRUNVKHHWVZHUHGHYHORSHGIRU7D¶ƪDƥUDWDQG6NRUEDWKH101+DQG
the Peasant Costumes Exhibition, a fact sheet and treasure hunt for the MMM, and fact sheets for
the NMA, the NWM, the NMFA, the Palace Armoury and the Inquisitor’s Palace. The department
also coordinated HM’s participation in Ziguzajg during World Children’s Day, Animal Awareness Day
at the NMNH, the launch of book about de Soldanis at the Palace, the animated tour by Giuseppe
'HVSRWWDW*ƫDU'DODPDQGPDQDJHGWKHLQWHUDFWLYHDUHDZRUNVKRSVDQGFXOLQDU\VHVVLRQGXULQJ
the open day at Bighi.

Those who attended the Life at Sea at the MMM had the opportunity of participating in the following
events: science experiments related to buoyancy; a dramatized representation of two legends
related to the sea; a talk by Tony Cassar Darien about the sea in opera and the arts; seascape
painting by artist Paul Caruana; a talk about Maltese idioms related to the sea by Martin Morana; a
short talk about boat model making by Joe Abela. On the other hand children attending Birgufest at
the MMM and the Inquisitor’s Palace were given a brief tour, besides being greeted by Don Fabio
Chigi at the Inquisitor’s Palace.
HM also participated in Skolasajf (23 July to 3 September) through the delivery of activities in
WKHIROORZLQJPXVHXPVVLWHVƪDƥDU4LPDQG0QDMGUD000,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFH101+7D¶.ROD
Windmill and during the Peasant Costumes Exhibition held at the MGOZ. The activities which took
SODFHLQWKHVHPXVHXPVVLWHVZHUHWKHIROORZLQJ$WWKH101+DIWHUDVKRUWWRXURIWKHPXVHXP
children were engaged in a number of games and activities including a card game on animal families,
a modelling clay activity based on animals and a crafts activity during which they created bookmarks
IHDWXULQJ D QXPEHU RI DQLPDOV$W ƪDƥDU 4LP DQG 0QDMGUD DIWHU D FRQFLVH WRXU RI WKH VLWH WKH
children created their own comic strip based on life in prehistoric times and took part in a quest
game around the temples. At the MMM children were greeted by a friendly pirate who explained that
they will be taking part in a treasure hunt around the museum. The participants then were taken on
DWRXURIWKHPXVHXPIRFXVLQJRQWKHH[KLELWVLQFOXGHGLQWKHWUHDVXUHKXQWDQG¿QDOO\GLYLGHGLQWR
teams and sent on their quest. At the Inquisitor’s Palace children learnt how to make the traditional
almond UXƥƥDWD which was then left to cool while they participated in a crafts session during which
they made their own traditional kite. The session came to an end with a cool and refreshing drink
of the UXƥƥDWD they had made earlier. The activities held at Ta’ Kola Windmill were based on the
WHPSRUDU\H[KLELWLRQRIµ3HDVDQW&RVWXPHV¶3DUWLFLSDQWV¿UVWYLVLWHGWKHH[KLELWLRQDQGWKHQZHUH
LQYROYHGLQWZRDFWLYLWLHVWKH¿UVWZDVDJDPHEDVHGRQWKHERDUGJDPHµ3LFWLRQDU\¶EXWIHDWXULQJWKH
costumes exhibited while the second was a game during which the children had to recognise and
sort the different elements of the traditional costumes and sort them by labelling two large images
of the mannequins wearing the costumes. Worksheets consisting of a crossword puzzle and a
word search based on the process and the costumes themselves were distributed to all those who
attended.
The Inspire Foundation and the Eden Leisure Group booked a number of museum visits as part of
a programme offered to those who join their summer clubs. During such visits hands-on activities
were delivered. For more details refer to the appendix below.
Activities for HM members
Once again the Department joined the Communications and Marketing Department to offer activities
RUJDQLVHGVSHFL¿FDOO\IRU+0PHPEHUV7KHDFWLYLWLHVRIIHUHGWKLV\HDUZHUHDVIROORZV
-XO\$FWLYLW\ DW WKH 000  0HPEHUV SUHVHQW ZHUH ¿UVW JLYHQ D WRXU DQG WKHQ SDUWLFLSDWHG LQ D
QXPEHURIDFWLYLWLHVQDPHO\KRZWRVHQGDVLJQDOXVLQJÀDJVOX]]XPRGHOPDNLQJDQGDWUHDVXUH
KXQWFUHDWHGVSHFL¿FDOO\IRUWKHPXVHXP7KHHYHQWZDVDJUHDWVXFFHVV
1RYHPEHUµ$QLPDO)DPLOLHV¶DWWKH101+7KHDFWLYLW\ZDVDLPHGDWFKLOGUHQEHWZHHQDQG
years of age and consisted in a number of activities and a specially designed tour revolving round
Animal Families. The children were accompanied by their parents and guardians who participated
actively.
December: Activity at the Inquisitor’s Palace - HM members were invited to share in the traditions
UHODWHGWR&KULVWPDVIHVWLYLWLHV7KH¿UVWSDUWRIWKHDFWLYLW\VDZWKHSDUWLFLSDQWVEHLQJWUDQVIRUPHG
into little chefs and cooking a traditional Christmas culinary delight, while the second part saw them
making Christmas crafts. Members were also given a special tour of the crib collection. Drinks and
food prepared by the children themselves were served.

KREATTIV Programme
For the second year, HM participated together with other partners in this funding programme for
schools, intended to “bring together creative practitioners into schools to work with teachers and
VWXGHQWVWRLQVSLUHOHDUQDQGFUHDWHLQDFROODERUDWLYHDQGLQQRYDWLYHZD\´KWWSZZZPDOWDFXOWXUH
FRPFRQWHQWDVS["LG  +0 LV SDUWLFLSDWLQJ ZLWK 6W 0DUJDUHW¶V &ROOHJH &RVSLFXD 3ULPDU\
WKURXJKWKHSURMHFWµ:DUDO.DQWXQLHUD’.
Culture Card Activities
7KH&XOWXUH&DUGLVLQWHQGHGµWRHQFRXUDJH\RXQJSHRSOHIDOOLQORYHZLWKFXOWXUH¶$VIURPWKLV\HDU
the card was extended to Form 4 students of all secondary schools. HM provided a calendar of
activities in various museums appositely for these card users. The past activities can be considered
DVXFFHVVVWRU\HYHQWKRXJKVWXGHQWVGLGQRWMRLQIRUWKH¿UVWIHZDFWLYLWLHVLQERWK0DOWDDQG*R]R
This mishap could have been due to various administrative problems from the entities administering
the card and from the card users’ end who could not understand the purpose of such card straight
away. Eventually, upon requests by parents, such activities were also being adapted for a wider age
group irrespective of whether their children are card holders or not.
The table below shows the number of children attending these activities:
Activity

Culture Card users

Others

Total

Life in Prehistoric Times (NMA)
-DQXDU\

14

3

17

7KH+HDGOHVV2ZO 10)$ )HEUXDU\



Introduction to Nature Photography
(NMNH) 3 and 24 March

10








22




32

Activity

Culture Card users

Others

Total

,QWURGXFWLRQWR1DWXUH3KRWRJUDSK\ *R]R
Nature Museum) 19 March and 10 April















0RGHOPDNLQJRIDWUDGLWLRQDOERDW±
/X]]X 000 DQG$SULO

















&RPPXQLFDWLQJZLWKRUZLWKRXWZRUGV
10$ $SULO

















Communicating with or without words
(Gozo Museum of Archaeology) 14 April

10

7UDVK$UFKDHRORJ\ 10$ 1RYHPEHU 















$-RXUQH\WKURXJK3HDVDQW&RVWXPHV 
(Inquisitor’s Palace) 2 November















$+XPEOH%LUWK *R]R$UHD2I¿FH 
22 December















Christmas Activity (Inquisitor’s Palace)
27 December



8

1

13

11

21

Networking – Cultural Mentors Network Group
A group called Cultural Mentors Network Group was set up in March. The committee is chaired by
the Ministry of Finance (Creative Economy) and its members are HM, MCCA, Manoel Theatre, St
James Cavalier, Valletta 2018, and the Ministry of Education. The network addresses three particular
audiences: students, teachers and parents teachers associations. The aim is to share each other’s
resources and expertise in order to maximise the time available by schools to engage in cultural
DFWLYLWLHV$OOLQIRUPDWLRQWREHVHQWWRVFKRROVLVLQWHQGHGWREHVHQWWKURXJKRQHSRUWDOQHZVOHWWHU
etc. Networking sessions for all cultural mentors are organised every term. All cultural entities were
asked to present some offers, discounts etc. to give to cultural mentors. In HM opted to present a
free membership to all cultural mentors.
Children’s programme on television
7KHVHULHVµTalizmani¶VKRWRQFRPPLVVLRQLQYDULRXV+0PXVHXPVVLWHVLQ0DOWDDQG*R]RZDV
DLUHGE\3%6LQWKHWHOHYLVLRQSURJUDPPHµ,ĪĩRQD’. The shooting took place during the summer
months and was aired from mid-January. The content of this programme was incorporated within an
educational pack made up of a DVD featuring the series and a set of digitised worksheets, which
was commissioned by the Ministry of Education and Employment. It was distributed in Malta and
Gozo through the Cultural Mentors representing their respective school on 29 November. The set of
worksheets related to the content of the DVD can be accessed from HM’s website.
Courses
The Department collaborated with the Curriculum Section to develop and implement the in-service
FRXUVHIRUWHDFKHUVLQ-XO\DQG6HSWHPEHU7KHFRXUVHIRFXVHGRQWKHXVHRIPXVHXPVVLWHVDQG
artefacts as a learning set-up and teaching resources. The other course was focused on pedagogical
skills to address diverse publics. It was delivered to HM staff members who are usually involved in
the delivery of educational programmes in museums ranging from tours to activities. The course
was delivered in Malta and Gozo. Prof. Suzanne Gatt (Senior Lecturer of Science Education at

3ULPDU\/HYHO820 DQG0U7RQ\3DFH (GXFDWLRQ2I¿FHUIRU+LVWRU\ WRJHWKHUZLWK0U$ODQ)HQHFK
(Education Executive, HM) delivered the sessions.
Free admissions
7KHWRWDOQXPEHURIDFFRPSDQLHGVWXGHQWVZKRYLVLWHG+0¶VPXVHXPVVLWHVDVSDUWRIWKHLUFXUULFXODU
QHHGVRUIRUH[WUDFXUULFXODUDFWLYLWLHVDPRXQWHGWRVXEGLYLGHGDVSHUWDEOHEHORZ
Level of Education
Number of Students
3ULPDU\6WDWH





Primary - Church
4,188
3ULPDU\3ULYDWH 


 

3ULPDU\,QGHSHQGHQW


 

6HFRQGDU\±6WDWH 


 

6HFRQGDU\±&KXUFK


 

6HFRQGDU\±3ULYDWH


 

6HFRQGDU\±,QGHSHQGHQW

 

Post-Secondary – MCAST
273
3RVW6HFRQGDU\±-XQLRU&ROOHJH 
 

Post-Secondary – Private
49
7HUWLDU\±8R0



 

Tertiary - MCAST
129
7HUWLDU\±3ULYDWH 





3RVW6HFRQGDU\±,76 





Others
402
/LIH/RQJ/HDUQLQJ3URJUDPPHVIRU
persons with special needs)
68%727$/ 





GRAND TOTAL
39,360

Number of Teachers/Lecturers


437


















31



4



9






49








*Note: The amount listed does not cover the visits by students and lecturers who are provided with
free membership cards which are required as part of their training as tourist guides. The totals in
the above table were compared to those of 2011: there was a decrease in the number of visits by
schools at primary level while an increase was registered in all other levels. However, there was an
RYHUDOOLQFUHDVHRIYLVLWVRYHUODVW\HDU
Involvement of Education Programmes Department in Activities
Date

Educational Activity

Information

JANUARY
4

Thematic event related
to nativity festivities
organised for Naxxar
Scouts

19 – 27

Kreattiv project: WASP Students from St Nicholas College were
Works of Arts in School guided through the NMFA and took part
Projects
in the museum treasure hunt. Towards
the end of their visit, students were asked
to vote for their favourite painting from a
SUHVHOHFWHG JURXS RI  SDLQWLQJV  LQ

No. of
Participants

A tour of the Christmas display, a cookery VFRXWVDQG
session (LPTDUHW), and a craft session VFRXWOHDGHUV
(the Three Kings Caskets). After the
craft session was over, the children had
the opportunity to taste the freshly made
LPTDUHW
130 students
ZLWK
teachers

Date

Educational Activity

Information

No. of
Participants

3 categories) namely: Portraits, Stories
and Landscapes. The painting within the
set which got the most number of votes
will be sent to the said schools. The most
popular paintings were Landscapes.
17 and 24

Career visit to Bighi

Students from St Clare’s College Boys VWXGHQWV
teachers
Secondary School and from St Ignatius
College Girls Secondary Hamrun
respectively visited the MCAST lab for a
hands-on session related to the Masonry
Heritage Skills Course and the Wood
Restoration Course by MCAST.



µ/LIH LQ 3UHKLVWRULF <RXQJVWHUVZKRGRQRWQHFHVVDULO\KROG
Culture Card attended for a 3-day activity.
Times’ at the NMA
The event was split into three sessions
and a hands-on activity took place during
each session. Participants were made
aware that past people had the same
needs as we do. Such people survived
through the use of tools, materials which
were readily available such as clay and
the animals which they hunted to provide
them with food. The hands on sessions
included the making of tools from
stones and bones, pottery making, and
decorated stone slabs using the bone
WRROVSURGXFHGLQWKH¿UVWVHVVLRQ



23

µ$UW
(QFRXQWHUV¶ Cospicua Primary Students had a guided
Kreattiv project
tour accompanied by Mr Dione Borg
(Artist) at the MMM.

30 + 3

FEBRUARY
12

Life at Sea – MMM

Those who attended participated in the
following: Science experiments related to
buoyancy; a dramatized representation
of two legends related to the sea; a talk
by Tony Cassar Darien about the sea in
opera and the arts; seascape painting by
artist Paul Caruana; a talk about Maltese
idioms related to the sea by Martin
Morana; a short talk about a Boat Model
Making course by Joe Abela.

718

20 - 21

Carnival
The The participants in question were guided
Headless Owl: NMFA by an artist and had the opportunity
to create a new head for the owl using

32

Date

Educational Activity

Information

No. of
Participants

YDULRXVPHGLDSURYLGHGDVZHOODVDÀRDW
of an owl. Participants were encouraged
to wear their carnival costumes. The
activity was a huge success and the
children used their creativity to the utmost
coming up with very interesting creations.
MARCH


Easter Thematic Event Children had a demonstration of how to
at
the
Inquisitor’s cook the traditional 4DJƫTD WDO$SSRVWOL
Palace
ƫHOZD and painted the Easter Lamb
made from plaster of Paris mounted on a
wooden platform.

391

19

2SHQ 'D\ DW *ƫDU The open day was characterised by a
Dalam
tour led by Giuseppe Despott (played
by actor Charles Grech). This was very
well received by those who attended
who showed interest in the information
given by Despott and the rather particular
EHKDYLRXU W\SLFDO RI *ƫDU 'DODP¶V ¿UVW
curator.

DQG

Last Supper at the A dramatised experience of the events
that took place on the eve of the passion
Inquisitor’s Palace
of Jesus in a unique location. Those who
attended had the possibility of visiting
the Palace itself particularly the rooms
dedicated to Maltese Easter traditions.
Great attention was paid to detail with
regards to the way in which such suppers
were held in the time of Jesus Christ.



Pilot project of the Children from Fgura Primary school 21 students
Domus
Romana visited the Domus and were engaged in and 2 teachers
Worksheets
activities including the new worksheets.
Theywere also given a toga each to wear
during their visit.

31

,O3DVVMRQLI¶ƪDƥDU4LP 7KHODQGVFDSHEHWZHHQƪDƥDU4LPDQG
Mnajdra replaced the streets of Jerusalem
on that historical night and the audience
became part of the drama. Starting from
ƪDƥDU 4LP 7HPSOHV WKH DXGLHQFH ZDV
guided through the main stages of the
SDVVLRQ OHDGLQJ WR WKH FUXFL¿[LRQ $
number of historical and natural spots
served as backdrops for monologues
which projected the events in a realistic

Date

Educational Activity

Information

No. of
Participants

YDULRXVPHGLDSURYLGHGDVZHOODVDÀRDW
of an owl. Participants were encouraged
to wear their carnival costumes. The
activity was a huge success and the
children used their creativity to the utmost
coming up with very interesting creations.
MARCH


Easter Thematic Event Children had a demonstration of how to
at
the
Inquisitor’s cook the traditional 4DJƫTD WDO$SSRVWOL
Palace
ƫHOZD and painted the Easter Lamb
made from plaster of Paris mounted on a
wooden platform.

391

19

2SHQ 'D\ DW *ƫDU The open day was characterised by a
Dalam
tour led by Giuseppe Despott (played
by actor Charles Grech). This was very
well received by those who attended
who showed interest in the information
given by Despott and the rather particular
EHKDYLRXU W\SLFDO RI *ƫDU 'DODP¶V ¿UVW
curator.

DQG

Last Supper at the A dramatised experience of the events
that took place on the eve of the passion
Inquisitor’s Palace
of Jesus in a unique location. Those who
attended had the possibility of visiting
the Palace itself particularly the rooms
dedicated to Maltese Easter traditions.
Great attention was paid to detail with
regards to the way in which such suppers
were held in the time of Jesus Christ.



Pilot project of the Children from Fgura Primary school 21 students
Domus
Romana visited the Domus and were engaged in and 2 teachers
Worksheets
activities including the new worksheets.
Theywere also given a toga each to wear
during their visit.

31

,O3DVVMRQLI¶ƪDƥDU4LP 7KHODQGVFDSHEHWZHHQƪDƥDU4LPDQG
Mnajdra replaced the streets of Jerusalem
on that historical night and the audience
became part of the drama. Starting from
ƪDƥDU 4LP 7HPSOHV WKH DXGLHQFH ZDV
guided through the main stages of the
SDVVLRQ OHDGLQJ WR WKH FUXFL¿[LRQ $
number of historical and natural spots
served as backdrops for monologues
which projected the events in a realistic

Date

Educational Activity

Information

No. of
Participants

and personal manner. The cast included
a number of established actors.
   DQG Career
Orientated St Theresa College Mriehel Girls 120 students
27
visits to MCAST Stone Secondary, St Theresa College B’Kara
lab at Bighi
Boys Secondary, St Margaret College
ĩHMWXQ*LUOV6HFRQGDU\DQG6W1LFKRODV
Rabat Girls Secondary visited the Stone
Lab at Bighi for an informative and
hands on session regarding the Masonry
Heritage Skills and wood preservation
courses by MCAST.
APRIL
1 April

,O3DVVMRQLI¶ƪDƥDU4LP As 31 March above

DQG

µ&RPPXQLFDWLQJ ZLWK The event was split up in two sessions
or without words’ at the and hands-on activities took place
NMA
during each session. Participants were
taken through the use of symbolic art,
pictograms and the invention of writing.
They had the opportunity to create their
own work of art using shells and bones
on clay, to write a message using only
pictograms, and decipher a message
written in Phoenician alphabet.

2

<RXQJ
.QLJKWV <RXQJ .QLJKWV SURJUDPPH ZDV VWXGHQWV
E d u c a t i o n a l implemented at the Palace Armoury and
2 teachers
Programme at the the State Rooms for Siggiewi Primary.
Palace Armoury and
State Rooms



Special workshop at 6WXGHQWV IURP µ<RXWK,QF¶ WRRN SDUW LQ 20 students +
the Khalili exhibition
these two workshops.
3 teachers

DQG

Model Making of a The Luzzu is one of the Maltese traditional
Traditional
Maltese ERDWV ZKLFK FKDUDFWHULVH RXU ¿VKLQJ
Boat - Luzzu at MMM YLOODJHV7KHSXUSRVHDQGVLJQL¿FDQFHRI
its shape and the characteristic colours
which are used to blend it with the rest
of the marine environment was explained
through a hands-on activity which
included the making of a cardboard
Luzzu scale model.

&LUFD
people
10

14

Date

Educational Activity

14

µ&RPPXQLFDWLQJ ZLWK The event was a hands-on activity.
or without words’ at During such sessions the participants
Gozo
Museum
of were taken through the use of symbolic
Archaeology
art, pictograms and the invention of
writing through prehistoric times. The
participants had the opportunity to create
their own work of art using shells and
bones on clay, to write a message using
only pictograms, and decipher a message
written in Phoenician alphabet.

±

EMBED Project

23 - 10 May

E f f e c t i v e This course was designed
Communication
and implemented by the Department.
Pedagogical Skills for
a Diverse Spectrum of
Clients

MAY

Information

No. of
Participants

EMBED which is a project that encourages
e-Skills, focused on Maltese History and
HM took part by lending some replica of
artefacts.
and

8

Children
attended
various
workshops at
MCC.

3, 4, 8 and 10

Final Session of the 7KH LQKRXVH FRXUVH HQWLWOHG µ(IIHFWLYH 18 participants
course on pedagogical Communication and Pedagogical Skills
skills
for a Diverse Spectrum of Clients’ came
WR DQ HQG ZLWK )LHOGZRUN DW ƪDƥDU 4LP
DQG*ƫDU'DODPDVZHOODVDQHYDOXDWLRQ
VHVVLRQ$ FHUWL¿FDWH RI DWWHQGDQFH ZDV
distributed to the 18 participants who
attended regularly and completed the
course.

DQG

Special School Visits These special tours are being organised
organised by MEUSAC in collaboration with MEUSAC where
- /(ZURSDIXTLU5RWL students are visiting projects which are
co-funded by the EU. The project of the
WHPSRUDU\ VKHOWHUV FRYHULQJ ƪDƥDU 4LP
and Mnajdra Temples were chosen in
WKHFDVHRI+07KH4UHQGL3ULPDU\DQG
UOM tertiary education students visited
the sites.

14

Launch
of
the 2I¿FLDO ODXQFK RI WKH H[KLELWLRQ µ$UW
Exhibition of Kreattiv Encounters’ at the MMM. The exhibition
3URMHFWµ$UW(QFRXQWHUV¶ portrays the work of Cospicua Primary
by Cospicua Primary in VFKRRO FKLOGUHQ <U   <U   $OO WKH
collaboration with HM narrative, music and drawings were
inspired by the environment within the
MMM.



Date

Educational Activity

    /HƥƥHQGL 0DOWLQ - an
educational thematic
31
event at the Inquisitor’s
Palace

JUNE
18

JULY

Information

No. of
Participants

A thematic event on Maltese legends was 127 students
and 14
implemented for seven days for school
teachers
children. The programme consisted of
a brief explanation on the difference
between a legend and a tale; short tour
of the museum; cooking demonstration
of the traditional ELVNXWWLQL WDUUDƫDO
performance of two Maltese legends
namely ,O/HƥƥHQGD WD¶ 6DQ 'LPLWUL DQG
/*ƫDUXVD WDO0RVWD $ JURXS RI 
children who were present for the event
enacted a 19th century Maltese wedding
procession using the available costumes
and props. During this enactment the
children ate the biscuits prepared earlier.

Launch of Cultural The
Educational
Programmes
Mentors Network
Department attended and participated
actively in the launch of the Cultural
Mentors Network held at Sala Isouard
at Teatru Manoel. Manager, Ninette
Sammut prepared a presentation and
moderated one of the three workshop
groups. The participants were also given
a pack including educational material
and worksheets issued by HM.

3

Activity
for
HM 7KHPHPEHUVSUHVHQWZHUH¿UVWJLYHQD DGXOWVDQG
members at the MMM tour and then participated in a number of
children
activities, namely how to send a signal
XVLQJ ÀDJV OX]]X PRGHO PDNLQJ DQG D
WUHDVXUHKXQWFUHDWHGVSHFL¿FDOO\IRUWKH
museum by the Department.

18 and 20

Activities for Inspire Children from Inspire Foundation
Group
at
Domus accompanied by their carers visited the
Romana
Domus Romana where they participated
in a special programme of activities
highlighting domestic life in Roman times.
The activity also included the making
of a pendant featuring the initials of the
particular child using the Latin alphabet.



Skolasajf activity at the The children attending learnt how to FKLOGUHQ
Inquisitor’s Palace
adults
make the traditional almond drink UXƥƥDWD
which was then left to cool. Children then
participated in a crafts session during
which they made their own kite – once a

FKLOGUHQ
20 carers

Date

Educational Activity

Information

No. of
Participants

popular past-time. With the kites
completed, the session came to an end
with a cool and refreshing drink of the
UXƥƥDWD that was made earlier.


Skolasajf activity
ƪDƥDU4LP



Skolasajf activity at the A short tour linked to animals, playing a 91 children +
NMNH
11 adults
JDPH µ$QLPDO )DPLOLHV¶ DQG WKH PDNLQJ
of plasticine animals.

30-31

Skolasajf activity at the A short tour and a treasure hunt where FKLOGUHQ
MMM
the winners won a free admission ticket
adults
for an adult and a child.

AUGUST
1

at A short guided tour, the making of a comic 81 children + 9
adults
VWULSDQGWKH¿OOLQJRXWRIDFWLYLW\VKHHWV

Treasure Hunt - MMM Children from the Guardian Angel 10 children + 8
adults
Resource Centre participated in a special
adaptation of the treasure hunt activity
being held at the MMM. The participants
showed great enthusiasm throughout the
visit and the activity was well-received
both by the children and their carers.

   Skolasajf activity at the After a short tour of the museum, the FKLOGUHQ
28-31
NMNH
children participating were engaged
DGXOWV
in a number of games and activities
including a card game on animal families,
a modelling clay activity on animals
and a crafts activity during which they
created bookmarks featuring a number
of animals.
   Skolasajf activity at the The children attending learnt how 212 children +
20, 28-31
Inquisitor’s Palace
22 adults
to make the traditional almond drink
UXƥƥDWD &KLOGUHQ WKHQ SDUWLFLSDWHG LQ D
crafts session during which they made
their own kite. The session came to an
end with a cool and refreshing drink of
WKHUXƥƥDWDWKDWZDVPDGHHDUOLHU
   Skolasajf activity
23, 29-31
ƪDƥDU4LP

DQG

at After a brief tour of the site, the children 219 children +
22 adults
participating created their own comic strip
based on life in prehistoric times and took
part in a quest game around the temples.

,QVSLUH*URXSDWƪDƥDU After a brief tour of the site, the children
4LP
participating created their own comic strip
based on life in prehistoric times and took

FKLOGUHQ
22 adults

Date

Educational Activity

Information

No. of
Participants

part in a quest game around the temples.
8

Hospice Movement at Children from the Hospice Movement 7 children + 4
the MMM
participated in the treasure hunt activity
adults
held at the MMM.

9

Animal Awareness Day The programme included a play entitled 90 students +
at the NMNH
µ/XUDJƫDOO$UND¶dealing with endangered 10 teachers
Maltese species, various crafts related to
animals and a card game about animal
families.

10

Eden Leisure Summer Children from the Eden Leisure Summer 31 Students +
Club at the NMA
Club participated in a special adaptation
4 teachers
RI WKH µ&RPPXQLFDWLQJ :LWK RU :LWKRXW
Words’ activity. After a focused tour, the
children were divided into two groups
according to their ages. The younger
children participated in an activity
which saw them learning how to use
shells to make different designs on play
dough and clay to simulate designs on
archaeological artefacts and make their
own clay pendant which they eventually
took with them. The group of older children
¿UVWDWWHPSWHGWRPDNHWRROVIURPERQHV
and then used these tools to make their
own clay ornaments and pendants which
they eventually took home with them.

17

Inspire
Group
Inquisitor’s Palace

at A group of children aged between 3 40 children +
10 adults
DQG  \HDUV RI DJH IURP ,QVSLUH *URXS
were treated to a programme of special
DFWLYLWLHV 7KH SDUWLFLSDQWV ZHUH ¿UVW
shown how to make the traditional V¿QHƥ
ƫHOZLQ and afterwards watched and
participated in an interactive dramatized
version of the traditional Maltese folk
tale ƤDƫDQXO,VWDWZD. After the play, the
children ate the V¿QHƥ they had made
earlier during their visit.

20 and 24

Inspire
Group
Domus Romana

at Children aged between 7 and 10 from 118 children +
Inspire Group participated in a special 20 teachers
SURJUDPPH 7KH FKLOGUHQ ZHUH ¿UVW OHG
to explore the different aspects of the
Domus by means of a number of exciting
tasks through worksheets. They were
then led through a crafts session during
which they made their own clay pendants

Date

Educational Activity

Information

No. of
Participants

on which they inscribed their names of
initials using the Roman alphabet.
21 and 30

SEPTEMBER

SkolaSajf at the MMM Children were greeted by a friendly VWXGHQWV
pirate who explained that they will be
teachers
taking part in a treasure hunt around the
museum. They were then taken on a tour
of the museum focusing on the exhibits
LQFOXGHG LQ WKH WUHDVXUH KXQW DQG ¿QDOO\
divided into teams and sent on their
quest.



Inspire Group

A group of children aged between 3 FKLOGUHQ
DQG  \HDUV RI DJH IURP ,QVSLUH *URXS
carers
were treated to a programme of special
activities held at the Inquisitor’s Palace.
7KHSDUWLFLSDQWVZHUH¿UVWVKRZQKRZWR
make the traditional Maltese V¿QHƥƫHOZLQ
and afterwards watched and participated
in an interactive dramatized version of
the traditional Maltese folk tale ƤDƫDQX
l-Istatwa. After the play, the children ate
the V¿QHƥ they had made earlier during
their visit.



St Edward’s College $ JURXS RI FKLOGUHQ DJHG EHWZHHQ  22 children + 3
Summer School
and 9 years of age from St Edward’s
adults
College Summer School were treated to
a programme of special activities held at
the Inquisitor’s Palace. Participants were
¿UVW VKRZQ KRZ WR PDNH WKH WUDGLWLRQDO
Maltese V¿QHƥ ƫHOZLQ and afterwards
watched and participated in an interactive
dramatized version of the traditional
Maltese folk tale ƤDƫDQXO,VWDWZD. After
the play, the children ate the V¿QHƥ they
had made earlier during their visit.

7

Eden Summer Club

A group of children aged between 3 FKLOGUHQ
adults
and 14 years from Eden Summer Club
were treated to a special programme
RI DFWLYLWLHV KHOG DW *ƫDU 'DODP 7KH
SDUWLFLSDQWVZHUHWDNHQ¿UVWRQDVSHFLDO
tour led by Giuseppe Despott, which
was very well received. Afterwards the
children participated in some crafts.
Firstly they made a pipe cleaner snake
and then prepared a Fedora hat with a
template prepared by the Department.

Information

Date

Educational Activity



E f f e c t i v e This course was designed and
Communication
and implemented by the Department for HM
Pedagogical Skills for staff in Gozo. All staff attended.
a Diverse Spectrum of
Clients

No. of
Participants

OCTOBER
 DQG  A Journey through
Peasant Costumes –

an educational activity
at
the
Inquisitor’s
Palace.

The aim of the activity was learning more 80 students +
about our ancestors through the clothes 10 teachers
they wore and the process involved
in making them. The participants
experienced the weaving process by
means of paper weaving.

19

BirguFest

Children visited the MMM and the
Inquisitor’s Palace, where they were
greeted by Don Fabio Chigi.

MMM: 237
Inquisitor’s
3DODFH

28

Bighi Open day

The Department set up two rooms with
activities such as jig-saw puzzles, word
search, drawing sheets which were
intended for all the family. These stand
alone activities were further enhanced
by three facilitated activities held during
VSHFL¿F WLPHV RI WKH GD\ LQFOXGLQJ
paper weaving, pottery making and the
preparation of the traditional Maltese
JƫDGDPWDOPHMWLQ.



29

Cultural
Mentors The second seminar for school mentors
Network meeting at the was held, this time organised by HM
MMM
at the MMM. As part of the pack given
to attendees during the seminar, HM
distributed a copy of the DVD Talizmani
which was produced in collaboration
between HM and PBS.

WHDFKHUV

Trash Archaeology at After a special tour of the museum,
the NMA
children received a brief explanation on
the work of archaeologists and how trash
can help one understand a particular
group of people. They were then divided
into three groups and given a bag of
trash each. The young participants listed
all the items in the bags and then were
DVNHGWRIRUPDSUR¿OHRIWKHSHUVRQVWR
whom the trash belonged. Finally they
had to discard all degradable contents

10 Students

NOVEMBER
1

Date

Educational Activity

Information

No. of
Participants

and see what they were left with. They
were then made to realise that it is with
these non-degradable remains that the
archaeologist is forced to form his or her
theories.
2

A journey through The aim of the activity was learning more 13 participants
peasant costumes at about our ancestors through the clothes
the Inquisitor’s Palace they wore and the process involved
in making them. The participants
experienced the weaving process by
means of paper weaving.

2

Animal Families at the The activity was aimed at children aged
NMNH
3-8 years and consisted in a number
of activities and a special tour focusing
on Animal Families. The children were
accompanied by their parents and
guardians who participated actively.

12, 19 and 23

Outdoor Learning at <HDUVWXGHQWVIURP6W%HQLOG¶V6FKRRO 6WXGHQWV
the NMNH
visited the museum for a day of activities
9 Teachers
RQ µ$QLPDO +RPHV¶ 7KH VWXGHQWV ZHUH
¿UVWJLYHQDVSHFL¿FWRXURIWKHPXVHXP
after which they were split into three
groups and participated in the different
activities.

13

Outdoor Learning at <HDU  VWXGHQWV IURP 6W )UDQFLV 6FKRRO VWXGHQWV
the MMM
(Msida) experienced a different way of
teachers
having their lessons. In fact, the Maths,
Art and Religion lessons were held in
different parts of the museum by six
educators. The experience proved to be
a very successful one.



Agius de Soldanis As part of the event organized at the
event at the Palace
Palace, the Department engaged six
actors to re-enact the dialogues written
by de Soldanis.

NA

17

World Children’s Day A number of scouts guided other children
DW ƪDƥDU 4LP DQG and adults around the temples in a special
Mnajdra Temples
day during which the site was presented
to children by children.

NA

20

ĩLJXĪDMJ Festival at the After last year’s resounding success with VWXGHQWV
Palace Armoury
µ3DLQWLQJV&RPHWR/LIH¶DWWKH10)$DV WHDFKHUV
part of this year’s ĩLJXĩDMJ Children’s
Festival, HM participated with four short

FKLOGUHQ

Date

Educational Activity

Information

No. of
Participants

plays in four museums in Valletta. The
WKHPHFKRVHQIRUWKLV\HDUZDVµ+HURHV
vs Villains’. The plays featured debates
around this theme by a cast of popular
actors. They were held at the NMFA
(Judith vs Holofernes), the Palace
Armoury (Knight vs Turk), the NMA
(archaeologist vs looter) and Tal-Pilar
Church (conservator vs developer).
20

DECEMBER

A journey through The aim of the activity was learning more VWXGHQWV
peasant costumes at about our ancestors through the clothes
teachers
the Inquisitor’s Palace they wore and the process involved
in making them. The participants from
MCAST Pathway experienced the
weaving process by means of paper
weaving.

3-12

Christmas
Thematic
Event – A Humble
Birth at the Inquisitor’s
Palace

21

Christmas
Bighi

22

Christmas
Thematic The event focused on the tradition of cribEvent – A Humble Birth making through a hands-on activity using
DWWKH*R]R$UHD2I¿FH recycled material to create the manger
for Baby Jesus.

8

27

Christmas
Thematic
Event - A Humble
Birth at the Inquisitor’s
Palace

21

Panto

Following the success of similar events in
the past years, children were once again
invited to share in the traditions related
to the Christmas festivities. Children
cooked a traditional Christmas culinary
delight and also produced their own set
of clay pasturi for the traditional Maltese
crib.

141

- )RUWKH¿UVWWLPH+0WKURXJKLWV6SRUWV
and Social Club launched the Christmas
3DQWR µGladius Incapacis’ written and
directed by Alan Fenech and with the
participation of various employees from
different HM departments.

Following the success of past years,
children were once again invited to share
in the traditions related to the Christmas
IHVWLYLWLHV)RUWKH¿UVWSDUWRIWKHDFWLYLW\
participants cooked the traditional
Christmas culinary delight made from
Maltese bread, pudina. The second part
LQYROYHG WKH PDNLQJ RI FOD\ ¿JXULQHV
known as pasturi for the traditional
Maltese crib.

Date

Educational Activity

Information

28

Christmas
Thematic
Event - A Humble
Birth at the Inquisitor’s
Palace

HM members were invited to share in
the traditions related to the Christmas
festivities.
Participants
cooked
a
traditional Christmas culinary delight and
PDGHFOD\¿JXULQHV0HPEHUVZHUHDOVR
given a special tour of this museum’s crib
collection by Mr Austin Galea known for
crib making.

No. of
Participants
33

Appendix II
HM Calendar of Events: 1 January – 31 December
EXHIBITIONS HOSTED BY HM
18 November 2011 – 14 January
Modern Artistic Sensibilities in Maltese Art – An exhibition of modern art works from the National
Collection at the HM Gozo Area Exhibition Hall.
26 November 2011 – 8 January
Short Stories – An exhibition by Paul Caruana at the Loggia, NMFA.
3 December 2011 – 14 January
Little White Lies – An exhibition by Therese Sciberras at the Contemporary Hall, NMFA.
14 January – 28 March
FREIZED continued – An exhibition by Unni Askeland at the Loggia, NMFA.
17 February – 20 March
A Different Perspective – An exhibition by John Martin Borg at the Contemporary Hall, NMFA.
9 – 11 March
IPMS Malta – SSM 31st Annual Scale Model Exhibition – An exhibition of detailed scale models of
DLUFUDIWVPDULQHYHVVHOVDUPRXUHGYHKLFOHVGLRUDPDVDQG¿JXULQHVDWWKH000
23 March – 31 May
$OLJL 6DVVX   0HPRULHV RQ 3DSHU ±$Q H[KLELWLRQ RI SDLQWLQJV E\$OLJL 6DVVX DW WKH
NMFA.
29 March – 30 April
Journeys of Discovery (2nd edition) – A selection of artworks in various media by Gozo College
Primary Students inspired by the Folklore Museum collection held at the HM Gozo Area Exhibition
Hall.
10 May – 10 June
Più Forte del Tempo – An exhibition of mixed media pictorial works and aluminium steles by renowned
Italian artist Giorgio Celiberti at HM’s Gozo Area Exhibition Hall.
10 May – 17 June
Floating Bronze – An exhibition of seventeen unique bronze sculptures by renowned Austrian artist
and sculptor Huber J. Flörl organised by Fenech Farrugia Fiott Legal in collaboration with Alliance
Trust and the Capstone Group at the NMFA.
18 – 20 May
Select specimens from the personal collection of Can. G.P. Agius de Soldanis, a pioneer in Maltese
linguistics and a renowned historian, as part of the Notte Gozitana event at the Gozo Area Exhibition
Hall.
22 June – 19 August
,QWKH:DNHRI&DUDYDJJLR±$QH[KLELWLRQRISDLQWLQJVE\+XQJDULDQDUWLVW7DPiV&VHUQDDWWKH
Inquisitor’s Palace.

23 June – 15 July
Tarohei Nakagawa – An exhibition of black and white portraits shot by Japanese photographer
Tarohei Nakagawa at the NMFA.
29 June – 29 July
Through my Lens – A photographic exhibition by Brian J. Abela at the NMNH.
28 July – 7 September
7KH$UWDQG/LIHRI*HRUJH)HQHFK  ±$QH[KLELWLRQRIZRUNVE\*HRUJH)HQHFKDWWKH
NMFA.
14 August – 21 October
Then, Now and In Between – An exhibition of a collection of abstract works by Anna Miggiani held
at the Loggia, NMFA.
26 October – 30 November
Headworks – An exhibition of images of heads in mixed-media by Carl-Peter Buschkühle at the
Loggia, NMFA.
19 October – 21 October
Traditional Maltese Musical Instruments – An exhibition on folk music illustrating the production and
UHOHYDQFHRIWUDGLWLRQDOLQVWUXPHQWVDQG¿UVWUHFRUGLQJVRIHDUO\WZHQWLHWKFHQWXU\PXVLFDOKHULWDJH
at the MMM.

14 October – 20 October
An exhibition of works by local contemporary artists set up in collaboration with the Valletta 2018
Foundation on the occasion of the visit by the Selection Committee of the European Capital of
Culture 2018 to Malta held at the MMM.
14 December – 20 January 2013
Fusion – An exhibition of ceramic works by Paul Haber held at the Loggia, NMFA.

EXHIBITIONS ORGANISED BY HM
8 November 2011 – 29 July
Metal Magic: Spanish Treasures from the Khalili Collections – An exhibition of precious Spanish
damascene artworks in collaboration with the Khalili Family Trust at the Salon, NMA.

14 February
<HDUVRI5RPDQFH±$XQLTXHDUWHIDFWIURPWKH0DOWHVH1HROLWKLF3HULRGZKLFKVKRZVKXPDQ
emotions immortalised though artistic expression at the NMA.
28 February – 28 December
Charles Dickens and the Maltese Seamen – An exhibition including a small display of salvaged
material from the wreck, original photos and a copy of the painting The Volunteer at the MMM.

17 June – 3 December
Fort St Angelo Heritage Experience –
An exhibition including graphical imagery and audiovisual
footage of the Fort’s history held at the MMM.

19 June – 15 July
The Victor Pasmore Donation: Caring for the Nation’s Gift –
An exhibition of work by Victor Pasmore following a
donation by the Victor Pasmore family at the NMFA.

15 September – 15 October
Back to Life: Latest Conservation Projects by HM – An exhibition of paintings, ceramics, glass,
books, textiles and other objects restored by HM’s Conservation Division held at the new exhibition
hall, NMNH.
28 – 29 September
Maltese traditional musical instruments – An exhibition of Maltese traditional musical instruments
and related material at the Cafè Veneziano (Auberge d’Italie) as part of the Notte Bianca activities.
28 September – 31 January 2013
H.M. Bateman: The Man who…Loved Gozo – An exhibition of paintings and other works by British
cartoonist and artist H.M. Bateman (1887-1970) at the Salon, NMA.

29 September – 12 October
A Story with Art – Storja bl-Arti – An exhibition of recent art acquisitions held as part of the Notte
Bianca events at the NMFA and the Auberge d’Italie.
1 October – 27 January 2013
Peasant Costumes: Insights into Rural Life and Society – An exhibition of popular attire and its
pictorial representations in late 18th, 19th and early 20th century held at the Inquisitor’s Palace.

1 November – 27 January 2013
Folk Music Exhibition – An exhibition highlighting traditional popular music as an integral part of
Maltese identity held at the Inquisitor’s Palace.

7 December – 6 January 2013
Back from the Ashes: The Great Auk – An exhibition commemorating this extinct bird at the NMNH.
17 December – 7 January 2013
Comparative international cribs exhibition at the Cafè Veneziano (Auberge d’Italie).
EXHIBITIONS IN COLLABORATION WITH OTHERS
2 March – 8 April
Adoration of Mary – A photographic exhibition by Zsusanna Ardo organised by )RQGD]]MRQLƚHQWUX
*ƫDOO.UHDWWLYLWj in collaboration with HM at St James Cavalier.
13 – 14 April
70th Anniversary of the George Cross – A temporary exhibition organised in collaboration with the
OPM at the Auberge de Castile.
14 May - 31 May
Art encounters – An exhibition that brings together art, music and literature by the pupils of St
Margaret College, Cospicua Primary in collaboration with HM as part of the Kreattiv programme held
at the MMM.
18 May – 29 July
Peasant Costumes: Insights into Rural Life and Society – An exhibition of popular attire and its
pictorial representations in the late 18th, 19th and early 20th century organised in collaboration with
the MGOZ at the MGOZ.
24 July – 15 August
Ovid’s Metamorphosis – An exhibition of thirty six giclée prints illustrating Ovid’s Metamorphosis by
German artist Monika Besiner organised by the Malta Classics Association in collaboration with HM
at the NMA.
27 – 30 September
Il-Bandiera Maltija±$QH[KLELWLRQRQVWDWHÀDJVDWWKH230
27 September – 6 October
,O9LOOD 5XPDQD WDĪĩHMWXQ ± An exhibition organised by :LUW LĪĩHMWXQ DW ƚHQWUX$UWL X$UWLƥMDQDW
ĩHMWXQ
30 November – 6 January 2013
The Brocktorff Mapmakers – An exhibition of rare
broadsheets, books and various reports which were
illustrated with maps drawn and lithographed by the
Brochtorff family in the 19th century organised by the
Malta Map Society in collaboration with HM at the
Contemporary Hall, NMFA.

EXHIBITIONS IN WHICH HM PARTICIPATED
5 February – 15 April
$QH[KLELWLRQRQWKHDUFKDHRORJLFDODQGFXOWXUDOVLJQL¿FDQFHRIWKHSUHKLVWRULFWHPSOHVLWHVRI7D¶
ƪDƥUDWDQG6NRUEDDQGRWKHUVLWHVODXQFKHGLQFRQMXQFWLRQZLWKƤLHKO,PƥDUUDWWKH0ƥDUU/RFDO
Council.

1 – 28 March
This is Malta – An exhibition of artefacts, digital screens, and Maltese photography organised by the
Malta High Commission in the UK, together with the MTA, Malta Enterprise, Finance Malta and HM
at Harrods, London.
28 March – 9 April
,O3DVVMRQL VNRQG LO0XĪHZ 1D]]MRQDOL WDO$UWL – An exhibition including works from the NMFA
collection at San Anton Palace.
20 – 24 June
,O.XOWWDO%DWWLVWD0DWXOLĪĩPLQLMLHW– An exhibition of religious artefacts in connection with St John the
Baptist organised by the 6RƛMHWj)LODUPRQLND3UHNXUVXUat the 6HGH6RƛMHWj)LODUPRQLND3UHNXUVXU
Xewkija, Gozo.
6 July – 9 September
Nine Centuries of Serving Faith and Charity – An exhibition of important artefacts and regalia
pertaining to the Order of St John from various museums around Europe organised by the Kremlin
Museums and Sovereign Military Order of Malta at the Moscow Kremlin Museums.
19 – 26 August
Arti Sagra±$QH[KLELWLRQRISDLQWLQJVRUJDQLVHGE\WKH6W-RVHSK%DQG&OXE*ƫDMQVLHOHPDWWKH6W
-RVHSK%DQG&OXE*ƫDMQVLHOHP
31 August – 1 September
$QH[KLELWLRQRIWKHUHSOLFDRIWKH*HRUJH&URVVGXULQJWKHDQQXDO:LQH)HVWLYDOLQ4RUPLRUJDQLVHG
by the .XPLWDW)HVWL(VWHUQL6DQƤRUƥ0DUWUL4RUPL
1 – 2 September
George Cross Commemorative Exhibition – An exhibition commemorating the 70th anniversary
from the award of the George Cross organised by the MGOZ at the Banca Giuratale, Victoria, Gozo.

7 – 23 September
*LRYDQQL 3LHWUR )UDQFHVFR$JLXV 'H 6ROGDQLV ± *ƫDZG[L (NNOHĪMDVWLNX X$NNDGHPLNX WDV6HNOX
Tmintax – An exhibition of works by this 18th century Gozitan scholar including his pioneering work
on the Maltese language, history, and archaeology organised in collaboration with the MGOZ, the
NLM and the UOM at the MGOZ.

13 – 16 September
The Baroque Era and Francesco Zahra – An exhibition of paintings organised by the Senglea Local
&RXQFLODVSDUWRIWKHµ0DULWLPH6HQJOHD$QQXDO)HVWLYDO$GLYHUVLW\RIFXOWXUDOH[SUHVVLRQV¶KHOGDW
the Oratory of St Philip’s Church, Senglea.
14 – 29 September
$OGR0LFDOOHI*ULPDXG±$QH[KLELWLRQIHDWXULQJZRUNVE\WKHODWHDUWLVWRUJDQLVHGE\WKH2I¿FHRIWKH
President of the Republic at San Anton Palace, Attard.
5 October – 11 November
*LRYDQQL 3LHWUR )UDQFHVFR$JLXV 'H 6ROGDQLV ± *ƫDZG[L (NNOHĪMDVWLNX X$NNDGHPLNX WDV6HNOX
Tmintax – An exhibition of works of this 18th century Gozitan scholar including his pioneering work
on the Maltese language, history, and archaeology organised in collaboration with the MGOZ, the
NLM and the UOM at the NLM.
19 October – 13 January 2013
Around the Maltese Cross – An exhibition organised by the Historical Museum of Warsaw, highlighting
important works of art and regalia of the Order of St John and its links with Polish history at the Royal
Castle of Warsaw.
LECTURES ORGANISED / HOSTED / FACILITATED BY HM
9 & 16 January
Use of Fossils for Studying Climate Change – Two lectures delivered by the senior curator NMNH
to MCAST students at MCAST.
18 January
8SGDWH RQ WKH ƪDO 6DÀLHQL +\SRJHXP FRQVHUYDWLRQ UHVHDUFK LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV DQG PDQDJHPHQW
plan – A public lecture organised by the Archaeological Society of Malta and delivered by MariaElena
Zammit at the SCH.
27 February
Views from the Palace – A lecture delivered by the senior curator NMFA in which unpublished
drawings for the lunettes in the armoury corridor were presented and put in context at the Palace,
Valletta.
Aphrodite or Pandora? An Attic krater by the Louvre Painter in the NMA – A lecture delivered by
Maria Zammit from the UOM on the painted scenes on an ancient Greek krater reputed to have
been found in Malta.

21 March
Aphrodite or Pandora? An Attic krater by the Louvre Painter in the NMA – A lecture delivered by
Maria Zammit from the UOM on the painted scenes on an ancient Greek krater reputed to have
been found in Malta.
23 April
A lecture delivered by the senior curator NMNH on research facilities at the NMNH held at MCAST
(agri-business).
13 May
Island Restoration for Birds and Man – A presentation by the senior curator NMNH on the work
carried out during the EU LIFE (Garnija) project and the ongoing EU LIFE+ (Malta Seabird Project)
during a workshop held on the Island on Corvo (Azores).
14 June
(DUO\ WK FHQWXU\ VRXYHQLU LOOXVWUDWLRQV RI WKH ƤJDQWLMD 7HPSOHV ± $ SXEOLF OHFWXUH E\ 1LFROLQH
Sagona at 'LQO$UWƪHOZD premises, Valletta.

20 July
(GZDUG3LURWWD6FXOSWRU  ±$OHFWXUHIRFXVLQJRQWKHSUROL¿FVFXOSWXUDORXWSXWRISURGLJ\
Edward Pirotta delivered by Prof Joseph Paul Cassar at St James Cavalier.
2 August
3UHVHQWDWLRQRIUHVXOWVRIHQYLURQPHQWDOPRQLWRULQJDWWKHƪDO6DÀLHQL+\SRJHXPE\H[SHUW7RELW
Curteis at the St Angelo Hall, MMM.

20 August
Carta e Veduta Dell’Isola Del Gozo e Comino: portrait of an eighteenth century island reality – A
public lecture by Godwin Vella as part of the events to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the
establishment of the University Gozo Campus at the University Gozo Campus.
18 September
Count Saverio Marchese’s Literary Contributions: With reference to his connections with the
Accademia dell’Arcadia – A lecture by Ms Krystle Farrugia organised by the Malta Historical Society
at the MMM.
25 – 27 September
Effective Communication and Pedagogical Skills for a Diverse Spectrum of Clients – A course for
HM employees organised by the Education Programmes Department in collaboration with the
Curriculum Section, Ministry of Education at the multi-activity room, Bighi.
23 October
The Man Who Was H.M. Bateman – Lecture by Anthony Anderson at the Salon, NMA.
29 October
Cultural Mentors Network Meeting – A seminar for school mentors with two foreign speakers, Peter
Jenkinson and Errol can de Werdt from the UK and Holland respectively, at the MMM.
30 October
Il-Valuri ta’ De Soldanis – A talk at the NLM.
8 November
De Soldanis: intellettwali u patrijott – A talk organised by the organising committee on the 300th
anniversary of the birth of de Soldanis held during the Book Fair at the MCC, Valletta.
24 November
The Art of Dying Well in Baroque Malta – A public lecture by Prof. Frans Ciappara organised by the
International Institute of Baroque Studies at the Inquisitor’s Palace.

The Art of Dying Well
in Baroque Malta
Saturday, 24th November 2012, at 10.00am
Inquisitor’s Palace, Birgu

Public Lecture by Prof. Frans Ciappara
with accompanying music on the violoncello

ORGANISED BY THE INTERNATIONAL
INSTITUTE FOR BAROQUE STUDIES
UNIVERSITY OF MALTA
Sponsored by

6 December
Edward Lear in Gozo – A public lecture on the occasion of the 200th anniversary of the birth of
Edward Lear delivered by Joseph Attard Tabone organised by the MGOZ in conjunction with the
*R]R&XOWXUHDQG,QIRUPDWLRQ2I¿FHDWWKH&RQIHUHQFH+DOO0*2=
20 December
.RUULVSRQGHQ]D RƫUD PKL[ PDJƫUXID WD¶ GH 6ROGDQLV – A talk organised in collaboration with the
Akkademja tal-Malti delivered by Dr William Zammit at the Inquisitor’s Palace.
EVENTS ORGANISED BY HM
4 January
Liquid Gold: An introduction to Beekeeping and Traditional Medical Uses of Honey – A presentation
by a local beekeeper showing the various stages in the production of honey, equipment used, the
role and life of bees and the use of honey, particularly in treating various ailments held at the Folklore
Museum, Gozo.
4 January
A thematic event related to nativity festivities organised for Naxxar Scouts, including a tour, cooking
and craft session, at the Inquisitor’s Palace.
4 – 6 January
Life in Prehistoric Times – Three hands-on sessions for children which included the making of tools
from stones and bones, pottery-making, and decorating the stones with bone tools, at the NMA.
17 & 24 January
Visit to the MCAST lab for a hands-on session related to the Masonry Heritage Skills Course and
the Wood Restoration Course by students from St Clare’s College Boys Secondary School and St
Ignatius Girls Secondary Hamrun.
19 – 27 January
WASP – Kreattiv Project – A guided tour and a treasure hunt at the NMFA for students from St
Nicholas College following which their favourite painting was sent to their schools.
21 January
µ,Q'HIHQFHRIWKH&URVV¶+HULWDJH7UDLO±*XLGHGWRXUVRIWKH0ƥDUUL[;LQL&RDVWDO7RZHUWKH'ZHMUD
Coastal Tower and other sites located within the Citadel including the Gunpowder Magazine, silos
and the Old Prison.
23 January
Kreattiv Project: Art Encounters – A guided tour for students from Cospicua Primary accompanied
by artist Dione Borg at the MMM.
12 February
Life at Sea – Re-enactment of life at the Birgu harbour in the 18th century with guided tours, military
drills, talks, science experiments and other activities at the MMM.
12 February
An exclusive HM members’ tour of Fort St Angelo followed by coffee at the MMM.
20 - 21 February
The Headless Owl – An educational event for students guided by an artist to create a new head for
a vase in the form of an owl by using the various media provided.

23 February
$FRQVHUYDWLRQVHPLQDUKHOGE\+0¶V&RQVHUYDWLRQ'LYLVLRQDW+0¶V+HDG2I¿FH%LJKL
3 March & 24 March
An Introduction to Nature Photography – A course for children aged 10 - 14 years consisting of two
theoretical and practical sessions introducing participants to the world of nature photography at the
NMNH.
18 March
An exclusive HM members’ tour of Fort St Angelo.
19 March
+0RSHQGD\V±)UHHHQWUDQFHDQGJXLGHGWRXUVRIWKH5RPDQ'RPYVDQG*ƫDU'DODP
19 March & 10 April
An introduction to Nature Photography – A course for children aged 10 - 14 years consisting of two
theoretical and practical sessions introducing participants to the world of nature photography at the
Gozo Nature Museum.
20 – 21 March
Guided tours of Mnajdra Temples and the Visitor Centre on the occasion of the Spring equinox.
23 March
µ9DOOHWWD7KHQDQG1RZ¶KHULWDJHWUDLO±$ZDONLQJWRXURI9DOOHWWDDQGDOHFWXUHDWWKH10)$IRFXVLQJ
on historical aspects around the Grand Harbour depicted on original paintings comparing with
contemporary sites around the Grand Harbour and Valletta.
24 – 25 March
Last Supper with Live Actors – A live re-enactment of the Last Supper according to traditional Jewish
rites at the Inquisitor’s Palace.
31 March – 1 April
,O3DVVMRQLI¶ƪDƥDU4LPXO,PQDMGUD – An interactive theatre performance of the Passion of Christ in
WKHODQGVFDSHEHWZHHQWKH1HROLWKLF7HPSOHVRIƪDƥDU4LPDQG0QDMGUD

4 – 5 April
Communicating with or without words – Hands-on activity during which participants were taken
through the use of symbolic art, pictograms and the invention of writing through prehistoric times at
the NMA.
5 & 10 April
Model-Making of a Traditional Boat – Hands-on session including the making of the luzzu scaled
model using cardboard at the MMM.

14 April
Communicating with or without words – Hands-on activity during which the participants were taken
through the use of symbolic art, pictograms and the invention of writing through prehistoric times at
Gozo Museum of Archaeology.
14 – 15 April
$SRWKHFDU\DW0GLQD0HGLHYDO)HVW±$PHGLHYDODSRWKHFDU\FDUULHGRXWGLVWLOODWLRQRIÀRZHUZDWHU
traditionally used in medicinal remedies and in cooking, held as part of the Mdina Medieval Fest in
the front courtyard of the NMNH.
21 April
6XQVHWWRXURQWKHRFFDVLRQRI81(6&2:RUOG+HULWDJH'D\DWƪDƥDU4LPDQG0QDMGUD
22 April
7HPSOHVLQDQ$JULFXOWXUDO&RPPXQLW\±$WRXURI7D¶ƪDƥUDWDQG6NRUED7HPSOHVIRU+0PHPEHUV
on the occasion of World Heritage Day.
29 April & 20 May
A guided tour of Fort St Angelo on the history of the fort and the current ERDF restoration project.

6 May
&RPLQR+HULWDJH7UDLO7KH)RUWL¿FDWLRQVRIWKH.QLJKWVDQG1DWXUDO/DQGVFDSH±$JXLGHGWRXURI
WKH.QLJKWV¶IRUWL¿FDWLRQVEXLOWRQ&RPLQRDQGRQWKHÀRUDDQGIDXQDRIWKHLVODQG
30 April
2I¿FLDO FORVXUH RI (($1RUZHJLDQ )LQDQFLDO 0HFKDQLVP SURMHFW IRU WKH GRFXPHQWDWLRQ DQG
environmental monitoring of the Hypogeum held at the Hypogeum.
3, 4, 8 & 10 May
Effective Communication and Pedagogical Skills for a Diverse Spectrum of Clients – An in-house
FRXUVHLQFOXGLQJ¿HOGZRUNDWƪDƥDU4LPDQG*ƫDU'DODPDQGHYDOXDWLRQVHVVLRQV
8 May
2I¿FLDOSUHVHQWDWLRQWR+0RIDSDLURI::,,KDQGPDGHVDQGDOVPDGHIURPELWVRIW\UHVE\&KDUOHV
Paris as a prisoner of war in Japan, at the NWM.
18 – 20 May
Special quiz for children on the Citadel Museums on the occasion of Notte Gozitana at the Gozo
Museum of Archaeology.
21, 24, 25, 28, 29, 30 & 31 May
/HƥƥHQGL0DOWLQ– An educational thematic event on Maltese legends including a re-enactment of a
19th century Maltese wedding procession at the Inquisitor’s Palace.
7 June
Open Day – Free entrance, activities, lectures and guided tours of the NMFA, MMM, NMNH and the
Inquisitor’s Palace.
17 June
Open day at Fort St Angelo including re-enactments, audio visuals, conservation demonstrations
and tours of the Fort.

19 June
2I¿FLDOSUHVHQWDWLRQRIGRQDWLRQRIZRUNVE\9LFWRU3DVPRUHE\WKH9LFWRU3DVPRUHIDPLO\KHOGDW
the NMFA.
20-21 June
*XLGHGWRXUVRI0QDMGUDƪDƥDU4LPDQGWKH9LVLWRU&HQWUHIRUWKHVXPPHUVROVWLFH
29 June
2SHQ'D\±)UHHHQWUDQFHDFWLYLWLHVOHFWXUHVDQGJXLGHGWRXUVRI63&ƪDƥDU4LPDQG0QDMGUD
Temples.
3 July
Treasure hunt, museum tour and games for children who were introduced to boat building and
signalling at the MMM.

6 July
Peasant Costumes: Insights into Rural Life and Society – A tour of the exhibition for HM Members
followed by a public lecture by the senior conservator of textiles at the MGOZ.
9 – 11 July
In-service course for primary school educators which explored resources and ideas on how museums
DQGKLVWRULFDOVLWHVFDQEHVWLPXODWLQJIRUFURVVFXUULFXODUWRSLFVKHOGDWWKH000ƪDƥDU4LPDQG
SPC.
16 July – 30 July
Skolasajf DFWLYLWLHVRQµ3HDVDQW&RVWXPHV¶LQFOXGLQJZHDYLQJSURFHVVHVDQGZRUNVKHHWVDW7D¶.ROD
Windmill and the MGOZ.

16 July – 24 August
A special programme of activities which highlighted domestic life in Roman times organised for
children from Inspire Foundation at the Roman Domvs.
20 July – 6 September
Skolasajf activities consisting of a short guided tour, the making of a comic strip and activity sheets
DWƪDƥDU4LP
24 July – 31 August
Skolasajf DFWLYLWLHVFRQVLVWLQJRIDVKRUWWRXUDJDPHRQµ$QLPDO)DPLOLHV¶DQGWKHPDNLQJRISODVWLFLQH
animals at NMNH.
24 July – 6 September
Skolasajf activities consisting of a demonstration of the making of the traditional Maltese UXƥƥDWD
and the construction of a kite at the Inquisitor’s Palace.
23 July – 30 August
Skolasajf activities including of a short guided tour and a treasure hunt at the MMM.
9 August
Animal Awareness Day – Activities to celebrate animal awareness day as part of Skolasajf at the
NMNH.
10 August
Skolasajf activities including using shells to produce a pendant and using bones to make different
tools at the NMA.
15 August
Open day at Gozo Citadel Museums – Free entrance of the Gozo Nature Museum, Gozo Museum
of Archaeology, the Folklore Museum and the Old Prison.
24 August
Skolasajf activities including the making and decoration of paper boats and airplanes and a special
adaptation of the classic game Naval Battle based on Operation Pedestal at the NWM.
25 August
Weekend break in Gozo by a selected group of Skolasajf at Ta’ Kola Windmill.
31 August
Exploring Historic Senglea – A
KHULWDJH WUDLO ZLWKLQ WKH IRUWL¿HG
city of Senglea.
4 – 30 September
The Rabat Evening Tour –
Extended opening hours and
discounted price to the Roman
Domvs, SPC and the NMNH.
5 – 7 September
Archaeotur Project Seminar –
A seminar on the Archaeotur
project at the St Angelo Hall,
MMM.

7 September
7RXURI*ƫDU'DODPLQFOXGLQJKDQGVRQDFWLYLW\IRUFKLOGUHQIURP(GHQ6XPPHU&OXE
8 September
Open day – Free entrance to the NWM and the MMM.
22 - 23 September
Guided tours of Mnajdra Temples on the occasion of the Equinox.
27 September
World Tourism Day – Free entrance to the MMM and the NMNH.
29 September
Notte Bianca – The NMA, NMFA, NWM, Palace Armoury, Palace State Rooms, Tal-Pilar Chapel and
Cafè Veneziano (Auberge d’Italie) were open free of charge.
29 September
The Phoenician permanent display at the NMA opened its doors to the public.
18 October
Senglea Tour organised for Birkirkara Local Council.
28 October
HM Bighi Open day - Guided tours, conservation demonstrations, games for children, art exhibition,
old Maltese buses, artists at work, re-enactments, and book sale at Bighi.

1 November
Trash Archaeology – An activity for children focused on how to decipher important archaeological
facts from what seems to be trash at the NMA.
2 November
Animal Families – An activity for children introduced to different types of animals through feeling
their skins and bones, including worksheets and craft activity at the NMNH.
2 & 20 November
A Journey through Peasant Costumes – An activity for children where they experienced the weaving
process and discovered 18th century wedding costumes at the Citadel, Gozo and the Inquisitor’s
Palace.

17 November
:RUOG&KLOGUHQ¶V'D\±6FRXWDFWLYLWLHVKHOGDWƪDƥDU4LPDQG0QDMGUD
22 November
2I¿FLDOSUHVHQWDWLRQRIDFRS\RIWKHµ'DPDJH&RQWURO¶SODQRIWKH::,,DLUFUDIWFDUULHU+06Illustrious
(1940) by Captain Andrew Pugsley of HMS Illustrious at the MMM.
13 December
2SHQ'D\DWWKH,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFHƤJDQWLMD7HPSOHVDQG7D¶.ROD:LQGPLOO
21 December
*XLGHGWRXUVRIƪDƥDU4LPDQG0QDMGUD7HPSOHVRQWKHRFFDVLRQRIWKHZLQWHUVROVWLFH
22 December
Maltese Christmas Traditions – A thematic event organised for children aged 10 to 14 years consisting
in hands-on activity using recycled material to create the manger for Baby Jesus at the Gozo Area
2I¿FH
28 December
Maltese Christmas Traditions – A thematic event organised for HM Members consisting of cooking
traditional Christmas culinary delight, making Christmas crafts and a special tour of the museum’s
crib collection at the Inquisitor’s Palace.

EVENTS IN WHICH HM PARTICIPATED
18 January
2I¿FLDOSUHVHQWDWLRQRI9DOOHWWD¶VELGIRU(XURSHDQ&DSLWDORI&XOWXUHKHOGDW6W-DPHV&DYDOLHU
5 February
ƤLHƫ O,PƥDUU – Presentation of ƤLHƫ O,PƥDUU WR 'U 'DYLG 7UXPS RUJDQLVHG E\ WKH 0ƥDUU /RFDO
Council.
15 April
*XLGHGWRXUVRI7D¶ƪDƥUDWDQG6NRUEDDWDUHGXFHGSULFHRQWKHRFFDVLRQRIFesta Frawli organised
E\WKH0ƥDUU/RFDO&RXQFLO
25 - 30 April
EMBED – A specialised fair for students, educators and parents that encourage eSkills focused on
Maltese history, organised by the Ministry of Education and MITA at the MCC.
11 May
Launching of the publication Malta: Origini della Civiltà Mediterranea by Midsea Books at the
Ambassadors’ Hall, OPM.
18 – 20 May
Free after hours entry to the Gozo Citadel Museums on the occasion of Notte Gozitana organised
by the MGOZ.
18 June
Cultural Mentors Network – Launch of the Cultural Mentors Network at Isouard Hall, Manoel Theatre,
Valletta.
15 August
768$(*((&DWDQLD $(*((9DOOHWWD±$JURXSRIVWXGHQWVIURPWKH(XURSHDQ6WXGHQW$VVRFLDWLRQ
YLVLWHGƪDƥDU4LPDVSDUWRIWKHDVVRFLDWLRQ¶VWUDYHOOLQJVXPPHUXQLYHUVLW\HYHQW
22 September
Gozo Heritage in Stone (2): A focus on rural and vernacular architecture – An international conference
RUJDQLVHGGXULQJWKHWKHGLWLRQRIWKH4DOD,QWHUQDWLRQDO)RON)HVWLYDOE\WKH4DOD/RFDO&RXQFLODQG
WKH0HQƫLU4DOD)RON*URXSDWWKH4DOD/RFDO&RXQFLO¶V&RPPXQLW\+DOO
19 – 20 October
Birgufest – Extended opening hours and reduced admission fees for the Inquisitor’s Palace and the
MMM.
7 – 11 November
%RRN)DLU±+0SDUWLFLSDWHGIRUWKH¿UVWWLPHZLWKDVWDQGZLWKLWVSXEOLFDWLRQVDWWKH0&&9DOOHWWD
20 November
ĩLJXĪDMJ±$SHUIRUPDQFHZLWKWKHWKHPHµ+HURHVDQG9LOODLQV¶DWWKH10)$10$3DODFH$UPRXU\
and Tal-Pilar Church.

EVENTS ORGANISED IN COLLABORATION WITH OTHERS
February – December
Tours of Fort St Elmo organised every Sunday after the In Guardia and Alarme! shows in collaboration
with MTA.
10 February
Mass at the chapel of San Pawl Milqi followed by guided tours on the occasion of the feast of St
Paul.
15 February
AZAD cultural tour – A guided tour of Ta’ Mintna Catacombs to AZAD members.
5 March
2I¿FLDOODXQFKLQJRI)RUW6W$QJHOR+HULWDJH([SHULHQFH(5')SURMHFWE\WKH+RQ0LQLVWHU'U0DULR
de Marco at Fort St Angelo.

16 March
Launching of the publication6LWHVDUWHIDFWVDQGODQGVFDSH3UHKLVWRULF%RUƥLQ1DGXU0DOWD by the
Archaeological Society of Malta and HM at the NMA.
25 March
Cultural visit to San Pawl Milqi by the MCCA.
29 March
A visit by the Birkirkara Local Council as part of their monthly cultural educational visits to the
Conservation Laboratories of HM, Bighi.
14 April
2I¿FLDOYLVLWE\+5+WKH'XNHRI*ORXFKHVWHUWRWKH1:0RQWKHRFFDVLRQRIWKHWKDQQLYHUVDU\
of the granting of the George Cross to Malta.
22 April
2I¿FLDOSUHVHQWDWLRQRIDQWKFHQWXU\SRUWXODQE\$WODV,QVXUDQFH/LPLWHGWRWKH000
26 April
2I¿FLDO SUHVHQWDWLRQ RI WKH ERRN Frà Johann Josef, Frà Karl Leopold and Frà Ferdinand Von
+HUEHUVWHLQ.QLJKWVDQG6HD&DSWDLQVRI0DOWDin collaboration with the Austrian Embassy at the
MMM.

16 May
A group of inmates from the Correctional Facility of Corradino visited Bighi Conservation Division
and the MMM in collaboration with ICOM Malta and HM on the occasion of International Museum
Day.
7 June
µ5H3DLQWHG¶ ± /LIH GUDZLQJ DQG SDLQWLQJ VHVVLRQV RUJDQLVHG E\ WKH )ULHQGV RI WKH 10)$ DW WKH
NMFA.
14 June
2I¿FLDOSUHVHQWDWLRQRIWKHFRQVHUYHGSDLQWLQJ6W-HURPHLQKLVVWXG\DWWULEXWHGWR-DFRSR%DVVDQR
 VSRQVRUHGE\$OI0L]]L*URXSIROORZHGE\DFRQFHUWDWWKH101+
15 June
2I¿FLDOSUHVHQWDWLRQRIDZRUNRIDUWE\$XVWULDQVFXOSWRU+XEHUW)O|UOGRQDWHGWRWKH10)$IROORZLQJ
KLVVRORH[KLELWLRQµ)ORDWLQJ%URQ]H¶DWWKH10)$
15 – 17 June
Guided tours of San Pawl Milqi on the occasion of Festa Bdiewa Burmarrard organised by the
Burmarrad Administrative Council.
24 June
Special tours describing the archaeological remains and ERDF project at the Tarxien Temples on the
occasion of -XPƪDO7DU[LHQorganised in collaboration with the Tarxien Local Council.
24 July – 8 September
Ovid’s Metamorphosis – A competition for youngsters consisting of creating a work of art inspired by
one of the exhibits by artist Monika Beisner at the NMA.
28 July
Nightlife at the Park – A nature walk at il-Majjistral Heritage Park organised in collaboration with
Nature Trust.
13 August
Friends of the NMFA restoration project – A presentation of a restored frame sponsored by the
Friends of the NMFA at the NMFA.
5 – 7 September
6HPLQDURQWKHµ$UFKDHRWXU3URMHFW
Integrated
Management
and
Promotion of Archaeological Sites
in Ragusa and Malta’ organised in
collaboration between Malta and
Sicily to develop an integrated
tourist route of less frequented
archaeological heritage on both
islands held at St Angelo’s Hall,
MMM.

21/28 September – 5/12/19 October
12 steps 400 years later – An interactive experience organised by the Victoria Local Council which
LQYROYHG D JDPHSHUIRUPDQFH E\ IRXUWHHQ FKDUDFWHUV UDQJLQJ IURP 4XHHQ 9LFWRULD WR 6LU$GULDQ
Dingli, where the public was free to choose whether to actively take part or passively observe at the
Citadel, Gozo.
22 September
Claire Baluci Live in Concert – Live concert by Claire Baluci in aid of the Malta Community Chest
Fund under the distinguished patronage of the President of Malta, at Bighi.

26 September
A display of traditional peasant costumes during an international conference on agriculture organised
by MRRA at St George’s Square, Valletta.
2 October
&OHDQXSH[HUFLVHDWƪDƥDU4LP3DUNE\,QWHUFRQWLQHQWDO+RWHO0DOWDLQFROODERUDWLRQZLWK+0
26 October
ICOM Malta Annual Conference held at the MMM.
7 November
$QFHVWUDO9RLFHV:ULWLQJVIURPWKH3DVW±3UHVHQWDWLRQVDQGH[KLELWVRQ3KRHQLFLDQ3XQLF*UHHN
Latin, Hebrew, Arabic and Maltese writing from the past at the Archaeology Centre, UOM.
16 November
2I¿FLDOODXQFKRIWKHSXEOLFDWLRQde Soldanis: An Eighteenth Century Intellectual at the Throne Room
RIWKH*UDQG0DVWHU¶V3DODFHLQFROODERUDWLRQZLWKWKH2I¿FHRIWKH3UHVLGHQWDQGWKH820

26 November
6RQVRIWKH6HD±6FUHHQLQJRIWKH¿OPSons of the Sea (1926) organised in collaboration with the
Malta Film Commission at the MMM.
6 December
2QRPDVWLFDEHOOLFDGLWHUUDGLPDUHGLFLHOR– A linguistic conference organised by the UOM at the
MMM.
EVENTS HOSTED BY HM
28 January
<HDUVIRU%LUGVDQG1DWXUH±$QHYHQWWRFHOHEUDWHWKHWKDQQLYHUVDU\RI%LUG/LIH0DOWDRUJDQLVHG
E\%LUG/LIH0DOWDDWWKHƪDƥDU4LPYLVLWRUFHQWUH
1 February
6FUHHQLQJ RI YLGHR µ&UDQHV RYHU 6SDLQ¶ E\ 6WHYH =DPPLW /XSL WR %LUG/LIH 0DOWD PHPEHUV DW WKH
NMNH.
28 February
Launching of the draft national biodiversity strategy and action plan aimed at protecting Malta’s
XQLTXHELRGLYHUVLW\E\WKH+RQ0LQLVWHU'U0DULRGH0DUFRDWƪDƥDU4LP

28 February
Dickens and the Maltese Seaman – A Charles Dickens Film Festival Bicentennial Anniversary
Celebration by the British Council, including a lecture by Prof. Raymond Agius followed by the
earliest movie adaptation of a Dickens novel and Victorian era snacks at the MMM.
23 March
2UDFOH±$GRFXPHQWDU\µ7KH$UFKLWHFWXUHRIWKH6DFUHG¶E\'U0LFKDHO=DPPLWDQGDEULHIWKHDWUH
ritual by Mexican artist Ada Wendy Moira followed by a silent 90 minute performance with wireless
KHDGVHWVE\&\JQDDQG$HV'DQDRUJDQLVHGE\WKH5XEEHUERGLHV&ROOHFWLYHDWƪDƥDU4LP

24 March
Annual general meeting of the Historical Re-enactment Group Malta at the St Angelo Hall, MMM.
10 April
3HUIRUPDQFHE\5HQ]R6SLWHULGXULQJWKH([SUHVVLYH$UWV6\PSRVLXPKHOGDW*ƫDU'DODP
12 April
3HUIRUPDQFHE\5HQ]R6SLWHULGXULQJWKH([SUHVVLYH$UWV6\PSRVLXPKHOGDWƪDƥDU4LP
21 April
Investiture ceremony of the Order of St Lazarus at Tal-Pilar Chapel.
2 May
Presentation of the document 5DED¶6HQDWD¶ƪLGPDE\WKH+RQ0LQLVWHUGH0DUFRDWƪDƥDU4LP
10 June
Annual seminar organised by the Friends of the MMM at the St Angelo Hall, MMM.

22/30 August
6XPPHU %DURTXH &RQFHUWV E\ GXR 6LOYLR DQG 5DPRQD =DPPLW DQG &RUGLD 6WULQJ 4XDUWHW LQ
FRQMXQFWLRQZLWKWKHH[KLELWLRQµ,QWKH:DNHRI&DUDYDJJLR¶KHOGDWWKH,QTXLVLWRU¶V3DODFH
29 September
Cabrales at Notte Bianca±$QHQVHPEOHRI¿IWHHQVD[RSKRQLVWVIURPWKH'XWFK6D[RSKRQH2UFKHVWUD
Cabrale, Utrecht as part of the Notte Bianca events held at the NMFA.
11 October
2I¿FLDOYLVLWWR000E\WKH(8GHOHJDWLRQRI9DOOHWWDDVSDUWRIWKH(XURSHDQ&DSLWDORI&XOWXUH
bid selection process.
24 November
World Heritage Sites: The role of Local Communities – ICOMOS Malta Symposium held at the
ƪDƥDU4LP9LVLWRU&HQWUH

+HULWDJH0DOWDRI¿FLDOVWDWLVWLFV
Site/Museum

Paying Visitors

*ƫDU'DODP&DYH 0XVHXP

ƪDƥDU4LP7HPSOHV


ƪDO6DÀLHQL+\SRJHXP


Inquisitor’s Palace
0QDMGUD7HPSOHV 


0DOWD0DULWLPH0XVHXP 

'RPYV5RPDQD



1DWLRQDO0XVHXPRI$UFKDHRORJ\
National Museum of Fine Arts
National Museum of Natural History
1DWLRQDO:DU0XVHXP


Palace Armoury
6W3DXO¶V&DWDFRPEV


Palace State Rooms
7DU[LHQ7HPSOHV



)RONORUH0XVHXP 


ƤJDQWLMD7HPSOHV 


*R]R0XVHXPRI$UFKDHRORJ\ 
Gozo Nature Museum
Ta’ Kola Windmill
*R]R2OG3ULVRQV 


San Pawl Milqi
7D¶ƪDƥUDW7HPSOHV 


7DV6LOƥ7HPSOHV 


Skorba Temples




30,041




19,290
14,079

89,190

130,948




3,998
20,404

41


737

TOTAL PAYING

1,039,944

FREE ADMISSIONS

83,108

GRAND TOTAL

1,123,052

